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CI'RCULA'RS  AJVT>  -PniCE-LlSTS. 

The  Chemist  and  Deuggist  of  January  30,  1909,  will  be 
the  Winter  Issue.  The  Publisher  is  now  booking  positions  for 
the  insertion  in  it  of  circulars  and  price-lists  as  insets.  Early 
application  should  be  made  to  him  at  the  above  address  by 
those  who  desire  particulars. 

THE    C.  T>.    ■DIA'Ry,  1909. 

Copies  of  this  Diary  are  being  dispatched  this  week  to  our 
subscribers  in  Australia,  New  Zealand,  India  and  the  East, 
South  Africa,  and  other  parts  of  the  world  which  this  week's 
mails  will  reach  by  Christmas.  This  will  give  subscribers 
time  to  glance  over  the  Diary  and  get  it  into  use  by  New 
Year's  Day.  They  will,  we  trust,  find  it  improved  for  daily 
use.  Several  novel  features  have  been  introduced,  and  v/e 
have  again  inserted  in  each  copy  a  postcard  coupon  for 
opinions  and  quotations,  which,  when  received  by  us,  will 
rank  in  competition  for  a  series  of  money  prizes. 


Summary. 


The  subjoined  paragraphs  give  the  gist  of  the  more  important 
matters  in  this  issue,  with  the  object  of  showing  at  a  glance 
what  has  happened  during  the  week.  See  also  "  Contents"  in 
the  first  column. 


The  Poisons  and  Pharmacy  Bill  was  read  for  a  first 
time  in  the  House  of  Commons  on  Wednesday  night,  and 
the  second  reading  was  down  for  Thursday.  It  was  not, 
however,  expected  to  be  reached.  We  have  it  on  the  highest 
authority  that  the  Government  propose  to  proceed  with  the 
Bill  so  as  to  get  it  through  before  Christmas,  when  it  is  ex- 
pected that  Parliament  will  be  prorogued  (p.  823). 

Me.  Loed  Gifford  writes  in  regard  to  his  statement  of 
policy  and  our  remarks  upon  it  last  week.  His  letter  is 
printed  on  p.  828.  Mr.  Hagon,  of  Cardiff,  takes  exception  to 
our  remarks  upon  Mr.  Lord  Gifford's  statement  of  policy 
(p.  834). 

The  Bill  is  still  being  discussed  in  chemists'  associations, 
and  we  report  several  resolutions  in  the  section  beginning 
on  p.  833. 


Several  Dispensing  Problems  are  discussed  on  pp.  843-4. 

The  Paint,  Colour,  and  Vaenish  Teades  Census  Schedule 
is  epitomised  on  p.  812. 

A  New  Swedish  Pharmacopeia  has  been  published,  and  is 
briefly  reviewed  on  p.  827. 

Meteloidine  is  the  name  of  a  new  alkaloid  which  Messrs. 
Pyman  and  Reynolds  have  isolated  from  Datura  mcteloidcs. 
Particulars  on  p.  842. 

Me.  H.  O.  Wood  outlined,  before  a  meeting  of  the  Society 
of  Chemist-Opticians,  the  uses  to  which  mathematics  can  be 
put  by  opticians  (p.  834). 

The  Metropolitan  Asylums  Board  have  resolved  to  ter- 
minate their  existing  contract  for  drugs,  and  to  give  it  to 
the  Society  of  Apothecaries  (p.  823). 

Opium  Exports  to  the  East  (China  and  Ceylon)  must  be»' 
considerably  modified  in  the  future.  We  give  particulars  of 
the  latest  Ordinances  in  an  article  on  p.  826. 

The  prizes  in  the  Corner  for  Students  go  this  month  to  Mr. 
J.  Puddepha  (Coventry)  and  Mr.  J.  Beattie  (Kelso).  Another 
mixture  of  salts  was  sent  out  this  week  (p.  810). 

We  Now  Give  a  full  report  of  the  hearing  of  the  Sheffield 
Pharmacy  Act  case,  in  which  (as  reported  in  the  C.  &  D.  last 
week)  the  summons  against  Miss  Bennett  was  dismissed 
(p.  818). 

The  Last  Facsimile  Prescription  was  peculiar  in  containing 
the  alchemic  sign  for  aqua.  It  brought  a  large  number  of 
postcards.  Another  is  given  this  week  in  the  Coloured 
Supplement. 

Matches  to  strike  on  the  box  only  are  in  a  fair  way  of 
being  exclusively  used  in  the  United  Kingdom.  The  Bill  to 
make  this  law  has  passed  through  Committee  of  the  House  of 
Commons  (p.  824). 

Our  Obituary  Columns  are  heavy  this  week,  and  include 
the  names  of  Mr.  W.  C.  Allen  (Stafford  Allen  &  Sons),  Mr. 
Robert  Hovenden  (R.  Hovenden  &  Sons),  and  Mr.  E.  Ling, 
late  of  Esher  (p.  820). 

The  General  Medical  Council  commenced  its  second  half- 
century  this  week,  and  the  meeting  up  to  Thursday  afternoon 
is  reported  on  p.  830.  By  that  time  the  Pharmacopoeia  Com- 
mittee's report  had  not  been  reached. 

Letters  have  been  addressed  by  the  British  Dental  Asso- 
ciation and  by  Mr.  Alfred  Higgs  to  the  General  Medical 
Council  on  advertising  by  dentists.  The  Council's  Executive* 
Committee  point  out  that  the  Council  has  no  power  to  legis- 
late as  the  Association  desires  (p.  831). 

The  Boaed  of  Inland  Revenue  state  definitely  that 
spirituous  medicines  may  be  sold  without  a  spirit-licence  only 
by  chemists  and  druggists  registered  under  the  Pharmacy 
Act,  1868.  See  p.  828.  "  Xrayser "  questions  one  of  the 
statements  in  a,  previous  letter  of  the  Board  (p.  825). 

Although  the  recent  improved  business  tone  continues, 
price  alterations  in  drugs  and  chemicals  are  few.  Opium  is 
dearer  in  Turkey.  Glycerin  is  exceedingly  firm  and  scarce. 
Copper  and  ammonia  sulphates  are  weaker.  China  crude 
camphor  and  isinglass  are  lower.  Japan  wax  and  cinnamon, 
are  firmer  (p.  837).  ^ 
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Corner  for  Students. 

Conducted  by  Leonard  Dobbin,  Ph.D. 


Students,  please  note.  All  communications  should  be  addressed 
to  the  Editor  of  "  The  Chemist  and  Drug-grist,"  42  Cannon 
Street,  London,  E.C. 

All  communications  and  reports  must  bear  the  names  and  ad- 
dresses of  the  writers,  not  necessarily  for  publication.  The 
reports  of  those  who  igrnore  this  rule  are  liable  not  to  be 
dealt  with. 


Eeports. 

THE  powder  distributed  to  students  on  October  28  con- 
sisted of  two  parts  by  weight  of  manganous  sulphate, 
two  of  potassium  aluminium  sulphate  (potash  alum),  and 
one  of  ferrous  sulphate.  The  calculated  composition  of 
such  a  mixture  is  : 

Mn   7.9 

Al   2.3 

Fe"   4.0 

K   3.3 

SO  37.0 

H20   45.5 

100.0 

The  powder  also  contained,  as  impurities,  ammonium  sul- 
phate in  small  quantity  and  a  trace  of  a  chloride. 

Samples  of  the  powder  were  distributed  to  seventy-six 
students,  and  fifty-three  reports  were  sent  in  for  examina- 
tion. 

All  of  our  correspondents  recognised  the  presence  of  iron 
and  of  the  sulphuric -acid  radical.  The  failures  in  the 
detection  of  the  other  metallic  radicals  'besides  iron, 
which  were  present  as  the  main  non-volatile  constituents 
of  the  powder,  were  :  Manganese,  17 ;  aluminium,  28 ; 
potassium,  5.  No  fewer  than  thirty-nine  students  failed 
to  detect  the  presence  of  something  more  than  a  mere  trace 
of  an  ammonium  salt,  and  seven  did  not  report  the  evolution 
of  the  abundant  water  of  crystallisation  when  the  powder 
was  heated  in  a  dry  test-tube. 

Although  the  examination  of  the  powder  did  not  present 
any  real  difficulty  so  far  as  acid  radicals  were  concerned, 
this  can  scarcely  be  said  of  the  metallic  radicals.  In  the 
1  first  place,  none  of  the  latter  were  present  in  large  propor- 
tion, since  the  sulphuric-acid  radical  and  the  water  of 
crystallisation  made  up  between  them  82.5  per  cent,  of  the 
total  weight  of  the  powder;  and,  in  addition,  certain 
peculiarities  in  the  analytical  behaviour  of  manganese  and 
of  aluminium  gave  rise  to  some  complications  which  necessi- 
tated more  than  ordinarily  careful  handling. 

The  failures  to  detect  manganese  might  have  been  very 
much  fewer  if  preliminary  dry-way  tests  had  been  applied 
more  generally  than  they  were,  since  it  was  scarcely  possible 
to  overlook  the  production  of  green  manganate  when  a 
minute  quantity  of  the  powder  was  fused  with  sodium 
carbonate  and  potassium  nitrate  on  platinum  foil  or  on  a 
looped  platinum  wire.  In  the  systematic  examination, 
many  students  apparently  got  the  manganese  almost  com- 
pletely precipitated  along  with  the  iron  and  aluminium  on 
the  addition  of  ammonium  chloride  and  excess  of  ammonia, 
since  they  reported  no  precipitate  on  the  subsequent  addition 
of  ammonium  hydrosulphide.  Partial  precipitation  of 
manganese  at  this  stage,  along  with  iron,  etc.,  often  takes 
place,  especially  when  ammonium  chloride  has  not  been 
added  in  sufficient  quantity  and  when  the  filtration  is  not 
effected  rapidly ;  but  under  ordinary  conditions  it  is  not 
usually  precipitated  so  completely  that  the  subsequent  addi- 
tion of  ammonium  hydrosulphide  does  not  produce  any  pre- 
cipitate of  manganous  sulphide.  When  manganese  is 
present  in  the  iron-group  precipitate  it  can  be  detected 


there  readily  by  fusing  a  portion  of  the  precipitate  oa 
platinum  with  sodium  carbonate  and  potassium  nitrate. 

A  complication  which  certainly  caused  difficulty  to  many 
of  our  most  careful  correspondents  arose  in  consequence  of 
the  fact  that  the  precipitation  of  manganese  as  sulphide 
by  ammonium  hydrosulphide  is  not  quite  complete.  Traces 
of  manganese  always  escape  into  the  ammonium-hydro- 
sulphide  filtrate  and  give  rise  to  a  precipitate,  closely 
resembling  ammonium  magnesium  phosphate,  at  the  stage 
when  sodium  or  ammonium  phosphate  is  added,  later  on, 
as  a  test  for  magnesium.  After  the  metals  of  the  calcium 
group  have  been  removed  by  means  of  ammonium  carbonate 
and  ammonium  oxalate,  and  the  filtrate  has  been  evaporated 
to  dryness  and  the  dry  salts  ignited,  any  traces  of  manganese 
still  remaining  may  be  separated  by  dissolving  the  residue 
in  water  containing  a  few  drops  of  hydrochloric  acid,  filter- 
ing if  necessary,  adding  bromine-water  and  excess  of 
ammonia,  and  again  filtering.  The  final  filtrate  may  be 
tested  for  magnesium  with  the  assurance  that  it  will  not 
give  a  reaction  resembling  that  of  magnesium  but  due  to 
manganese. 

The  failures  to  detect  aluminium  were  still  more  numerous 
than  those  in  the  case  of  manganese.  This  was  to  be 
expected  (1)  because  less  than  one-third  of  the  quantity  was 
present,  (2)  because  a  separation  from  iron  and  manganese 
had  to  be  carried  out  before  a  special  test  for  aluminium 
could  be  applied,  and  (3)  because  no  distinctive  test  for 
aluminium  comparable  in  delicacy  with  the  manganate  test 
for  manganese  is  available.  After  treating  the  mixed  pre- 
cipitate with  potassium-hydroxide  solution  to  dissolve  out 
aluminium  hydroxide,  most  of  our  correspondents  acidified 
the  potassium-hydroxide  solution  and  then  added  ammonia 
in  excess  to  re-precipitate  aluminium  hydroxide ;  and  as 
in  many  cases  no  precipitate  was  observed,  aluminium  was 
frequently  reported  absent.  Even  when  this  precipitate  is 
produced,  its  translucent  character,  especially  when  it  is 
present  in  small  quantity  only,  as  in  the  present  instance, 
renders  it  particularly  liable  to  be  overlooked.  Further, 
it  is  soluble  to  quite  an  appreciable  extent  in  ammonia 
solution,  so  that  if  any  considerable  excess  of  this  reagent 
has  been  added,  the  formation  of  the  precipitate  may  be 
prevented  and  may  only  take  place  on  boiling  off  the  excess 
of  ammonia. 

The  trace  of  ammonium  salt  remained  undetected  at  the 
hands  of  75  per  cent,  of  the  students  whose  reports  were 
read,  and  yet  an  exceedingly  small  quantity  of  the  powder, 
tested  with  sodium  hydroxide  in  the  most  delicate  way, 
yielded  an  unmistakable  result  in  a  very  short  time.  Some 
of  the  many  failures  arose  from  too  rough  a  method  of 
testing,  some  through  the  test  not  being  continued  long 
enough  to  obtain  the  reaction  with  red  litmus-paper,  and 
some  simply  through  omission  to  apply  any  test  for 
ammonium  compounds. 

Through  using  calcium  chloride  instead  of  calcium  sul- 
phate in  testing  for  oxalates,  tartrates,  and  citrates,  a  few 
students  realised  the  conditions  necessary  for  obtaining  a 
precipitate  of  calcium  sulphate,  and  were  misled  into  con- 
cluding that  one  or  other  of  these  acid  radicals  was  present. 
This  mistake  has  already  been  the  subject  of  many  comments 
and  replies  to  correspondents  in  this  column. 

Prizes. 

The  first  prize  for  the  best  analysis  has  been  awarded  td 
James  Ptjddepha,  67  Far  Gosford  Street,  Coventry.. 

The  second  prize  has  been  awarded  to 
James  Beattie,  c/o  W.  M.  Alexander,  33  Square,  Kelso., 

Fii-st  Prize.— Any  scientific  book  that  is  published  at  a 
price  not  greatly  exceeding  half-a-guinea  may  be  taken  as  a 
first  prize. 
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Second  Prize. — Any  scientific  book  which  is  sold  for  about 
five  shillings  may  be  taken  as  a  second  prize. 

The  students  to  whom  prizes  are  awarded  are  requested 
to  write  at  once  to  the  Publisher  naming  the  book  or  books 
they  select. 

Marks  Awarded  foe  Analyses. 
1.  Correspondents  who  are  unqualified : 


J.  Puddepha  (1st  prize)  . 

..  98 

Alfred  E.  Gates  

.  78 

Jas.  Beattie  (2nd  prize)  . 

.  97 

R.  V.  W  

.  78 

Kompo 

.  96 

Adao  

.  77 

Pyxis 

.  96 

Nedwos 

.  76 

J.  S.  C  

.  94 

Carnotier 

.  74 

R.  W.  W  

.  94 

L.  G.  D  

71 

J.  A.  M  

.  93 

Q.  E.  D  

70 

Mac  

.  93 

Rainow   

70 

Chloral   

.  92 

Mond   

67 

Convolvulus 

.  92 

Aby  Goldston   

66 

Eborlace 

.  92 

Duorts   

65 

Polychrest  

.  92 

N.  R  

65 

Astolat   

.  91 

J.  L  

63 

Nixus   

.  90 

John  3 — 3  

61 

Zero  

.  87 

Papaver   

60 

Siliqua 

.  85 

Red  Rose   

57 

Validol   

.  85 

Cathildol   

56 

Xylem   

.  85 

Litmus 

54 

Rene  Nost  

.  82 

Hexamethylenetetramine 

53 

Cher   

.  81 

Palatine 

49 

Denuo   

.  81 

C.  G.  Ostler   

44 

F.  A.  P  

.  80 

H.  C.  W  

44 

Test  

.  79  1 

Crypton      ...  •   

42 

2.  Correspondents  who  are  qualified,  or  who  have  not 
indicated  that  they  are  unqualified : 

.  A.  F.  M  85  j  Capsicum   79 

Beaker   56  |  Chemicus   78 

Boiling  Point   96  i  Turmeric   76 

An  anonymous  report  was  received  from  Leeds.  This 
report  will  be  read,  and  will  still  be  admitted  to  the 
tournament  if  the  writer  sends  his  name. 

To  Correspondents. 
Kompo. — When  you  employ  symbols  as  mere  shorthand 
signs  for  the  names  of  elements,  it  would  be  better  to  omit 
subscript  figures  quite  uniformly.    Mn2  and  AL  have  an 
unfamiliar  look,  while  Ziij  suggests  error. 

J.  A.  M. — After  adding  hydrochloric  acid  and  hydrogen 
sulphide  to  the  original  solution,  the  latter  reagent  should 
have  been  boiled  off  and  the  liquid  then  mixed  with  a  few 
drops  of  nitric  acid  and  boiled  again  prior  to  the  addition 
of  ammonium  chloride  and  ammonia,  since  iron  in  the  ferrous 
state  is  not  completely  precipitated  by  means  of  ammonia. 

Mac. — You  do  not  seem  to  have  made  any  test  for 
ammonium  salts. 

Chloral. — Read  the  reply  to  "Alert"  and  "  Ichthyol  "  in 
last  month's  report,  C.  &  D.,  October  31,  p.  673. 

Eborlace. — You  seem  to  have  assumed  that  the  ammonium- 
hydrosulphido  precipitate  consisted  of  manganous  sulphide 
only,  or  to  have  overlooked  the  fact  that  it  might  contain 
zinc  sulphide  also.  The  guarantee  referred  to  in  the  reply 
to  which  you  allude  was  the  name  of  the  writer  of  the  report. 

Astolat. — You  would  probably  be  surprised  if  you  read 
the  reports  of  some  very  exhaustive  examinations  of  the 
powder  by  other  students  who  had  no  larger  quantity  to  work 
upon  than  you  had.  A  really  useful  exercise  would  be  to 
prepare  a  mixture  similar  to  that  now  reported  on.  and  try 
how  small  the  quantities  are  from  which  distinctly  recog- 
nisable reactions  for  the  different  constituents  can  be  ob- 
tained :  many  students  never  try  this,  and  never  learn  to  work 
with  small  quantities.  Read  the  letter  entitled  "  Our 
Students'  Corner  "  in  the  C.  &  V.  for  May  9.  1908,  also  the 
notes  in  the  C.  &  D.  for  August  31,  1907,  p.  360. 

Nixus. — The  trace  of  calcium  you  observed  was  probably 
derived  from  tap-water  or  from  ordinary  filter-papers. 

Zero.— It  is  usual  to  speak  of  dissolving — not  of  solving — 
a  solid  in  a  solvent.  We  could  not  obtain  from  the  powder 
any  reactions  resembling  those  of  hypophosphites.  Carnot's 
test  for  potassium  was  given  in  detail  in  the  C.  <£•  D.  for 
February  2,  1907,  p.  210. 

Denuo. — The  precipitate  obtained  when  testing  for  mag- 
nesium was  almost  certainly  due  to  traces  of  manganese. 
See  the  general  remarks  above. 

F.  A.  P.— A  more  complete  and  more  systematic  account  of 
your  analysis  would  have  done  your  work  greater  justice.  You 
were  too  easily  satisfied  regarding  the  presence  of  a  succinate. 

Test.— In  preparing  a  solution  to  be  tested  for  acid  radicals 
it  is  usual  to  boil  the  original  substance  with  sodium  carbon- 


ate rather  than  with  potassium  or  sodium  hydroxide.  In 
our  hands  silver  nitrate  gave  a  faint  opalescence,  not  a  white 
curdy  precipitate,  with  a  solution  of  the  powder  in  dilute 
nitric  acid.  The  picric-acid  test  for  potassium  is  far  inferior 
in  delicacy  to  Carnot's  test. 

Adac. — Some  sulphurous  anhydride  was  evolved  when  the 
powder  was  heated  in  a  dry  tube,  and  it  should  have  de- 
colorised a  small  quantity  of  a  dilute  solution  of  potassium 
bichromate.  The  pleasant  odour  you  perceived  when  heat- 
ing the  powder  with  sulphuric  acid  and  alcohol  in  testing  for 
an  acetate  was  simply  the  odour  of  alcohol-vapour. 

Nedwos. — The  powder  did  not  contain  a  phosphate,  and 
the  precipitate  you  supposed  to  be  ferric  phosphate  in  the' 
"  acetate  separation  "  was  only  basic  ferric  acetate. 

Carnotter. — We  are  sorry  to  note  the  failure  to  detect 
potassium  by  Carnot's  test  on  the  part  of  one  using  so  signifi- 
cant a  pseudonym. 

L.  G.  F. — You  failed  to  prove  that  the  precipitate  of  ferric 
hydroxide  was  not  mixed  with  aluminium  hydroxide;  also 
that  the  precipitate  of  manganous  sulphide  was  not  mixed 
with  zinc  sulphide.  The  tests  for  acetates  did  not  yield,  in 
our  hands,  the  reactions  which  you  describe. 

Q.  E.  D. — Had  you  tried  a  few  simple  dry-way  tests  it  is 
unlikely  that  you  would  have  failed  to  detect  manganese. 
It  would  facilitate  the  handling  of  reports  if  you  would  use 
the  envelope  in  which  the  powder  is  sent  out  in  the  manner 
indicated  thereon. 

Rainow. — Use  sodium  hydrogen  tartrate  rather  than  tar- 
taric acid  as  a  test  for  potassium.  A  borax  bead  which 
"  went  black  "  did  not  indicate  the  probable  presence  of  man- 
ganese. The  powder  did  not  contain  a  phosphate.  Read  the 
second  sentence  of  the  reply  to  "  Test." 

Mond. — Read  the  last  sentence  of  the  reply  to  "  L.  G.  F." 

Aby  Goldston. — Had  you  added  potassium  nitrate  when 
fusing  the  iron-group  precipitate  with  fusion  mixture,  it  is 
probable  that  you  would  have  observed  indications  of  the 
presence  of  manganese. 

Duorts. — By  some  inadvertence  you  omitted  from  your 
report  the  description  of  an  important  step  in  the  testing  of 
the  iron-group  precipitate  for  aluminium. 

John  3 — 3. — When  the  materials  for  Carnot's  test  for  potas- 
sium are  at  hand,  you  can  be  independent  of  ehloroplatinic 
acid. 

Papaver. — The  precipitate  you  mistook  for  ferric  benzoate 
probably  consisted  of  ferric  hydroxide. 

Cathildol. — On  heating  concentrated  sulphuric  acid, 
whether  along  with  or  in  absence  of  the  powder,  you  would 
have  got  the  pungent  fumes  which  you  mistook  for  chlorine. 
It  is  useless  to  leave  to  the  reader  the  decision  regarding  the 
constituents  of  the  powder  which  you  mark  "'probable"  in 
your  report.  You  must  decide  for  yourself  whether  they  are 
present  or  absent. 

Litmus. — It  was  surely  a  curious  forgetfulness  which  led 
you  to  add  ferrous  sulphate,  as  a  test  for  ferrocyanides,  to- 
a  substance,  soluble  in  water,  in  which  you  had  already 
detected  iron  in  the  ferrous  state. 

Hexamethylenetetramine. — You  do  not  appear  to  follow 
the  guidance  of  any  good  analytical  text-book  either  in  your 
processes  or  in  the  writing  of  formulae.  The  immediate  super- 
vision of  a  teacher  would  be  of  great  service  to  you  at  present. 
We  have  taken  the  liberty  of  spelling  correctly  the  word  you 
have  chosen  as  a  pseudonym. 

Palatine. — The  precipitate  you  mistook  '  for  calciuir> 
citrate  consisted  of  calcium  sulphate.  Read  the  first  sentence- 
of  the  reply  to  "  Rainow." 

C.  G.  Ostler. — Your  report  indicates  a  very  incomplete- 
analysis,  especially  as  regards  metallic  radicals. 

H.  C.  W. — Read  the  last  sentence  in  each  case  in  the  replies- 
to  "  Eborlace  "  and  to  "  Test." 

Beaker. — Read  the  first  sentence  of  the  reply  to  ^Pala- 
tine." 

Capsicum. — When  iron  is  treated  with  dilute  hydrochloric- 
acid,  the  salt  obtained  in  solution  is  ferrous  chloride,  which 
does  not  give  a  red  coloration  with  potassium  thiocyanate. 
We  were  not  able  to  confirm  the  presence  of  magnesium  in  the- 
powder,  which  you  report ;  but  wo  repeated  your  experiments 
and  obtained  a  small  precipitate  with  ammonium  phosphate, 
which  gave  a  most  distinct  manganese  reaction  with  the 
sodium-carbonate  bead  test. 

Turmeric. — Read  the  second  sentence  of  the  reply  imme- 
diately preceding. 

'  The  Chemist-Optician  '  is  just  the  thing  for  chemists 
here,"  wrote  a  Cape  Colony  chemist  (19/5)  on  November  1, 
1908. 
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Ei&Qlisti  News. 

•Local  Newspapers  containing:  marked  items  of  news  interesting 
to  the  Trade  are  always  welcomed  by  the  Editor. 


Brevities. 

Three  Nottingham  chemists  have  joined  the  Notts 
Mounted  Brigade  Field  Ambulance  of  the  Territorial  Army. 

It  is  stated  by  "  The  Times  "  that  the  next  exhibition  at 
Shepherd's  Bush  will  be  devoted  to  the  specialities  of  all 
■nations. 

Messrs.  Allen  &  Hanburys  were  represented  at  the 
Western  Chemists'  Association  dinner  last  week  by 
Messrs.  Rickford,  Brindley,  Grice,  and  H.  Syme. 

On  Sunday  afternoon  a  motor  tri-car  dashed  into  the 
premises  of  Mr.  W.  Ashby,  chemist,  at  the  corner  of  Chat- 
ham Street  and  Mansfield  Boad,  Nottingham.  A  shutter 
was  knocked  off,  and  an  iron  bar  forced  out  of  position. 

A  resolution  was  carried  at  the  annual  meeting  of  the 
Fellows  and  members  of  the  Royal  College  of  Surgeons, 
on  November  19,  to  the  effect  that  women,  when  admitted 
to  the  diplomas  of  the  College,  should  have  equal  collegiate 
rights  with  men. 

At  the  North  London  Police  Court  on  November  25, 
Barnet  and  Louis  Applestone  were  committed  for  trial  to 
the  North  London  Sessions  on  a  charge  of  conspiring  to 
obtain  goods  by  false  pretences  (C.  &•  D.,  Nov.  21,  p.  776). 
Bail  was  allowed. 

Messrs.  S.  Maw,  Son  &  Sons,  7-12  Aldersgate  Street, 
London,  E.C.,  have  announced  that  they  are  willing  to 
grant  twenty-one  days'  holiday  each  year  on  full  pay  to  any 
■of  their  employes  joining  the  Territorial  Army — provided 
that  at  least  fourteen  days  are  spent  in  camp. 

A  tramp  named  Hurley  was  sentenced  to  two  months' 
hard  labour  at  Lyndhurst  (Hants),  on  November  18,  for 
wilfully  breaking,  by  throwing  a  stone,  a  plate-glass 
window,  value  4£.  16s.  6d.,  the  property  of  Mr.  W.  H. 
Broomfield,  chemist  and  druggist,  High  Street,  Lyndhurst. 

At  the  sale  of  a  portion  of  Sir  Robert  Peel's  estate,  at 
Blackburn  on  Wednesday,  a  piece  of  land  with  a  frontage 
of  430  ft.  to  New  Lane,  Oswaldtwistle,  and  covering  an 
area  of  11  acres  3  roods  17  poles,  was  purchased  by  Mr. 
Daniel  Yates,  chemist  and  druggist,  Darwen  Street,  Black- 
burn, for  2,170Z. 

At  the  Mansion  House  Police  Court  on  November  20, 
Freda  Babis,  of  Rotterdam,  and  Abraham  Cherinsky  (22), 
an  Austrian,  were  fined  501.  each,  or,  in  default,  six  months' 
imprisonment,  for  smuggling  saccharin.  The  prisoners 
were  arrested  in  New  Broad  Street  on  the  arrival  of  the 
Continental  train.  The  man  had  4^  lb.  of  saccharin  con- 
cealed about  his  person  and  the  woman  11^  lb. 

The  Boots  Social  Club  (Manchester)  held  the  second 
whist-drive  of  the  season  at  Wynn's  Cafe,  Hanging  Ditch, 
on  November  19.  About  a  hundred  members  and  friends 
braved  the  elements,  and  enjoyed  a  very  pleasant  evening. 
The  competition  for  prizes  resulted  in  wins  for  Miss 
Thompson,  Miss  Brown,  Miss  Smith,  and  Mrs.  W.  Turver. 
The  gentlemen's  section  was  headed  by  Mr.  Wrather,  while 
Mr.  Hanson  secured  the  consolation  prize. 

At  the  North  London  Police  Court  on  November  23, 
Messrs.  W.  J.  Bush  &  Co.,  Ltd.,  were  summoned  for  allow- 
ing black  smoke  to  issue  from  their  chimney-shaft  at  Ash 
Grove  Works,  Hackney,  N.E.,  on  October  26.  For  the 
defence  it  was  explained  that  up  to  October  the  firm  burnt 
anthracite  only.  About  that  time  appliances  for  automatic 
stoking  and  smoke-consumption  had  been  fitted  to  the  three 
boilers  to  allow  the  use  of  cheaper  coal.  The  complaints 
had  arisen  during  the  experimental  stages,  but  now  the 
apparatus  was  working  perfectly.  Mr.  Mead  (the  Magis- 
trate) said  he  thought  justice  would  be  met  by  an  order  for 
abatement  and  the  payment  of  23s.  costs. 

The  Census  of  Production. 
The  Census  of  Production  Office  has  issued  the  schedule 
of  questions  required  to  be  answered  by  the  paint,  colour, 
and  varnish  trades,  which  closely  follows  the  lines  adopted 
for  the  chemical  and  drug  trades.  There  are  seven  com- 
pulsory and  two  voluntary  questions.  The  third,  relating 
to  the  output,  is  the  most  important.  Manufacturers  are 
required  to  give  the  net  selling-value  of  the  output  of  boiled 


or  refined  linseed  oil,  white-lead,  and  "  other  sorts  "of  dry 
colours  and  pigments,  mixed  paints  and  enamels  (including 
ships'  composition),  varnish  (including  litho  and  letterpress 
varnish),  and  printer's  ink.  The  principal  kinds  and  values 
of  "  all  other  products  "  are  to  be  separately  specified.  The 
instructions  for  answering  this  question  are  practically  the 
same  as  those  laid  down  for  the  drug-trade.  Under  volun- 
tary information  there  is  a  request  for  a  complete  return 
(quantity  and  value)  of  the  total  make  of  dry  white-lead 
made  by  a  firm  for  its  own  use  in  the  manufacture  of  mixed 
paints,  as  well  as  that  which  it  may  make  for  sale. 

Institute  of  Chemistry. 
The  following  candidates  passed  the  Final  examination 
for  the  Associateship  in  biological  chemistry  (Branch  F) 
held  October  19  to  23  :  Messrs.  E.  B.  Anderson,  B.Sc. ; 
F.  G.  S.  Baker,  M.A. ;  H.  L.  Gammon,  and  A.  R.  Smith, 
M.Sc.  An  Associate— Mr.  J.  H.  Totton,  B.A.,  B.Sc. — 
presented  himself  for  the  certificate  and  passed. 

Epidermal  Cells  of  "Leaves  as  Eyes. 
At  last  week's  meeting  of  the  Linnean  Society,  Mr.  Harold 
Wager  in  a  lantern-demonstration  dealt  with  Haberlandt's 
suggestion  that  the  epidermal  cells  of  certain  leaves  are 
functional  as  primitive  eyes  and  capable  of  perceiving  light. 
Haberlandt  had  figured  a  photograph  of  a  microscope,  the 
image  of  which  was  focussed  on  the  basal  walls  of  the 
epidermal  cells.  Mr.  Wager  showed  a  portrait  of  Huxley, 
pictures  of  Victoria  Falls,  flowers,  houses,  and  landscape 
photographed  through  cells  of  either  the  upper  or  lower 
epidermal  surfaces  of  many  leaves.  Dealing  with  Haber- 
landt's suggestion  that  the  convergence  of  light  affected  the 
orientation  of  the  leaf  in  regard  to  the  most  suitable  illumi- 
nation, the  lecturer  stated  that  much  of  the  evidence 
favoured  this  view,  but  it  was  possible,  as  Haberlandt  had 
himself  suggested,  that  it  was  connected  with  favourable 
illumination  of  the  chloroplastids. 

Poplar's  Disinfectant 
is  made  by  electrolysing  brine,  and  a  good  deal  of  criticism 
has  been  directed  against  the  installation  of  plant  for 
making  it,  and  the  cost  of  production.  In  reply  to  this, 
the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  has  published  a  report  by 
Dr.  Klein,  obtained  by  the  agents  for  the  manufacturers 
of  the  plant,  to  the  effect  that  one  ounce  of  the  fluid  to  150 
ounces  of  water  kills  cholera  germs  in  2h  minutes,  and  also 
kills  typhoid  fever  germs.  The  Medical  Officer  also  gives 
figures  about  the  cost  of  the  disinfectant  compared  with 
those  previously  purchased.  We  have  published  such  figures 
before  and  need  not  repeat  them. 

Forensic  Chemistry. 
The  second  lecture  of  the  series  by  Mr.  William  Jago, 
F.I.C.,  F.C.S.,  was  delivered  at  University  College  on 
Friday,  November  20.  The  lecturer  emphasised  the  im- 
portance of  the  advice  given  by  Mr.  A.  J.  Walters,  K.C., 
the  previous  week,  that  chemists  should  in  legal  cases  criti- 
cise their  own  work  from  the  opposite  point  of  view  and  be 
prepared  for  every  point  which  could  be  presented  by  the 
other  side.  Referring  to  the  use  of  preservatives  in  food, 
he  thought  the  case  against  their  use  is  not  very  strong  ;  but 
those  who  wish  to  pursue  the  matter  further  should  read 
Dr.  Wyley's  report  on  the  subject  and  the  subsequent 
criticism  by  Liebreich.  He  then  detailed  the  various  points 
which  a  chemist  has  to  consider  in  a  typical  case,  both  from 
the  prosecution  and  from  the  defence  sides.  Evidence 
would  be  required  as  to  whether  health  had  been  injured 
or  not,  as  to  the  doses  which  might  prove  injurious  and  the 
relation  such  doses  would  bear  to  the  quantity  of  food  con- 
sumed, whether  the  preservative  would  render  the  food  in- 
digestible for  infants  and  invalids,  whether  the  preservative 
was  of  constant  composition  or  liable  to  contain  impurities, 
and  whether  the  addition  of  such  preservative  were  neces- 
sary or  not.  If  possible,  dietetic  experiment  should  be 
made.  Mr.  Jago  then  dealt  with  chemical  evidence  in 
criminal  cases,  and  defined  the  words  "poison  or  other 
noxious  thing  "  in  the  legal  sense  as  meaning  any  substance 
capable  of  producing  injurious  or  illegal  effects.  The 
quantity  of  the  substance  purchased  or  administered  should 
be  taken  into  account  in  considering  if  it  could  be  called 
noxious.  An  interesting  example  was  given  in  the  case  of 
lemonade  treated  with  salicylic  acid.  Should  legal  pro- 
ceedings arise,  they  might  be  able  to  prove  that  whatever 
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finjury  the  article  had  produced  was  due  to  the  citric  acid 
which  it  contained  ee  a  necessary  ingredient  ot  the  beverage, 
rather  than  to  the  salicylic  acid  which  had  been  added  in 
.small  quantities  for  the  purposes  of  preservation.  The  legal 
definitions  of  murder,  homicide,  and  manslaughter  were 
given,  and  the  distinctions  made  in  the  administering  of 
drugs  by  qualified  and  unqualified  medical  men.  Mr.  Jago 
jiext  considered  the  preparation  of  chemical  evidence  and 
the  precautions  which  should  be  taken  by  the  analyst  in 
.the  handling  of  food,  stomach-contents,  vomit-contents  of 
■vessels,  etc.  These  should  be  under  the  constant  super- 
vision of  the  analyst,  and  assistants  should  be  personally 
supervised.  Full  notes  should  be  made  of  the  condition  in 
which  received,  and  the  greatest  precautions  should  be 
'taken  to  ascertain  the  purity  of  chemicals  used  in  testing. 
An  outline  of  leading  cases  was  then  given,  in  which  various 
points  of  chemical  evidence  occurred. 

Birmingham  Notes. 

Last  year  40/.  was  spent  on  science  classes  at  King's 
Heath  ,  and  the  receipts  were  3/.  2s.  This  year  10/.  has  been 
■disbursed,  and  there  are  no  receipts.  The  sciences  were 
■chemistry  and  hygiene.    Sic  gloria,  etc. 

The  shop-windows  in  the  line  of  the  streets  to  the  dog  and 
cattle  shows  are  being  gaily  dressed  with  feminine  and 
foucolic  attractions  in  honour  of  their  visits.  Fancy  articles, 
perfumes,  soaps,  and  stimulating  wines  are  the  favourites. 

Mr.  Marshall  Freeman  has  been  again  appointed  Speaker 
-of  the  Birmingham  Parliament.  He  stated  that  Sir  Thomas 
Barclay  had  become  a  patron,  and  he  proposed  a  vote  of 
congratulation  to  him,  saying  that  he  was  "  one  of  the  best 
rEypeof  English  citizen,  municipal  worker,  and  public  man." 

In  recent  years  a  largely  increased  number  of  foreign 
prescriptions  have  found  their  way  into  Birmingham  and 
suburbs,  and  it  would  seem  to  be  becoming  an  important 
thing  that  dispensers  in  retail  establishments  should  know 
"  something  of  the  German  and  French  languages  in  so  far  as 
"their  pharmacy  is  concerned. 

Liverpool  Colonial  Products  Exhibition. 

This  exhibition  was  opened  in  St.  George's  Hall  last 
week.  Raw  materials  naturally  bulk  largely  in  an  exhibi- 
tion of  this  description — com,  cotton,  wool,  timber,  food, 
•etc.,  taking  pride  of  place — but  several  displays  contained 
products  of  interest  to  the  chemist.  The  Windward  Islands 
sent  arrowroot,  cocoa,  spices,  and  logwood;  while  British 
Honduras  displayed,  besides  various  woods,  rice,  chicle 
gum,  and  the  cohune  nut  and  its  oil.  An  endeavour  is  being 
made  to  introduce  the  last-named  product  for  culinary  pur- 
poses. India  supplied  tea  and  also  fair  specimens  of  cin- 
chona-barks;  while  neighbouririg  Ceylon,  in  addition,  ex- 
hibited cardamoms,  cinnamon,  and  spices,  as  also  rubber, 
■of  which  some  exceedingly  fine  samples  were  on  view.  An- 
tigua showed  good  samples  of  lemon  and  lime  juices,  lemon- 
grass  oil,  castor-seeds,  and  arrowroot;  and  the  West  Indies 
•exhibit  was  similar,  but  also  included  spices,  coffee,  and 
cocoa.  The  exhibits  were  well  displayed  and  reflected 
■credit  on  the  management,  the  arrangements  being  suited 
to  the  man  intent  on  business.  Frequent  concerts  by  the 
Jamaica  native  choir,  Indian  fakirs,  an  danimated  pictures 
■of  Colonial  life  and  industries  were  the  extra  attractions. 
The  exhibition  closed  on  November  26.  It  is  intended  to 
■transfer  it  elsewhere  provided  arrangements  can  be  made. 
Manchester  Notes. 

Business  in  Manchester  is  only  very  moderate,  the 
•cotton-strike  having  had  a  bad  effect,  and  the  general  cry 
is  shortage  of  money.  Scarlet  fever  continues  to  be  pre- 
valent ;  seventy-four  fresh  cases  were  notified  last  week. 

It  has  been  arranged  to  remove  the  patients  in  the 
Manchester  Infirmary  to  ths  new  building  in  Oxford 
Road  on  December  1.  It  is  expected  that  over  170  patients 
will  have  to  be  transfer] ed,  and  that  the  removal  will 
■occupy  about  five  hours. 

As  the  resjlt  of  slipping  on  a  banana-skin,  a  Manchester 
man  injured  ;iis  head.  After  first-ai  1  by  a  local  chemist, 
tho  man  was  taken  hom2,  and  the  following  day  he  became 
very  ill  and  was  conveyed  to  the  workhouse,  where  he 
•died  from  acute  mania. 

Sheffield  and  District  Notes. 

The  new  Mavoress  of  Retford  (Mrs.  T.  L.  Hollely,  wife 
of  Mr.   T.  L.'  Hollely,  PhC.)  held  a  successful  "At 


Home,"  at  the  Retford  Town  Hall,  on  November  18. 
The  function  was  an  innovation,  but  one  so  thoroughly 
enjoyed  that  it  will  probably  be  repeated. 

The  recently  issued  annual  report  of  the  Sheffield  Royal 
Hospital  shows  that  the  drug-account  amounted  to 
9121.  15  s:  Ad.,  while  651/.  os.  8d.  was  spent  on  instruments 
and  672/.  4s.  2d.  on  dressings.  Bottles,  corks,  and  sundries 
accounted  for  88/.  7.?.  Id.  The  ordinary  income  shows  an 
increase  of  427/.  0s.  9d.,  but  the  expenditure  has  more  than 
kept  pace  with  it. 

A  carboy,  containing  four  or  five  gallons  of  hydrochloric 
acid,  belonging  to  Messrs.  Clark  &  Co.,  wholesale  chemists, 
West  Street,  burst  while  being  conveyed  in  a  cart  along 
High  Street.  Fortunately  no  one  was  injured,  but  the 
Fire-brigade  were  called  to  swill  the  corrosive  fluid  from 
the  wood  pavement.  The  tramcars  and  other  traffic  had 
to  wait  until  the  road  had  been  flooded.  The  local  papers 
gave  graphic  descriptions  of  the  unusual  incident,  one 
publishing  an  illustration  of  the  scene. 

One  of  the  local  newspapers  referred,  on  November  20, 
to  the  difficulties  which  have  arisen  in  the  Council  of  the 
local  society,  and  stated  that  six  of  the  members  had 
resigned.  The  hon.  secretary  (Mr.  Bernard  Ellis)  promptly 
corrected  this  in  the  following  day's  issue,  pointing  out 
that  "the  six  members  of  the  Council  referred  to  have 
not  resigned,  but,  owing  to  existing  circumstances,  these 
six  have  declined  to  take  further  interest  in  the  affairs  of 
the  society  during  the  present  session"  (see  p.  833). 
Football. 

Bath  College  of  Pharmacy  v.  Bath  Albions  "  A." — The 
College  were  at  home  in  this  match,  played  at  Odd  Down 
on  November  19.  The  game  proved  very  fast,  and  before 
half-time  the  College  had  obtained  two  goals  from  splendid 
centres  by  Bush,  the  outside  left.  No  further  score  re- 
sulted in  the  second  half,  the  students  being  victorious  by 
two  goals  to  nil. 

Fires. 

A  fire  occurred  in  the  cellar  at  the  establishment  of  Mr. 
W.  M.  Harrison,  chemist  and  druggist,  34  Bridge  Street, 
Hindley,  Lancashire,  late  in  the  evening  of  November  18. 
The  damage  done  was  slight. 

A  fire  started  during  the  night  of  November  17  in  a  store- 
room at  the  top  of  the  chemist's  shop  carried  on  by  the 
executors  of  the  late  Mr.  J.  P.  Fast  at  89  Ablewell  Street, 
Walsall,  but  the  flames  were  subdued  before  serious  damage 
was  done. 

Damage  estimated  at  50/.  was  caused  by  fire  on  the 
premises  of  Boots,  Ltd.,  6  and  8  Ormskirk  Street, 
St.  Helens,  on  November  23.  The  fire  originated  in  one 
of  the  windows,  the  cause  being  assigned  to  the  sun's  rays, 
which  were  reflected  from  numerous  mirrors,  and  possibly 
ignited  some  celluloid  articles.  Prompt  action  prevented  a 
serious  conflagration. 

The  bursting  of  a  bottle  of  methylated  spirit  while  being 
corked  caused  a  destructive  fire  at  the  branch  pharmacy 
of  Mr.  J.  F.  Eardley,  Ph.C,  283  Fullwood  Road,  Broom- 
hill,  Sheffield.  The  spirit  became  ignited  by  a  gas-jet  used 
for  sealing-purposes,  and  the  interior  of  the  shop  soon 
became  enveloped  in  flames.  The  fire  was  quickly  got 
under  control  on  the  arrival  of  the  fire-brigade,  but  the 
interior  was  then  reduced  to  a  state  of  chaos.  The  damage 
is  stated  to  be  between  250/.  and  300/.  The  premises  are 
insured,  and  business  is  to  be  carried  on  as  usual  at  the 
Glossop  Road  establishment. 

The  Week's  Poisonings. 

Three  suicides  and  one  misadventure  are  the  fatal 
poisoning  cases  of  the  week.  The  poisons  taken  were  one 
in  Part  1.  and  two  in  Part  II.  of  the  Schedule,  while  one 
poison  was  unscheduled.  Fredk.  W.  Hingston  (51),  a 
Buckland  master  tailor,  committed  suicide  by  taking 
cyanide  of  potassium  dissolved  in  beer.  The  deceased  bought 
a  pennyworth  of  the  poison  "to  clean  gold"  from  Mr. 
F.  E.  Wheeler,  chemist  and  druggist,  14t>  Sultan  Road, 
Landport. — Cecil,  the  two-year-old  son  of  Charles 
Bouo-hton,  fireman,  Bishop  Auckland,  obtained  a  bottle  of 
belladonna  Uniment  and  drank  the  contents.  The  family 
doctor  was  sent  for  twice,  but  did  not  attend.  Another 
elector  was  telephoned  for,  but  the  child  died  about  eight 
hcurs  later  without  medical  attendance.— The  Rev.  H. 
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Smith,  of  Par,  Cornwall,  was  found  dead  at  a  house  in 
Lazenby,  with  his  throat  cut  and  a  bottle  of  laudanum  at 
his  side. — Gejrge  E.  Watson,  of  Stafford,  died  from  spirit 
of  salt  taken  for  suicidal  purposes. 


Irish  News. 

Local  Newspapers  containing  marked  ir^ms  of  news  interesting  to 
the  Trade  are  always  welcomed  by  the  Editor. 


Guardians'  Drugs. 
At  a  meeting  of  the  Mountmellick  Board  of  Guardians 
a  letter  was  read  from  Messrs.  Clarke  &  Co.,  medicine- 
contractors,  in  reference  to  the  report  of  the  analyst  that 
a  sample  of  ferric  chloride  was  above  the  standard  in  gravity 
and  iron,  stating  that  they  could  not  understand  this,  as 
they  had  examined  their  stock  and  found  it  according  to  the 
B.P. 

A  Morphine  Maniac. 

At  an  inquest  on  the  body  of  Thomas  Sorrell,  a  dentist, 
•who  died  this  week  in  the  Royal  City  of  Dublin  Hospital 
from  self-inflicted  wounds,  a  witness  stated  that  deceased 
for  the  last  twenty-four  years  had  been  in  the  habit  of  taking 
morphine.  He  had  twice  tried  to  give  up  the  habit,  and 
had  been  in  hospital  for  six  months,  at  the  end  of  which 
period  he  thought  he  was  cured,  but  the  desire  returned. 
He  got  himself  down  to  a  sixteenth  of  a  grain,  but  could 
■not  remain  on  that,  and  had  to  take  more. 

International  Congress  of  Chemistry. 

At  a  meeting  held  at  the  Royal  University,  Dublin,  on 
November  17,  over  which  Professor  Hartley  presided,  a 
committee  was  formed  to  further  the  interests  of  the  Inter- 
national Congress  of  Chemistry  which  is  to  be  held  next 
May  in  London.  The  committee  consists  of  Professor 
Hartley  (Chairman),  Professor  Young,  T.C.D.,  Professor 
Campbell,  Sir  Charles  Cameron,  Sir  Howard  Grubb,  Sir 
Thomas  Drew,  Mr.  Andrew  Jameson,  Mr.  J.  Talbot  Power, 
Mr.  A.  Forbes  Watson,  Mr.  Robert  Anderson,  Dr.  J.  H. 
Pollok,  Mr.  W.  Kaye-Parry,  Mr.  A.  Werner,  Mr.  F.  Millar, 
Mr.  J.  Northing  (Dublin  and  South-Eastern  Railway),  Mr. 
E.  Werner,  Mr.  G.  Stephenson,  and  Dr.  W.  E.  Adeney 
(Hon.  Secretary). 

Personal  Items. 

Mr.  Robert  Barklie,  F.C.S.,  Belfast,  analyst,  who  is 
a  well-known  collie-breeder,  was  awarded  several  prizes  at 
the  Belfast  Dog  Show  last  week.  j.ur.  Barklie  is  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  North  of  Ireland  Collie  Club. 

Mr.  William  Haslett,  druggist,  Ormeau  Road,  was  ap- 
pointed on  November  20,  at  the  annual  meeting  of  the 
Ormeau  Ward  Committee  of  the  Belfast  Citizens'  Associa- 
tion, to  represent  the  Committee  on  the  Central  Council. 
He  was  also  elected  on  the  Ward  Committee. 

It  is  announced  by  the  Royal  College  of  Surgeons  that 
Messrs.  T.  Mathers  Thomson  and  F.  W.  Warren,  pharma- 
ceutical chemists,  have  passed  the  primary  portion  of 
the  examination  for  the  double  medical  qualification. 
Both  gentlemen  are  actively  engaged  in  retail  trade — 
Mr.  Thomson  as  manager  of  Mr.  George  Brown's  Medical 
Hall,  St.  Stephen's  Green,  Dublin,  and  Mr.  ,  Warren  at 
Navan,  county  Meath. 

Dr.  Casey,  formerly  of  Messrs.  Hamilton,  Long  &  Co.'s 
State  Pharmacy,  Dublin,  who  was  recently  promoted  by 
the  North  City  Poor-law  Guardians  from  the  position 
of  medicine-compounder  to  that  of  dispensary-officer,  with 
a  salary  of  260/.  per  annum,  has  been  refused  a  further 
increase,  recommended  by  the  Guardians,  on  the  ground, 
as  stated  by  the  Local  Government  Board,  that  his  emolu- 
ments are  more  than  those  enjoyed  by  his  predecessor. 


Scotch  News. 

Local  Newspapers  containing  marked  items  of  news  interesting  to 
the  Trade  are  always  welcomed  by  the  Editor. 


Personal. 

Mr.  James  Muir,  from  Messrs.  Duncan,  Flockhart  & 
Co.'s,  has  been  appointed  by  Messrs.  Lorimer  &  Co.,  Ltd., 
London,  as  their  representative  in  Scotland. 


Mr.  Alexander  Joiner,  chemist  and  druggist,  has  been 
nominated  to  a  vacancy  in  the  Nairn  Town  Council. 

Mr.  John  Anderson,  chemist  and  druggist,  President  of 
the  Fairfield  Bowling  Club,  Dundee,  presided  at  the  annual 
"  At  Home  "  on  November  18,  and  Mrs.  Anderson  presented 
the  prizes  won  during  the  season. 

Glasgow  and  District. 

Business  is  a  bit  "  flat  "  at  present,  and  travellers  com- 
plain of  small  orders. 

Mr.  Andrew  McMurray,  chemist  and  druggist,  who  has, 
managed  the  branch  pharmacy  of  Mr.  J.  L.  Gammie  .at. 
Banff  for  the  last  three  years,  is  leaving  shortly  for  Bloem- 
fontein.    Mr.  McMurray  was  formerly  in  Glasgow. 

All  claims  against  Edward  Samuel  Paine,  chemical 
manufacturer,  of  the  Thistle  Chemical  Co.,  Easter- 
house,  Glasgow,  are  requested  to  lodge  the  same  with  Mr. 
P.  J.  Stirling,  173  St.  Vincent  Street,  Glasgow,  before- 
December  4. 

Persons  having  claims  against  the  estate  of  the  late- 
Mr.  John  McKelvie  Farquhar,  chemist,  10  West  Blackhall 
Street,  Greenock,  are  requested  to  lodge  the  same  with 
Messrs.  M.  F.  Dunlop,  Sons,  &  Boyd,  2  Church  Place,. 
Greenock,  before  December  4. 

"  Berg  &  Co." 

A  man  named  Berg,  who  opened  a  fancy-goods  shop  in- 
Broughton  Street,  Edinburgh,  under  the  name  of  "Berg, 
&  Co.,"  where,  among  other  things,  he  stocked  Germain 
surgical  goods,  is  now  under  remand  in  Edinburgh  on  a. 
charge  of  having  formed  a  fraudulent  scheme  for  obtaining, 
money  by  pretending  that  he  was  prepared  to  grant  loans 
to  members  of  the  public  on  receiving  payment  of  money 
to  cover  preliminary  expenses. 


Welsh  News. 

Local  Newspapers  containing-  marked  items  of  news  interesting  to 
the  Trade  are  always  welcomed  by  the  Editor. 

For  the  Public  Weal. 

Mr.  Councillor  Jabez  A.  Jones,  chemist  and  druggist,. 
Cardiff,  has  been  appointed  Chairman  of  the  Public  Works-. 
Committee  of  the  Corporation  of  that  city. 

Expensive  Amusement. 

William  Dell,  painter,  and  Frederick  Davies,  stoker,  were- 
charged,  at  the  weekly  sittings  of  the  Pontypridd  Police- 
Court,  with  breaking  two  plate-glass  windows,  the  property 
of  Mr.  W. '  Oswal  Davies,  chemist  and  druggist,  15  The 
Arcade,  Pontypridd.  Mr.  Davies  said  the  damage  in  the 
window  amounted  to  51.  on  each  pane.  Evidence  showed! 
that  each  of  the  prisoners  must  have  intentionally  put  his. 
foot  through  separate  panes.  The  prisoners  stated,  on 
being  arrested,  that  they  had  broken  the  windows  to  get. 
shelter.  The  Stipendiary  remarked  that  the  amusement  was- 
expensive,  and  sent  both  to  prison  for  two  months. 


India  and  the  East. 

(From  the  "  C.  &  D  "  Correspondent.) 


Malaria  continues  to  spread  with  deadly  effect  in  the- 
Punjab,  being  worst  at  Amritsar,  where  a  hundred  deaths- 
occur  daily,  so  states  a  Reuter  telegram  from  Lahore  dated 
November  3.  Business  is  greatly  interfered  with,  and  the- 
whole  city  is  in  mourning. 

Me.  J.  H.  Davis  (Burroughs  Wellcome  &  Co.)  arrived  at 
Bombay  by  the  s.s.  Marmora  towards  the  end  of  October.. 
His  presence  is  opportune  as  far  as  quinine  tabloids  are  con- 
cerned, the  demand  for  which  has  been  unparalleled,  owing, 
to  the  all-prevalent  malaria. 

Cocaine-smuggling  in  the  Punjatjb. — The  stringent 
measures  taken  by  the  authorities  to  stop  the  illicit  sale  of 
cocaine  have  resulted  in  a  vast  amount  of  smuggling.  Delhii 
is  the  great  centre  of  smuggling  in  the  Punjaub,  the  cocaine 
being  freely  imported — mainly  from  Germany — through  the 
sample-post.  A  systematic  examination  of  the  post  samples 
has  now  stopped  this  importation,  but  no  prosecution  couldl 
be  undertaken,  as  the  addresses  were  fictitious.  The 
smugglers  have  now  taken  to  bringing  in  their  cocaine 
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■concealed  in  lamp-chimneys,  biscuits,  medicines,  bicycle- 
tyres,  trunks  specially  made  with  secret  drawers,  etc. 

Opium  in  the  Olden  Days. — The  excitement  concern- 
ing the  opium-traffic  with  China  recalls  the  trade  in  the 
•early  part  of  the  last  century,  the  origin  of  the  prosperity 
■of  many  of  the  old  Bombay  firms  beginning  in  those  days, 
when  they  used  to  race  their  clippers  to  be  first  in  the 
market.  The  trade  was  mostly  illicit,  owing  to  the  difficulty 
in  getting  the  opium  landed,  and  the  clippers  were  heavily 
■armed,  as  the  cargoes  were  delivered  to  Chinese  junks  off 
-the  coast.  The  junks  were  manned  by  smugglers  and 
pirates,  while  the  prevalence  of  piracy  in  the  China  eeas  at 
that  period,  and  the  great  value  of  the  cargoes,  rendered 
the  traffic  exceedingly  dangerous.  It  was  the  ambition  then 
■of  every  adventurous  young  officer  in  the  merchant  service 
ifco  get  the  command  of  an  opium-clipper — the  service  being 
well  paid,  with  plenty  of  adventure. 

French  News. 

(From  the  "  C.  &  D."  Paris  Correspondent.) 


Dr.  Ernest  Theodore  Hamy,  member  of  the  Academy  of 
TVIedicine  and  professor  at  the  Museum  of  Natural  History, 
Paris,  died  on  November  18,  in  his  sixty-sixth  year. 

M.  Parquet,  proprietor  of  the  Parfumerie  Houbigant, 
Paris,  has  been  nominated  a  Knight  of  the  Legion  of 
Honour  for  services  rendered  in  connection  with  the  last 
■exhibition  at  Milan. 

Opium  Exports  Prohibited. — The  "  Bulletin  Officiel  cle 
(ITndo-Chine  Francaise  '  (No.  7  of  1908)  contains  a  decree 
prohibiting  the  exportation  of  prepared  opium  from  Indo- 
'China  to  Hong-Kong. 

The  List  of  "  Laureates  "  of  the  Paris  Superior  School 
•of  Pharmacy  for  the  scholastic  year  1907-8  only  includes 
two  Parisians — M.  Henri  Miniot,  who  takes  the  second 
Henri  Buignet  prize,  and  the  one  lady  laureate,  Mdlle. 
■Jeanne  Quentin,  who  is  awarded  the  silver  medal  (second- 
year  students)  for  laboratory  work  in  physical  sciences. 

A  Question  of  Payment. — Berthelot's  funeral  has  given 
•rise  to  another  of  those  financial  disputes  so  common  be- 
tween the  State  and  the  Municipality  of  Paris.  The  latter 
'body,  which  has  the*monopolv  of  Parisian  funerals,  claims 
ll.OOOf.  from  the  State  for 'Berthelot's  obsequies.  The 
'Government,  after  having  the  bill  checked  by  an  expert, 
•offers  4,800f.,  which  the  Municipality  has  refused  to  accept. 

Academical  Notes. — Mme.  Pierre  Curie,  Doctor  of 
Sciences,  has  been  nominated  professor  of  general  physics 
at  the  Paris  Faculty  of  Sciences,  where  she  already  had  a 
lectureship. — M.  Daniel  Berthelot,  professor  at  the  Paris 
^School  of  Pharmacy,  and  son  of  the  great  Berthelot,  was 
a  candidate  for  a  vacant  seat  in  the  Paris  Academy  of 
Sciences,  but  he  was  unsuccessful,  M.  Bouty,  professor  of 
physics  at  the  Sorbonne,  being  elected. 

Attack  in  a  Pharmacy. — The  two  hooligans  who  attacked 
the  aged  pharmacien  of  seventy-eight  years,  M.  Lacomme, 
in  the  rue  Tiquetonne  pharmacy  last  March  (as  reported 
in  the  C.  J-  D.)  have  just  been  tried  and  sentenced  to  penal 
servitude  for  life.  The  two  men  entered  the  pharmacy  at 
■closing-time — 10  p.m. — and,  on  the  plea  of  asking  for  a 
■cachet  of  antipyrin,  nearly  murdered  M.  Lacomme,  in  the 
hope  of  robbing  his  cash-till.  His  life  was  saved  by  the 
■appearance  of  a  neighbour. 

"Mineral"  Water. — M.  Decherne,  described  as  a 
unineral-water  manufacturer,  of  Garenne-Colombes  (a 
suburb  of  North-Western  Paris),  has  just  been  sentenced 
to  six  months'  imprisonment  (with  benefit  of  the  First 
Offenders  Act)  and  an  80?.  fine,  for  "  deception  as  to 
•quality  of  goods."  The  "delicious,  aperative,  digestive, 
and  refreshing  water,  free  from  microbes  and  bacilli,"  which 
-was  advertised  un"'er  the  title  of  "  La  Desiree  "  and  recom- 
mended to  all  suffering  from  sluggish  digestion,  was,  it 
appears,  simply  Seine  water,  duly  filtered  in  the  Mont- 
"Valerien  reservoirs.  This  is  not  the  first  time  that  the 
present  rage  for  mineral  water  in  France  has  been  met  in 
this  way  by  dishonest  dealers. 

A  Fatal  Practical  Joke. — The  surveillant  pharmacien, 
M.  Brissard,  and  the  infirmier,  M.  Escassut,  of  the  Cochin 
Hospital,  Paris,  appeared  before  the  Paris  Police  Court 


last  week  on  a  charge  of  "  homicide  by  imprudence."  Last 
July  the  pharmacist  and  ward-assistant  in  question  plotted 
to  put  an  emetic  in  the  beer-bottle  belonging  to  Buchet,  a 
cellarman  at  the  hospital,  who  had  the  reputation  of  unduly 
appreciating  the  liquors  placed  under  his  charge.  The 
joke  "  succeeded  "  only  too  well.  Buchet  shared  the  bottle 
of  beer  with  Mme.  Monnier,  a  nurse.  Both  were  very  ill, 
and  Buchet  succumbed.  Judgment  was  given  last  Tuesday, 
the  defendants  being  fined  50f .  and  lOOf .  respectively.  Mme. 
Buchet,  the  widow,  'claimed  30,000f.  damages  from  the 
Assistance  Publique  (Hospital  Administration)  as  compensa- 
tion, but  only  received  3,000f.  (120?.),  on  the  ground  that 
the  victim  had  rendered  himself  liable  by  pilfering  liquors. 

New  Men  and  Old  Acres. — The  Marais  quarter  of 
Paris,  with  its  old  mansions  of  seventeenth-century  nobility, 
now  largely  used  as  wholesale  drug-houses,  is  always  in- 
teresting and  always  changing.  When  on  a  recent  stroll 
in  that  direction  I  noticed  that  the  old  premises  at  No.  5 
rue  du  Parc-Royal,  occupied  by  Gordier  &  Fils,  veterinary 
druggists,  since  1785,  had  just  been  pulled  down.  A  curious 
rambling  old  place  it  was,  suggestive  of  an  old-fashioned 
inn-yard.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  it  appears  to  have  been, 
anciently  known  as  the  "  Arsenal  de  la  Ville  " — presumably 
a  sort  of  municipal  armoury.  A  handsome  old  mansion  with 
a  fine  carved  carriage  gateway,  etc.,  in  the  rue  Payenne, 
has  been  taken  by  the  Societe  Federale  des  Pharmaciens 
de  France  as  headquarters  and  warehouse,  while  the  back  of 
the.  mansion  of  the  Marquis  d'O,  Superintendant  of  Finames 
to  King  Henry  of  Navarre  (1638),  with  its  old-world  sun- 
dial and  sculptured  festoons  on  the  wall  above  and  its  glazed 
court  below  full  of  drug-packages  and  busy,  bloused  figures 
(Michelat  &  Soullard ;  Pepto-Fer  Jaillet),  is  a  veritable 
"  bit  "  for  an  artist. 

The  New  Adulteration  Act  is,  it  appears,  practically 
a  dead  letter  so  far  as  the  analysis  of  medicaments  and 
mineral  waters  is  concerned,  the  necessary  funds  being 
lacking  to  pay  for  the  scientific  examination.  The  schools 
of  pharmacy  (M.  Roux,  director  of  the  rue  de  Bourgogne 
laboratory,  explained  to  the  reporter  of  a  Parisian  daily) 
ask,  as  an  average,  30f.  per  analysis.  As  the  samples  taken 
average  2,000,  this  would  represent  rather  more  than  2,000?. 
to  assure  the  control  of  medicaments  throughout  France, 
which  does  not  appear  an  excessive  sum.  M.  Roux  also 
demands  additional  fees  for  the  microbiological  examina- 
tion of  tinned  meats  and  fish,  and  to  pay  commissaries  of 
police  for  taking  samples.  Dr.  Cazeneuve,  the  indefatig- 
able chief  of  the  "  Pharmaceutical  Group  "  of  French 
M.P.s,  has  taken  up  the  matter,  and  intends  to  apply  to 
Parliament  for  the  necessary  extra  money. — The  legality  of 
the  use  of  boric  acid  for  the  preservation  of  foods,  as  decided 
by  the  St.  Nazaire  Civil  Tribunal,  has  been  upheld  by  the 
Rennes  Court  of  Appeal.  The  case  was  about  sausages 
containing  the  preservative. 

Bogus  Mineral  Waters. — Two  waiters  working  in  night- 
restaurants  of  Montmartie  have  just  been  convicted  of 
fraud.  They  were  in  the  habit  of  supplying  customers  with 
ordinary  tap-water  in  old  mineral-water  bottles  on  which 
the  labels  had  been  left.  The  fraud  was  detected  by  the 
director  of  a  well-known  mineral-water  company  who  was 
supping  at  one  of  the  restaurants.  The  waiters  were 
prosecuted  and  sentenced  each  to  three  months'  im- 
prisonment, with  the  benefit  of  the  First  Offenders  Act, 
lOOf.  fine,  and  200f.  damages.  The  owners  of  the 
restaurants  in  question  were  also  declared  to  be  civilly 
responsible.  It  is  of  some  interest  to  draw  attention  to 
this  case,  as  it  is  currently  stated  that  this  class  of  fraud 
has  become  very  prevalent  in  France,  owing  to  the  fashion 
of  drinking  mineral  waters  in  preference  to  wine  which 
has  developed  of  late  years,  largely  owing  to  the  initiative 
of  the  medical  profession.  Fortunately,  people  who  drink 
mineral  waters  at  home  can  protect  themselves  by  pur- 
chasing them  through  pharmacists,  which  in  many  cases 
they  are  glad  to  do,  feeling  that  the  excellent  reputation 
of  pharmacists,  as  a  whole,  for  honourableness  and  fair 
dealing  is  a  guarantee  of  good  faith. 

The  Black  Art  up  to  Date. — The  modern  necromancer 
disdains  the  chilly  and  draughty  caves  and  cellars  of  his 
mediajval  predecessors  and  carries  on  business  in  bustling 
city  streets.  Sir  W.  S.  Gilbert's  "Sorcerer"  "kept  open 
shop"  in  St.  Mary  Axe,  and  M.  Talbrazac,  who  sold  the 
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"Water  of  Fate,"  located  his  prosperous  establishment  in 
the  rue  de  l'Echiquier,  a  street  of  Paris  thronged  by  keen 
business-men.  This  innocent-looking  liquid — golden  hued 
and  limpid — was  terrible  in  its  results.  "Magnetised  and 
electrified  at  100  volts,"  the  mere  sprinkling  of  a  few  drops 
on  the  domestic  hearth  would  suffice  to  bring  malediction 
in  a  friend's  household.  Several  side-lines  were  also 
carried,  all  at  a  moderate  figure,  such  as  incense  for  the 
"Black  Mass,"  the  "devil's  powder,"  love  philters,  etc.  ; 
while  printed  directions  for  the  preparation  and  use  of  these 
and  other  branches  of  the  black  art  were  retailed  at  14f., 
a  phial  of  the  "Water  of  Fate"  being  given  gratis  -with 
each  volume.  It  says  much  for  the  exacting  and  incon- 
stant character  of  the  modern  customer  that  even  these 
reasonable  rates  failed  to  assure  the  fidelity  of  the  clientele. 
Although  sometimes  as  many  as  180  and  200  persons  daily 
visited  the  necromancer,  some  were  mere  sceptics,  and 
though  it  was  plainly  stated  in  the  prospectus  that  a  sincere 
conviction,  "  courage,  and  authority  "  were  necessary  to  use 
the  "  Water  of  Fate  "  with  success,  these  faint-hearted  ones 
reveaTed  their  failure  to  the  police  authorities,  and  the 
police  commissary  has  seized  the  priceless  phials  and  the 
fateful  volumes  founded  on  the  researches  of  the  great 
Albertus. 


Canadian  News. 

(From  the  "  C.  &  D."  Correspondent.) 

The  Lyman  Building. — The  new  building  which  is  being 
constructed  of  reinforced  concrete  for  Messrs.  Lyman,  Sons 
&  Co.,  Montreal,  is  quoted  as  an  example  of  phenomenal 
swiftness  in  building-construction.  The  "Montreal  Daily 
Herald "  of  November  7  contained  illustrations  of  the 
premises  in  process  of  construction  and  showing  how  the 
building  will  appear  when  finished. 

Chemical-industry  is,  according  to  Dr.  Milton  Hersey, 
in  a  rosy  condition  in  Canada.  In  an  article  in  "  The 
Herald  "  he  is  enthusiastic  as  to  the  growth  of  businesses 
in  which  chemical-industry  is  a  predominating  partner.  In 
drugs  and  chemicals,  which  take  so  big  a  place  in  the  arts, 
chemists,  says  Dr.  Hersey,  invariably  turn  to  Germany.  "  A 
wise  Government,  by  taking  the  duty  off  alcohol  for  manu- 
facturing-purposes, by  fostering  the  chemical-industries,  has 
enabled  them  to  grow  and  multiply  until  Germany  is  in  many 
cases  only  the  manufacturer  of  materials,  like  dye-stuffs  and 
drugs,  the  world  markets  in  which  are  controlled  and  sup- 
plied by  this  nation." 

Illegal  Sales  of  Cocaine. — Azarias  Lebeau,  druggist, 
549  St.  James  Street,  Montreal,  was,  on  November  9, 
charged  at  the  Police  Magistrate's  Court  on  four  counts 
with  selling  cocaine  to  an  unknown  person  and  with  not 
registering  the  sale.  Charles  Gorman,  a  boy  detective, 
testified  to  making  two  purchases  at  the  store  of  the  accused, 
and  receiving  the  package  without  a  label  of  any  kind,  no 
questions  being  asked.  A  fellow-detective,  who  accom- 
panied him,  corroborated  all  details.  For  the  defence 
Lebeau  swore  the  paper  on  the  package  was  not  his,  and 
P.  Golarneau,  the  clerk  stated  to  have  made  the  sale, 
declared  that  he  had  not  seen  either  of  the  detectives  before. 
Mr.  Brousseau  and  Mr.  Tremble  (counsel  and  President 
respectively  of  the  Montreal  Pharmaceutical  Association) 
and  Dr.  St.  George  declared  the  wrapping-paper  was 
identical  with  that  of  Mr.  Lebeau's  notes  handed  in  by 
order  of  the  Court.  He  was  fined  $50,  and  costs.— Rosi'e 
Lebeau,  a  barmaid  in  Gauthier's  restaurant,  Commissioner 
Street,  and  Lisa  Lavoie,  another  barmaid,  were  each  fined 
$25,  and  costs,  for  selling  cocaine  without  a  licence.  Our 
correspondent  adds  :  "  The  whole  community  is  aroused 
oyer  the  disclosures  brought  out  by  these  and  other  prosecu- 
tions which  have  taken  place,  and  legislation  of  a  much 
stricter  nature  is  required  and  will  be  demanded  in  the  near 
future.  Sad  and  harrowing  tales  of  depravity  have  come  to 
light,  caused  by  the  ease  with  which  cocaine  and  other 
harmful  drugs  can  be  obtained  seemingly  in  any  city  or  town 
in  the  Dominion.  The  Canadian  Pharmaceutical  Associa- 
tion has  got  to  work  and  is  sending  out  representatives  into 
the  various  cities  with  a  view  to  putting  a  stop  to  the  illegal 
sale  of  these  drugs,  the  indiscriminate  use  of  which  is  havfno- 
such  a  marked  effect  upon  the  youth  of  both  sexes  in  our 
large  Canadian  centres  of  population.  ' 


Chemists  and  Cocaine. — Mr.  Tremble,  the  Secretary  of 
the  Canadian  Pharmaceutical  Association,  in  an  interview 
with  a  newspaper  representative,  has  stated  that  about  a 
year  ago  it  was  noticed  that  habit-forming  drugs  were  being-, 
sold  in  greater  quantities  than  legitimate  custom  demanded,, 
and  a  special  circular  was  sent  out  warning  every  member 
of  the  Association  against  the  indiscriminate  sale  of  mor- 
phine, cocaine,  heroin,  strychnine,  bichloride  of  mercury, .- 
and  arsenic.  On  a  test  being  made  of  the  city  druggists,, 
five  were  found  to  be  selling  illegally,  five  cases  being  proved" 
against  one  of  them  and  four  against  each  of  the  others. 
He  said  the  growth  of  the  cocaine  habit  is  largely  due  to- 
the  use  of  a  certain  catarrh-cure,  imported  from  the  United! 
States,  which  contains  a  large  percentage  of  cocaine.  The- 
interviewer  states  that  Mr.  Tremble  is  of  opinion  that 
special  legislation  is  necessary  to  check  the  spread  of  the* 
"dope"  habit;  absolute  prohibition  of  the  sale  of  the-; 
poisons,  except  on  a  physician's  written  order,  being  the? 
cure  advocated. 


South  African  News. 

(From  the  "  C.  &  D."  Correspondents.) 


Cape  Colony. 

Further  Particulars  of  the  annual  meeting  of  the- 
Northern  Districts  Chemists'  Association  at  Kimberley 
(C.  &  D.,  November  21,  p.  780)  have  come  to  hand  by  this 
week's  mail.  Mr.  J.  P.  Green  (Secretary)  reported  a  balance- 
in  hand  of  11.  5s.  lid.  During  the  year  the  Association  had 
been  active  in  looking  after  the  interests  of  chemists,  which 
had  been  involved  by  the  increase  of  licences  and  the  recent 
Proprietary-medicine  Stamp  Act,  and  had  co-operated  with, 
the  Cape  Pharmaceutical  Society  and  S.A.  Pharmaceutical 
Association  in  obtaining  several  important  modifications  of. 
these  measures.  As  a  result  of  the  Proprietary-medicine- 
Stamp  Act  a  price-list  had  been  drawn  up  by  a  committee- 
appointed  for  the  purpose,  and  was  submitted  to  the  Asso- 
ciation. It  was  resolved  that  a  copy  should  be  sent  to  alt 
the  members,  so  that  they  could  report  on  it  at  the  next 
meeting  and  adopt  it  with  any  modifications  thought  neces- 
sary. 

Orange  River  Colony. 

The  Aerated-water  Business  of  Eeid  &  Co.,  Bloemfon- 
tein,  has  changed  hands,  Mr.  A.  Andresen  having  taken  it 
over.  The  business  was  founded  by  Mr.  W.  H.  S.  Eeid,. 
chemist  and  druggist,  who  did  very  well  out  of  it  and  subse- 
quently became  Mayor  of  the  city  for  several  years.  He- 
still  takes  an  active  part  in  public  affairs. 

The  Disastrous  Fire  which  destroyed  the  Government 
buildings  at  Bloemfontein  on  October  29  did  no  damage- 
to  the  Public  Health  Department  or  Government  labora- 
tories, as  these  are  situated  in  a  separate  building  close  to> 
the  main  block  but  quite  detached,  and  the  wind  was  blowing, 
strongly  in  the  opposite  direction.  The  Veterinary  Division 
of  the  Agricultural  Department  lost  a  few  instruments,  as. 
well  as  their  stock  of  drugs,  which  latter  were  intentionally- 
abandoned,  partly  in  favour  of  valuable  records,  etc., 
and  partly  owing  to  the  risk  of  having  strong  acids  and' 
dangerous  poisons  scattered  about  during  the  work  of 
salvage.  The  task  of  reorganising  the  public  service  is  ira 
the  hands  of  Dr.  Ramsbottom,  Colonial  Treasurer. 

Transvaal. 

The  Members  of  the  Chemical,  Metallurgical,  and  Mining.- 
Society  of  South  Africa  .visited  the  Modderfonteii^ 
dynamite-factory  of  the  British  South  African  Explosives 
Co.,  Ltd.,  on  October  24.  The  departments  inspected  were- 
the  general  laboratory,  explosives-factory  No.  1,  box- 
factory,  dope-factory,  tradesmen's  workshops,  flour-mill,, 
sulphuric  acid  (contact  and  chamber  process),  nitric  acid,, 
concentration  of  nitric  and  sulphuric  acids,  denitration,. 
lead-pipe  making,  and  collodion-cotton  blending.  Light: 
refreshments  were  provided,  and  afterwards  a  demonstra- 
tion was  given  of  a  new  system  of  shot-firing  by  electricity 
and  a  resume  by  Mr.  W.  Cullen  of  some  investigations  on- 
the  gases  resulting  from  the  use  of  high  explosives.  Tn<j- 
factory  turns  out  220,000  cases  of  explosives  (all  nitre 
glycerin  bases)  per  annum,  and  particulars  in  regard  to  it 
were  given  in  the  C.  <£•  D.,  July  11,  p.  45. 
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American  Notes. 

(From  the  "  C.  &  D."  Correspondent.) 


Sight-testing  is  to  be  controlled  in  New  York  on  and 
■  after  January  1,  when  a  new  Optometry  Law  comes  into 
force.  -ccording  to  "The  Era,"  persons  engaged  in  the 
business  of  examining  eyes  and  prescribing,  fitting,  and 
adjusting  spectacles  and  eyeglasses  will  be  officially  known 
as  optometrists,  and  must  pass  examinations  and  receive 
■certificates  in  order  to  practise. 

Explosives  Stock. — The  wholesale  drug-trade  are  seeking 
to  obtain  some  modification  of  the  drug  schedule  fixed  by 
'the  Municipal  Explosives  Commission  of  New  York 
(C  <£•  D.,  November  14,  p.  745)  which  will  permit  larger 
stocks  being  held  of  certain  articles.  A  deputation,  consist- 
ing of  Dr.  W.  J.  Schieffelin  (Schieffelin  &  Co.),  Mr.  Donald 
McKesson  (McKesson  &  Robbins),  Mr.  Jacob  Weil  (Britt, 
Loeffler  &  Weil),  and  Mr.  Charles  Little,  waited  on  the 
Deputy  Commissioner  of  the  City  Fire  Department  on 
October  30,  and  the  suggestions  for  the  modification  of  the 
schedule  were  favourably  received. 

Post- graduate  Courses. — The  Philadelphia  branch  of 
the  American  Pharmaceutical  Association  has  initiated  a 
movement  which,  if  it  proves  successful,  will  doubtless 
be  taken  up  by  other  branches  throughout  the  country.  It 
comprises  a  short  course  of  post-graduate  instruction  for 
.practising  pharmacists.  Lectures  will  be  given  once  a  month 
throughout  the  coming  winter  on  various  subjects,  such  as 
"  The  Examination  of  Crude  Drugs  and  Powders  with  the 
Microscope,"  "The  Uses  and  Practical  Value  of  Assay- 
processes,"  "  Clinical  Laboratory  Work  as  a  Possibility  for 
Future  Pharmacists,"  and  "  Pharmacc-dynamics — Prac- 
tical Tests  for  the  Efficiency  of  Drugs."  These  lectures, 
accompanied  by  demonstrations,  will  be  given  by  experts, 
and  the  idea  will  be  to  keep  alive  the  professional  spirit  of 
pharmacy  and  in  a  sense  to  enable  the  pharmacist  to  remain 
•abreast  of  scientific  advances  in  his  calling. 

Co-operative  Buying. — The  situation  in  America  which 
is  just  now  causing  the  wholesale  druggists  to  eat  out  their 
hearts  in  fear  is  the  rapid  growth  of  co-operative  buying- 
•clubs.  The  American  Druggists'  Syndicate,  which  is  the 
largest  club  of  the  kind,  now  has  8,000  members  scattered 
throughout  the  country,  which  means  one  druggist  out  of 
•every  six  in  the  United  States.  Members  of  the  Syndicate 
buy  what  they  can  of  the  A.D.S.  for  cash,  and  then  "  hold 
up  "  the  wholesaler  for  long  credit  on  their  other  purchases. 
"  Jobbers  "  find  they  are  losing  a  large  amount  of  business 
■on  the  one  hand,  and,  on  the  other,  are  being  made  a  con- 
venience of  by  such  retailers.  At  the  last  annual  meeting 
of  the  Wholesalers'  Association  many  plans  for  correcting 
the  buying-club  situation  were  discussed;  but  it  was  finally 
agreed  that  nothing  could  be  done  except  to  make  the  matter 
a  local  issue,  and  let  each  "  jobber"  handle  it  to  the  best  of 
his  ability.  Manufacturers  of  patent  medicines,  however, 
were  urged  not  to  furnish  the  A.D.S.  with  supplies  if  they 
•expected  to  retain  the  good-will  and  the  support  of  the  400 
"jobbing  druggists"  of  the  country. 

Conflicting  Authorities. — In  connection  with  the  im- 
portation of  crude  drugs  the  Department  of  Agriculture 
through  the  Board  of  Food  and  Drug  Inspection  have 
several  times  expressed  opposite  views  to  those  of  the 
Treasury  Department.  The  Department  of  Agriculture 
hold  that  drugs  which  fall  below  "  drug  strength,"  as  in- 
dicated by  the  United  States  Pharmacopoeia,  should  not  be 
admitted  in  many  cases,  even  if  re-labelled,  while  the 
Treasury  has  been  holding  that  they  should  be  admitted  if 
in  harmony  with  the  Pharmacopoeia  of  the  country  from 
which  they  come.  The  controversy,  says  the  "  American 
Druggist,"  is  in  part  a  question  of  interpretation  and  in 
part  one  of  policy.  It  has  become  especially  acute  in  con- 
nection with  recent  consignments  of  asafetida,  which  have 
been  found  to  contain  considerably  less  than  50  per  cent,  of 
alcoholic-soluble  material — the  standard  of  the  U.S. 
Pharmacopoeia.  Importers  have  claimed  that  such  drugs 
should  be  admitted  under  Section  7  of  the  Act,  which  pro- 
vides for  re-labelling  in  these  cases,  while  the  Board  of  Food 
and  Drug  Inspection  falls  back  upon  Section  11,  in  which 
it  is  provided  that  adulterated  or  misbranded  articles  or 


articles  dangerous  to  health,  if  so  considered,  shall  be  re- 
fused admission  to  the  United  States.  The  Agricultural 
officials  are  inclined  to  admit  that  in  the  case  of  the 
asafetida  there  is  no  great  issue  at  stake,  and  consequently 
the  majority  of  the  recent  consignments  have  been  released 
for  consumption.  They  hold,  however,  that  in  other  drugs, 
cuch  as  morphine  and  strychnine,  the  standard  of  drug 
strength  should  be  insisted  upon  before  the  goods  are  ad- 
mitted on  the  ground  that  the  labels  are  easily  removed  after 
admission,  and  that  chemists  may  consequently  be  deprived 
of  the  chance  of  obtaining  sound  and  pure  ingredients  for  the 
compounding  of  prescriptions. 


Australasian  News. 

The  fullest  information  regarding  the  Australasian  drug-trade  and 
pharmacy  is  given  in  "  The  Chemist  and  Druggist  of  Austral- 
asia," copies  of  which  can  be  obtained  at  6d.  each,  post  free, 
from  the  office  of  "The  Chemist  and  Druggist,"  42  Cannon 
Street,  London,  E.C. 


New  South  Wales. 

Reciprocity  with  Cape  Colony.— At  the  September 
meeting  of  the  Pharmacy  Board,  N.S.W.,  the  Registrar 
stated  that  he  had  received  information  from  the  Pharmacy 
Board  of  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  to  the  effect  that  the  Board 
have  passed  a  regulation  acknowledging  the  examination 
certificates  of  the  New  South  Wales  Board,  provided 
the  latter  Board  will  grant  reciprocity.  Mr.  Short 
thought  the  curriculum  of  the  Cape  Board  very  similar  to 
that  of  the  N.S.W.  Board.  According  to  the  present 
communications,  reciprocity  would  be  entirely  on  an 
examination  basis,  but  he  was  sure  that  when  the  Cape 
Board  are  fully  instructed  as  to  the  conditions  before  and 
after  1897  they  will  accept  the  Register.  The  Registrar 
was  instructed  to  open  negotiations  with  the  Cape  Board, 
with  a  view  to  reciprocity  on  the  same  basis  as  with  other 
Commonwealth  States. 

New  Zealand. 

Cheap  Qualification. — A  complaint  was  received  by  the 
Pharmacy  Board  of  New  Zealand  that  a  chemist  who  has 
passed  the  British  Preliminary  examination  and  is  an  ex- 
amined pharmacist  of  New  Zealand  is  advertising  "  chemist 
by  exam.  N.Z.  and  Great  Britain."  The  Board  decided 
they  had  no  jurisdiction  in  the  matter. 

Quackery  Prevention  Bill. — This  Bill  was  read  a  third 
time  on  September  25.  Dr.  Findlay,  the  Minister  of  In- 
ternal Affairs,  in  explaining  the  altered  form  of  the  Bill, 
said  it  had  been  found  to  be  almost  impossible  to  devise — ■ 
at  any  rate  without  an  exceeding  long  and  many-claused 
Bill — machinery  which  would  prevent  under  penalty  the 
"  supply  "  of  advertised  drugs.  It  was  recognised  that  if  a 
man  had  a  remedy  and  someone  came  to  him  and  said 
"  I  want  to  buy  some  of  your  patent  cure  for  rheumatism," 
there  need  not  be  any  false  representation  as  to  the  efficacy 
of  the  medicine,  and  yet  the  supply  would  incur  a  penalty 
under  the  Bill  as  originally  drawn.  In  view  of  the  diffi- 
culties it  was  thought  wise  to  confine  the  Bill  to  the  pro- 
hibition of  false  advertising,  to  the  representation  of  some- 
thing false  in  effect  regarding  any  preparation.  The 
Minister  then  went  on  to  refer  to  certain  notorious  quack 
establishments  against  which  the  Bill  is  directed.  Mr. 
Carncross  said  that  the  Postal  Department  had  already 
in  their  hands  practically  the  same  power.  This  depart- 
ment could  refuse  to  deliver  letters  addressed  to  certain 
establishments,  and  so  crush  any  notorious  industry.  Dr. 
Findlay  interjected  a  remark  that  the  powers  possessed 
by  the  Postal  Department  do  not  apply  to  the  cases  referred 
to  in  the  Bill. 


Mr.  C.  B.  Miller,  chemist  and  dentist,  of  Graaff  Reinet, 
Cape  Colony,  who  has,  along  with  Mrs.  Miller,  had  six 
months'  holiday  at  home,  sailed  from  London  on  Thursday 
for  Cape  Town.  Mr.  Miller,  in  a  bon  voyage  conversation, 
stated  that  he  has  been  much  pleased  with  his  visit,  and 
he  especially  noted  that  his  confreres  at  home  are  more 
enterprising  than  they  generally  got  credit  for.  He  has 
gone  back  brimful  of  enthusiasm. 
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High  Court  Case. 

Luxia  Paper. 

In  the  Chancery  Division  on  November  24,  Mr.  Justice 
Eve  completed  the  hearing  of  the  action  Morris  Berger  v. 
Geo.  Fredk.  Turtle.  Mr.  Ward  Coleridge,  counsel  for  the 
plaintiff,  moved  for  the  appointment  of  a  receiver  and 
manager  of  the  business  of  the  Luxia  Co.,  which  was 
carried  on  for  the  manufacture  of  sensitised  paper  by  the 
plaintiff  and  defendant  in  partnership.  Plaintiff  alleged 
that  a  partnership  was  constituted  by  verbal  agreement, 
but  the  defendant  denied  the  existence  of  any  such  partner- 
ship, and  said  that  plaintiff  only  acted  as  manager. 
Plaintiff  was  defendant's  son-in-law,  and  alleged  that  the 
defendant  was  selling  the  business  and  disregarding  his 
claim  to  a  part  of  the  proceeds.  Plaintiff  relied  upon  an 
agreement  by  which  defendant  agreed  to  give  him  a  quarter 
of  the  profits  on  the  sale  of  the  business.  After  hearing  the 
affidavits  of  the  parties,  Mr.  Justice  Eve  said  it  was  quite 
obvious  that  the  plaintiff,  in  his  affidavits  in  reply  to 
defendant's  affidavits,  in  which  defendant  strenuously 
denied  the  partnership,  had  not  dealt  with  the  material 
paragraph  in  defendant's  affidavit  in  which  he  denied  any 
verba]  agreement  of  partnership.  Under  the  circumstances, 
whatever  view  he  took  of  the  partnership,  he  had  no  alterna- 
tive but  to  dismiss  the  motion,  with  costs. 

Pharmacy  Act,  1868. 

Sheffield  Case  Dismissed. 
At  the  Sheffield  County  Court  on  Thursday,  November  19, 
Judge  Benson  heard  the  adjourned  action  in  which  the 
Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Great  Britain  sought  to  recover 
from  Miss  Bennett,  assistant  to  Mr.  J.  T.  Appleton, 
chemist,  298  South  Road,  Walkley,  the  sum  of  SI.,  being  the 
penalty  incurred  by  her  on  July  13  by  having  sold  poison — 
to  wit,  morphine,  contained  in  Kay's  essence  of  linseed — 
contrary  to  the  provisions  of  the  Act.  Mr.  A.  Neal 
appeared  for  the  plaintiffs,  and  Mr.  A.  Muir  Wilson  for  the 
defendant.  At  a  previous  hearing  Mr.  Foulds,  an  inquiry 
agent,  had  given  evidence  on  behalf  of  the  plaintiffs  to  the 
effect  that  he  purchased  the  essence  from  the  defendant 
at  Mr.  Appleton's  Walkley  shop.  The  defendant,  he  said, 
told  him,  in  reply  to  a  question,  that  her  employer  was  out. 

Mr.  Muir  Wilson  now  submitted  at  some  length  his 
original  argument  that  the  section  of  the  Act  could  not 
apply  in  a  case  in  which  the  sale  of  a  poison  by  an  un- 
qualified person  was  personally  superintended  by  a  qualified 
chemist,  and  quoted  as  his  authority  Mr.  Justice  Hawkins's 
judgment  in  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  v.  Wheeldon.  He 
said  the  evidence  of  Mr.  Appleton  and  the  defendant  would 
show  that  Mr.  Appleton  was  within  a  yard  of  the  girl  when 
she  sold  the  compound,  and  that  before  handing  it  over  to 
the  purchaser  she  took  it  to  Mr.  Appleton,  who  was  behind 
the  screened -off  portion  of  the  shop,  and  asked  him  if  it 
was  "  All  risrht."  He  replied  that  it  was,  and  she  then 
■handed  it  to  the  customer.  Commenting  on  the  evidence  of 
the  witness  Foulds,  Mr.  Wilson  said,  with  regard  to  the 
class  of  evidence  of  men  who  went  about  as  informers,  he 
could  make  this  observation,  that  their  job  was  gone  unless 
they  got  cases  of  convictions ;  and  there  was  a  natural 
inclination  on  their  part  not  to  be  very  particular  about 
their  evidence,  and  his  Honour  ought  to  view  such  with 
suspicion.  He  conceded  that  there  was  poison  in  the  com- 
pound, though  it  would  not  poison  a  fly  :  it  was  about  two- 
sevenths  of  a  grain.  He  wished  the  Pharmaceutical  Society 
had  applied  to  the  consideration  of  this  case,  before  they 
decided  to  take  up  the  prosecution,  the  legal  maxim,  "  De 
minimis  non  curat  lex." 

The  defendant.  Cicely  Shears  Bennett,  in  hpr  evidence, 
bore  out  Mr.  Wilson's  statement  as  to  what  happened  when 
she  sold  the  compound  to  Foulds.  She  was  not  a.  qualified 
chemist,  she  said,  and  knew  she  had  no  right  to  sell  poisons. 
In  cross-examination  she  said  she  was  familiar  with  the 
law  as  to  the  sale  of  poisons,  and  knew  that  a  bottle  con- 
taining poison  must  bear  the  name  and  address  of  the  seller. 
Shown  by  counsel  a  bottle  alleged  to  be  the  one  containing- 
the  compound  sold  to  Foulds,  but  bearing  no  name  and 
address,  she  asserted  that  it  was  not  the  bottle  which  she 


had  sold  to  him.  Her  employer's  bottles  were  invariably- 
stamped  when  they  came  into  stock. 

Mr.  J.  T.  Appleton  corroborated  the  defendant's  evi- 
dence. Replying  to  Mr.  Neal,  witness  said  he  had  a. 
qualified  assistant  at  his  Hillsborough  shop,  but  not  at  his- 
Norton  Woodseats  shop. 

Mr.  Neal  :  Do  you  know  that  on  the  self -same  day  your 
assistant  at  Norton  sold  poison  to  Mr.  Foulds  ? — I  am  well 
aware  of  the  fact. 

And  that  he  consented  to  judgment  for  the  penalty? — 
Yes. 

His  Honour,  in  giving  judgment,  said  the  case  resolved? 
itself  into  a  question  of  fact.  No  one  could  sell  poison 
unless  he  was  a  qualified  and  registered  chemist,  and  in  the- 
interpretation  of  the  word  "selling"  they  were  afforded 
great  assistance  by  Mr.  Justice  Hawkins  in  the  case  of  the 
Pharmaceutical  Society  v.  Wheeldon.  If  the  transaction 
took  place  as  alleged  by  the  defendant  and  Mr.  Appleton', 
that  amounted  to  actual  personal  superintendence  so  far 
as  the  law  could  expect.  He  had  the  positive  evidence  of 
Ihese  two  witnesses.  It  was  true  they  were  interested 
witnesses,  but  it  would  be  a  very  long  step  for  him  to  go- 
to say  that  he  disbelieved  them  altogether.  He  thought  he- 
must  accept  the  view  that  the  defendant  did  show  the  bottle- 
to  Mr.  Appleton,  and  he  should  therefore  give  judgment, 
for  the  defendant. 

Licensing:  Acts. 

Chemists'  Wine-licenses. 
At  Lurgan,  co.  Armagh,  this  week,  the  adjourned  charge 
was  heard  against  Mr.  T.  L.  Cole,  chemist  and  wine-mer- 
chant, who,  being  licensed  to  sell  intoxicating  liquors,  was 
charged  with  keeping  his  premises  open  at  an  hour  pro- 
hibited by  law— viz.,  10.30  p.m.  (see  C.  &  D.,  October  24, 
p.  641).  Mr.  Fleming,  who  defended,  said  that  at  the 
last  hearing  the  Magistrates  were  satisfied  to  let  the  case 
drop  if  the  defendant  provided  a  place  structurally 
separated.  Mr.  Mahony  said  that  was  only  to  be  taken- 
in  mitigation  of  the  offence.  He  insisted  on  a  penalty, 
no  matter  how  small,  otherwise  he  would  apply  to  have  a 
case  stated.  Mr.  Fleming  said  the  case  was  adjourned  on- 
the  understanding  that  if  the  defendant  did  the  work 
required  that  would  be  the  end  of  it,  consequently  neither 
the  defendant  nor  his  witnesses  were  present.  After 
further  argument.  Mr.  Fleming  consented  to  a  fine  of  Is. 
and  costs  of  the  court. 

Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Acts. 

Vinegar. 

At  Mansfield  on  November  19,  William  Hardy,  GeralcT 
Hardy,  and  Joseph  Martin,  of  Kirkby-in-Ashfield.  mineral- 
water  and  vinegar  manufacturers,  were  each  fined  21.,  and 
costs,  for  selling  vinegar  which  the  public  analyst  certified 
to  be  diluted  acetic  acid. 

Camphorated  Oil. 
At  Alfreton  last  week,  Alfred  Evison,  chemist  and  drug- 
gist, was  fined  Is.  and  20.s.  costs  for  selling  camphorated' 
oil  which  Mr.  John  White,  Derby  public  analyst,  certified 
to  be  deficient  in  camphor  to  the  extent  of  14.5  per  cent. 
The  assistant  who  made  the  oil  testified  to  its  being  cor- 
rectly made,  and  it  was  also  urged  for  the  defence  that  the 
analyst's  certificate  was  bad. 

Milk  of  Sulphur. 
At  Wolverhampton  Police  Court  on  Wednesday,  Novem- 
ber 25,  before  the  Stipendiary  Magistrate  (Mr.  A.  C.  A. 
Neville),  George  Bottiey,  of  Horseley  Fields,  was  fined 
5.s.,  and  costs  (total  23.s.  6^.),  for  selling  milk  of  sulphur 
which  the  public  analyst  found  to  be  flowers  of  sulphur, 
and  not  milk  of  sulphur.  The  Stipendiary  asked,  "Is 
there  any  difference  in  the  chemical  properties?"  and  the 
defendant  said  there  was  not  one  in  a  thousand  who  would' 
know  the  difference  between  the  two. 

County  Court  Cases. 

Evidence  of  Means. 
In  the  City  of  London  Court  on  November  20,  before 
Judge  Lum'ley  Smith,  K.C.,  T.  Whittingham  &  Co.,  Ltd., 
10  Little  Trinity  Lane,  E.C.,  sought  to  enforce  payment  of 
51.  8s.  due  from  the  defendant,  Mr.  Ambrosius  L.  Bong, 
20  Bucklersbury,  E.C.  Plaintiffs  said  that  the  defendant 
was  the  proprietor  of  an  anaesthetic  for  painless  dentistry. 


November  28,  1908 


TH'fcl  CHEMIST 


AND  DRUGGIST 


819 


Judge  Lumley  Smith  :  That  does  not  prove  that  he  gets  any 
money  out  of  it.  An  order  for  the  payment  of  11.  a  month 
-was  made. 

Perils  of  the  Sea. 
At  the  Lord  Mayor's  Court  on  November  19,  before  the 
Recorder  (Sir  Forrest  Fulton,  K.C.)  and  a  jury,  Messrs. 
A  Boake,  Roberts  &  Co.,  Ltd.,  manufacturing  chemists, 
•Stratford,  E.,  sued  the  P.  &  O.  Steam  Navigation  Co.  for 
14Z.  4s.  as  damages  for  the  non-delivery  of  certain  naphtha- 
lene balls  shipped  to  Hong-Kong.  For  the  plaintiffs  it 
was  stated  that  in  June  ten  casks  of  naphthalene  balls 
were  handed  over  to  the  defendants,  but  only  one  was 
■delivered.  The  defendants  contended  that  under  a  clause 
in  the  bill  of  lading  they  were  not  responsible  for  goods 
lost  or  damaged  by  "  perils  of  the  sea."  In  this  case  the 
goods  were  so  damaged  through  heavy  weather  that  they 
•could 'not  be  delivered.  Evidence  was  called  to  show  that 
the  cargo  was  properly  stowed.  The  jury  found  a  verdict 
for  the  plaintiffs  for  81.  5s.  and  costs. 

An  Interpleader  Case. 
AT  the  Nottingham  County  Court  on  November  19,  before 
Judge  Allen.  Messrs.  Brook,  Parker  &  Co.,  wholesale  drug- 
gists, Br  adford,  sued  G.  Walker,  herbalist,  Beeston, 
and  Mrs.  Walker  claimed  goods  to  the  value  of  11/. 
which  had  been  sold  under  an  execution  for  debt. 
•She  pleaded  that  she  bought  them  out  of  her  savings.  The 
Judge  held  that  only  a  portion  of  the  goods  named  belonged 
to  Mrs.  Walker,  for  whom  he  gave  judgment  for  61,  the 
•costs  to  be  divided. 


Failure. 

Itc  David  Watson,  41  Sinclair  Drive,  Langside,  Glasgow, 
€hemist  and  Druggist.— Mr.  James  Winning,  chartered  ac- 
countant, of  Messrs.  Wilson,  Stirling  &  Co.,  chartered  ac- 
countants, 186  St.  Vincent  Street,  Glasgow,  the  trustee  on  the 
sequestrated  estates  of  the  above,  intimates  that  an  account  of 
his  intromissions  with  the  funds  of  the  estate,  brought  down  to 
November  6,  has  been  audited  bv  the  commissioners,  and  that 
•on  and  after  January  7,  1909,  a  first  and  final  dividend  will  be 
paid  withi-  his  chambers  to  those  creditors  whose  claims  have 
been  lodged  and  admitted. 


Gazette. 


Partnership  Dissolved. 

Dovaston,  M.  E.,  and  Hammond,  C.  F.  D.,  medical  prac- 
titioners, Hendon,  Middlesex,  under  the  style  of  Dovaston 
&  Hammond. 

The  Bankruotcy  Acts,  1883  and  i8go. 

Receiving  Orders. 
Bedford,  Robert  Thomas,  Fulham  Palace  Road,  Fulham, 
London,  S  W.,  late  Maiden  Road,  Kentish  Town,  London, 
N.W.,  physician  and  surgeon. 
Hill,  John  Robert,  Sheffield,  surgeon. 

Adjudications. 

Bedford,  Robert  Thomas,  Fulham  Palace  Road,  Fulham, 

London,  S  W,  and  Maiden  Road,  Kentish  Town,  London, 

N.W.,  physician  and  surgeon. 
Gafstt-k,  James,  and  Simpson,  Joseph  Henry  (trading  as 

Capstick  &  Simpson),  Burnley,  Lane,  botanical  brewers 

and  cordial  manufacturers. 


New  Companies  and  Company 

News. 

W.  M.  Griffin  Co.,  Ltd.— Private  company.  Capital 
1.000/.  Objects:  To  carry  on  the  business  of  chemists,  drug- 
gists, dentists,  etc.  Directors,  W.  M.  Griffin  and  H.  C.  Mares 
Registered  office,  96  St.  John  Street.  E.C. 

Dr.  Klftt  and  Dr.  Speidel,  Ltd.— Private  company.  Capital 
1.000/.  Objects:  To  manufacture,  import,  export,  and  deal 
in  gelatine,  etc.  Directors,  H.  Winter,  Dr.  R.  Sneidel,  and 
Dr.  M.  Klett.  Registered  office,  10-16  Scrutton  Street,  Fins- 
bury,  E.C. 

_  Marrisco.  Ltd.— Private  company.  Capital  2.000/.  Ob- 
jectsTo  take  over  the  business  of  Marrison  &  Co  manu- 
facturing chemists,  etc.,  100  Clapham  Road,  Bedford^   C.  A 


Kirkbv  is  permanent  director.  Registered  office,  100  Clapham 
Road, 'Bedford. 

Key  Glassworks,  Ltd. — Private  company.  Capital  6.050/. 
Objects:  To  carry  on  the  business  of  manufacturers  of  and 
dealers  in  bottles,  jars,  and  glassware,  etc.  Subscribers. 
H.  C.  Fraser,  Bawdsley  Hall,  Woodbridge,  and  C.  E.  Clay 
79  Empress  Avenue,  Ilford. 

Feeemans'  Veterinary  Chemists,  Ltd. — Private  company. 
Capital  500/.  To  carry  on  the  business  oi  wholesale  or  retail 
veterinary  chemists  and  animal-medicine  manufacturers,  etc. 
Subscribers,  J.  Freeman  and  J.  H.  Freeman,  109  Icknield 
Street,  Birmingham,  manufacturing  chemists. 

Wilson  &  Holmes,  Ltd. — Private  company.  Capital  2,000/. 
Objects :  To  take  over  the  business  of  Wilson  &  Holmes, 
aerated-water  manufacturers.  The  first  directors  are  J.  D. 
Wilson  and  G.  F.  Holmes.  Registered  office,  Old  Paper  Mill 
Buildings,  Hall  Brow  Street,  Workington,  Cumberland. 

Corona,  Ltd. — Private  company.  Capital  2,000/.  Objects: 
To  acquire  the  business  carried  on  by  C.  Phillips  at  35  Dan- 
bury  Street,  N.,  as  the  '*  Royal  Standard  Perfumery  Co."  The 
first  subscribers  are  C.  Phillips,  G.  W.  Brockelsby,  and  C.  E. 
Thomas.    Registered  office,  35  Danbury  Street,  Islington,  N. 

Albert  Browne,  Ltd. — Private  company.  Capital  8,000/. 
Objects:  To  acquire  the  business  of  A.  Browne  (deceased), 
manufacturer  of  and  wholesale  and  retail  dealer  in  india- 
rubber  and  vulcanite  goods,  etc.,  at  Leicester  and  Liverpool. 
The  first  directors  are  W.  J.  A.  Browne,  A.  F.  Browne,  and 
E.  Browne. 

Vaporite-Strawson  Co.,  Ltd. — Private  company.  Capital 
20,000/.  Objects:  To  acquire  the  business  in  "Vaporite" 
carried  on  by  G.  F.  Straw;on  and  W.  J.  Strawson.  The  first 
directors  are  J.  Hacking  (chairman),  G.  F.  Strawson,  W.  J. 
Strawson,  J.  E.  Evans-Jackson,  and  L.  Hacking.  Registered 
office,  Spencer  House,  South  Place,  E.C. 

T.  H.  Walton  &  Co.,  Ltd.— Private  Company.  Capital 
2,000/.  Objects:  To  take  over  the  business  of  manufacturing 
chemists,  druggists,  herbalists,  dealers  in  spectacles  and  eye- 
glasses, etc.,  carried  on  by  him  at  103  Westgate,  Roberts 
Street,  and  Moor  End,  all  in  Cleckheaton,  as  Walton  &  Co. 
T.  H.  Walton  is  sole  director  for  life.  Registered  office, 
103  Westgate,  Cleckheaton,  Yorks. 


Caledonian  Chemists,  Ltd. — At  extraordinary  meetings  of 
the  shareholders,  held  at  108  Commercial  Street*  Dundee,  last 
week,  it  was  resolved  to  wind  up  the  company  %'oluntaril v,  and 
Mr.  J.  T.  Mackenzie,  incorporated  accountant,  175  St. 
Vincent  Street,  Glasgow,  was  appointed  liquidator. 

Cassel  Cyanide  Co.,  Ltd.— The  directors  recommend  a 
dividend  of  20  per  cent.,  free  of  income-tax,  making,  with  the 
10  per  cent,  interim  dividend  paid  in  June  last,  30  per  cent, 
for  the  year  ended  September  30.  They  also  recommend  that 
a  bonus  of  10  per  cent,  be  paid  in  addition. 

Ilford,  Ltd.— The  report  for  the  year  ended  October  31, 
1908,  to  be  presented  at  the  meeting  on  December  1,  states 
that,  after  making  allowance  for  depreciation  and  pro- 
vision for  doubtful  debts,  the  net  profit  for  the  year  ia 
28,810/.  Tlrs,  with  1.838/.  brought  forward,  gives  "30.648/. 
for  appropriation.  The  directors  recommend  that  6,000/.  be 
written  off  goodwill,  2.000/.  be  written  off  investments,  and 
that  a  dividend  be  paid  on  the  ordinary  share  capital  for  the 
year  of  4  per  cent.,  leaving  3,648/.  to  be  carried  forward. 

Lewis  &  Burrows,  Ltd — The  report  of  the  directors  for 
the  year  enderl  September  30,  to  be  submitted  at  the  annual 
meeting  at  Winchester  House,  Old  Broad  Street,  E.C.,  on 
November  27,  at  12  noon,  states  that  in  the  face  of  universal 
bad  trade  and  the  tendency  to  increased  cost  of  certain 
materials,  the  shareholders  are  to  be  congratulated  on  the 
slightly  improved  results.  The  shop  at  Surhiton  not  having 
shown  any  great  promise,  the  directors  decided  to  close  it.  and 
have  recently  opened  a  shop  at  Shepherd's  Bush,  near  tho 
Exhibition  entrance.  It  is  proposed  to  pay  upon  the  pre- 
ference shares  a  further  dividend  of  3  per  cent.  (less  income- 
tax),  making  6  per  cent,  for  the  year,  and  on  the  ordinary- 
shares  a  dividend  of  3  per  cent,  (less  income-tax)  for  the 
vear.  Mr.  J.  K.  Matterson,  who  retires  by  rotation,  offers 
himself  for  re-election.  The  gross  profits  for  the  year  were 
5,669/.  10s.  lid.,  from  which  are  deducted  salaries  of  general 
manager  and  secretary  645/.,  directors'  fees  450/.,  auditors' 
fees  120/..  amount  written  off  repairs  and  imnrovements 
account  35/.  14s.  5d.,  depreciation  reserve  account  822/.  4s.  2d.. 
leaving  a  net  balance  of  3,596/.  12s.  4d. 

Camwal.  Ltd. — The  annual  report  of  the  directors  for  the 
year  ended  September  30  recommends  the  usual  5  per  cent, 
dividend  on  preference  shares  only.  This  absorbs  2  "72/.  3s., 
leaving  a  balance  of  670/.  3s.  4r7.  to  be  carried  forwai-d.  The 
directors  de°nly  regret  the  death  of  Mr.  .T.  H.  Wilson.  J. P., 
C.C.,  who  for  so  many  years  sruided  the  working  of  the 
Harroeate  branch.  They  also  point  out  that  the  past  season, 
though  fine,  was  seldom  so  hot  as  to  stimulate  the  consumption 
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of  mineral  waters,  and  the  method  of  supplying  direct  to  the 
consumer  has  affected  the  individual  chemist's  trade  in 
London.  In  order  to  enable  the  directors  to  assist  customers 
by  delivering  goods  direct  and  collecting  the  money  in  the 
name  of  the  company,  and  so  meet  this  competition,  they 
recommend  that  an  alteration  be  made  in  the  memorandum 
of  association  which  will  enable  the  company  "  to  manufac- 
ture, manipulate,  render  merchantable,  and  purchase  aerated 
and  mineral  waters  of  all  kinds."  For  this  purpose  an  extra- 
ordinary general  meeting  is  convened  to  take  place  immedi- 
ately after  the  general  meeting,  which  will  be  held  at  the 
Frascati  Restaurant,  Oxford  Street,  W.,  on  Tuesday,  Decem- 
ber 1,  at  3  p.m.  The  factory  managers  point  out  that  some 
country  customers  are  slow  in  returning  empties,  in  conse- 
quence of  which  the  directors  emphasise  the  necessity  of 
customers  returning  empties  without  delay,  especially  during 
the  summer  months.  The  profit-and-loss  account  shows  a 
gross  profit  (after  deducting  depreciation)  of  15,725/.  9s.  6d., 
the  net  profit  (after  deducting  general  expenses  8,571/.,  rents, 
etc.,  1,021/.,  insurance  362/.,  advertising  1,189/.,  directors' 
fees,  etc.,  547/.,  interest  on  debentures  1,923/.,  bad  debts  222/.) 
being  2,025/.  Mr.  Horace  Davenport,  who  retires  from  the 
board,  offers  himself  for  re-election. 


Mortgage  and  Charges. — A  memorandum  of  satisfaction  in 
full  of  a  debenture  dated  July  17,  1908,  securing  200/.,  has 
been  filed  by  Matthews  &  Price.  Ltd.,  chemists,  London.  A 
statement  of  the  total  amount  of  mortgages  outsanding  on 
July  1  has  been  filed  by  Stephen  Smith  <£•  Co.,  Ltd.,  wine 
merchants,  London,  pursuant  to  the  Companies  Act,  1907, 
Section  12— viz.,  4,000/. 


Births. 


Aitken. — At  Cape  Town,  on  October  25,  the  wife  of  W. 
Aitken,  chemist,  of  a  daughter. 

Chapman. — At  Ballencrieff,  Troon,  on  November  21,  the 
wife  of  J.  Chapman,  chemist  and  druggist,  of  a  daughter. 

Mitchell. — At  6  Erskine  Street,  Aberdeen,  on  Novem- 
ber 21,  the  wife  of  W.  G.  Mitchell,  chemist  and  druggist, 
of  a  daughter. 

Marriages. 

Daintree — McGregor. — At  St.  John's,  East  Malvern, 
Melbourne,  Vic,  on  October  7,  by  the  Rev.  J.  B.  Gason, 
Ernest  Daintree,  pharmaceutical  chemist,  youngest  son  of 
the  late  Mr.  Robert  Daintree,  Knebworth,  Herts,  to  Alice 
Annie,  widow  of  Dr.  T.  Mclntyre  McGregor,  Ferndale 
Road,  London,  S.W. 

Moloney — O'Meara. — At  the  Augustinian  Church,  Dub- 
lin, on  November  18,  by  the  Rev.  Jas.  Byrnes,  C.C., 
Cashel,  assisted  by  the  Rev.  Raleigh,  O.S.A.  (cousin  to 
the  bride),  Rev.  Murphy,  C.C.,  Tipperary,  and  Rev. 
Donelly,  C.C.,  Nenagh,  James  R.  Moloney,  pharma- 
ceutical chemist,  youngest  son  of  the  late  Mr.  James 
Moloney,  Guithdrum,  Tipperary,  to  Kathleen  (Kattie), 
youngest  daughter  of  the  late  Mr.  Timothy  O'Meara, 
merchant,  Tipperary. 


Deaths. 

Turner. — At  Lynne,  Osborne  Road,  Clifton,  on  Novem- 
ber 22,  Mr.  George  Thomas  Turner,  pharmacist  and  dentist, 
aged  fifty-five.  Mr.  Turner  had  been  in  poor  health 
for  some  years,  and  consequently  had  not  participated  much 
in  pharmaceutical  affairs,  with  which  his  name  was  a  few 
years  ago  closely  identified.  For  example,  he  was  at  one 
time  a  member  of  the  Executive  of  the  Federation  of  Phar- 
maceutical Associations,  and  it  may  be  recalled  that  when 
Mr.  W.  S.  Glyn-Jones  promoted  the  Convention  of 
Chemists'  Associations  in  London  for  the  final  struggle 
between  manufacturers  and  retailers  as  regards  price-pro- 
tection, Mr.  Turner  was  one  of  the  best  speakers.  He  was 
a  native  of  Max  worthy,  Devonshire,  and  passed  the  Minor 
examination  in  February  1874  and  the  Major  in  December 
1877.  In  the  year  following  the  latter  event  he  purchased 
the  "White  Lady's  Gate"  Pharmacy,  Clifton,  where  a 
high-class  dispensing  and  retail  business  had  been  founded 
by  Messrs.  Hatch,  Isaac  &  Co.  about  1866.    This  he  sold  a 


year  ago  owing  to  failing  health,  but  for  many  years  he- 
had  devoted  most  of  his  time  to  dental  practice  in  Osborne 
Road.  He  was  formerly  President  of  the  Bristol  Phar- 
maceutical Association.  Mr.  Turner  married  a  daughter 
of  the  late  Mr.  J.  H.  Lockley,  who  pre-deceased  him.  The 
interment  took  place  on  Thursday  at  Redland  Green- 
Cemetery. 

Cottingham.— At  Witham  on  November  12,  Mr.  Joseph 
John  Cottingham,  chemist  and  druggist,  aged  seventy-five. 

Feaver. — At  Truro  on  November  17,  Mr.  Samuel  Fearer,, 
chemist  and  druggist,  aged  eighty. 

Ling. — At  the  residence  of  his  son  (Mr.  Arthur  R  Line 
F.I.C.,  F.C.S.),   New   Maiden,  on  November  13,  Mr. 
Edwin     Ling,  chemist 
and      druggist,  aged 
eighty-two.      Mr.  Ling 
was  born  at  Bath  in  1825, 
but  his  parents  went  to 
Plymouth  while  he  was 
a  child,  so  that  he  was 
educated  at  the  Grammar 
School  there,  and  served 
his  apprenticeship  with 
Mr.  John  Smith,  chemist, 
in    the    town.  Subse- 
quently he  came  to  Lon- 
don to  extend  his  ex- 
perience, and  among  the 
positions  he  held  was  one 
with  Mr.  W.  V.  Wright, 
the  founder  of  the  busi- 
ness of  Wright,  Layman 
&  Umney,  Ltd.,  South- 
wark,  S.E.,  and  the  originator  of  liquor  carbonis  detergens 
and  its  preparations.    The  experience  which  he  obtained  of 
the  manufacturing  and  wholesale  trade  proved  useful  to 
him  in  after-years  when  he  was  in  business  on  his  own 
account  at  Esher.    It  was  about  1855  that  he  went  there, 
and  he  built  up  an  excellent  dispensing  and  retail  connec- 
tion.   He  was  appointed  chemist  to  the  late  Queen  Marie 
Amelie,  Consort  of  Louis  Philippe,  and  to  the  Orleans 
family,  then  in  residence  at  Claremont.  About  fifteen  years 
ago  he  sold  the  pharmacy  to  Mr.  John  Chapman,  and  since 
then  had  lived  with  his  son.    Mr.  Ling  was  a  good  chemist, 
and  it  was  partly  on  account  of  his  appreciation  of  the 
science  that  he  sent  his  son  Mr.  Arthur  R.  Ling  to  Finsbury 
Technical  College,  and  as  the  result  of  his  training  there 
he  has  become  one  of  the  leading  experts  in  brewing  and 
malting. ' 

Allen. — At  Beechcroft,  Eversleigh  Park  Road,  Winch- 
more  Hill,  on  November  19,  Mr.  William  Clarkson  Allen, 
of  Messrs.  Stafford  Allen  &  Co.,  Ltd.,  aged  sixty-one. 
The  death  of  Mr.  Allen  was  not  unexpected,  for  he  had 
been  suffering  for  some  months  from  a  malady  which  gave 
him  no  hope,  and  he  had  "  set  his  house  in  order,"  facing 
death  with  that  heroic  fortitude  inherent  in  an  English 
gentleman  and  Friend.  He  was  the  third  son  of  Stafford 
Allen  (the  nephew  of 
William  Allen,  first  Pre- 
sident of  the  Pharmaceu- 
tical Society),  who  was  a 
miller  at  Amersham, 
when  in  1833  he  joined 
with  his  friend,  the 
Ampthill  druggist, 
Charles  May,  to  found 
the  grinding  business  of 
May  &  Allen,  at  Cowper 
Street,  E.C.  Ten  years 
later  Mr.  May  retired  in 
favour  of  George  Allen, 
a  younger  brother  of  his 
partner,  who  in  his  turn 
left  London  in  1857  to 
manage  the  manufactur- 
ing part  of  the  business 
at  Ampthill,  which  had 
been  established  by  Mr.  May,  and  his  place  in  London 
was  taken  by  Edward  Ransome  Allen,  second  son  of  Stafford 
Allen,  and  a  student  of  Von  Hofmann.      His  younger 
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brother,  William  Clarkson  Allen,  entered  the  business  in 
1863,  when  he  was  in  his  seventeenth  year.  He  had  been 
educated  at  the  Friends'  School  in  York,  and  it  may  here 
be  noted  that  the  sound  education  he  there  obtained  was  so 
appreciated  by  him  that  his  interest  in  the  school  and  in 
education  generally  never  waned,  while  he  also  played 
a  part  in  promoting  Foreign  Missions.  In  1871  Stafford 
Allen  withdrew  from  active  participation  in  the  business, 
and  the  names  of  his  sons  became  permanently  associated 
with  it  as  Stafford  Allen  &  Sons,  William  Clarkson  Allen 
being  admitted  a  partner,  which  he  remained  until  the 
conversion  of  the  business  into  a  private  company,  when  he 
became  a  director.  Mr.  Allen  was  well  known  on  'Change 
and  to  many  pharmacists.  He  took  a  keen  interest  in  all 
departments  of  his  house's  business,  and  it  may  be  remem- 
bered that  in  1900  he  communicated,  in  association  with 
Mr.  E.  T.  Brewis,  a  paper  to  the  British  Pharmaceutical 
Conference  on  "  Almond  Oil  and  its  Substitutes."  He  was 
a  man  of  charming  personality,  broad-minded,  and  warm- 
hearted. He  was  also  a  keen  sportsman,  being  especially 
fond  of  fly-fishing,  and  was  a  member  of  the  Fly-fishers' 
Club.  He  is  survived  by  Mrs.  Allen,  two  unmarried 
daughters,  and  one  son,  Mr.  Kenneth  C.  Allen,  who  is  a 
director  of  Stafford  Allen  &  Sons,  Ltd.  The  funeral  took 
place  at  the  Friends'  burial-ground  at  Stoke  Newington 
on  Monday,  when,  besides  the  relatives,  a  representation 
of  the  staff  and  workers  of  the  company  were  present,  and 
Mr.  Francis  Ransom  (Hitchin),  Mr.  E.  de  Quincey  Quincey, 
and  Mr.  J.  F.  Gray. 

Hovenden. — At  Westgate-on-Sea  on  November  23,  Mr. 
Robert  Hovenden,  F.S.A.,  F.R.Hist.Soc,  of  Heathcote, 

Park  Hill  Road,  Croy- 
don, aged  seventy-nine. 
Mr.  Hovenden  was  senior 
director  of  Hovenden  & 
Sons,      Ltd.,  Berners 
Street,    W.,    and  City 
Road,  London,  E.C.,  per- 
fumers and  patent-medi- 
cine dealers.   He  was  the 
eldest    son    of  P^be^+ 
Hovenden,  the  founder  of 
the  business.  Mr.  Hoven- 
den was  born  in  1830,  and 
after  being  educated  at  a 
private  school  in  the  City 
was  apprenticed  to  Mr. 
Thomas     Churcher,  of 
King     Street,  Regent 
Street,  W.,  whose  busi- 
ness      he  afterwards 
acquired.    In  the  late  fifties  he  was  taken  into  partnership 
by  his  father,  who  died  in  1872,  and  since  then  has  been 
engaged  in  conducting  the  business  along  with  his  brothers 
—Mr.  A.  Hovenden  and  Mr.  R.  G.  Hovenden.  The  business 
was  converted  into  a  limited  liability  company  in  1899  with 
a  capital  of  200,000Z.  Mr.  Hovenden  celebrated  his  golden 
wedding  in  1905.    The  firm  founded  the  "Hairdressers' 
Chronicle  "  in  1866,  and  promoted  the  establishment  of  the 
Hairdressers'  Guild.    The  latter  was  formed  "upon  the 
principle  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  .  .  .  having  a  con- 
versazione at  stated  intervals,  a  library,  museum,  lectures, 
and  a  school  of  hairdressing."    Mr.  Hovenden  was  also 
connected  with  the  Barbers'  Company ;  he  was  elected 
Master  in  1897  and  spent  a  considerable  amount  in  re- 
decorating the  Company's  hall.    Apart  from  his  business 
activities  Mr.  Hovenden  had  made  a  reputation  as  an 
antiquary.    Mr.  Sidney  Young,  F.S.A.,  writes  of  him  : 
His  researches  in  genealogy  have  been  important,  and 
there  are  few  English  family  histories  with  which  he  was 
not  in  some  degree  acquainted,  while  there  were  many, 
especially  those  relating  to  Kent,  where  his  knowledge  of 
descent  and  pedigree  was  profound. 

One  of  his  greatest  delights  was  a  visit  to  any  old  church 
in  Kent,  a  friendly  foregathering  with  the  parson  (and  in 
this  connection  I  have  heard  some  amusing  anecdotes),  but, 
above  all,  a  search  through  the  parish  registers— an  in- 
vestigation renewed  next  day  and  repeated  later  on  as 
opportunity  occurred.  Yet  he  did  more  than  merelv  search  ; 
he  extracted  in  his  neat  and  precise  handwriting,  with 
infinite  care,  not  only  every  item  relating  to  the" births, 
marriages,  and  deaths  of  such  families  as  he  was  interested 
m,  but  in  some  cases  the  entire  registers. 


This  was  particularly  exemplified  in  the  case  of  the  Hugue- 
not registers  preserved  at  Canterbury  Cathedral,  a  most 
important  series  of  historical  records.  Perhaps  his  monu- 
mental  work  is  "  The  Register  of  Christenings,  Marriages, 
and  Burials  in  the  Parish  of  Allhallows,  London  Wall,  1559- 
1675,"  privately  printed  at  the  Chiswick  Press  in  1878,  a 
sumptuous  and  large  auarto  volume  of  609  pages,  of  which 
only  fifty-three  copies  were  issued. 

Mr.  Hovenden  was  Past  Master  of  the  Emulation  Lodge  of 

Freemasons. 

Taylor. — At  Walton-on-the-Hill,  Liverpool,  on  No- 
vember 10,  Mr.  George  Taylor,  chemist  and  druggist,  aged 
eighty-seven. 

Wilkinson.— On  November  15,  Mr.  John  Horsley  F.  C. 
Wilkinson,  chemist  and  druggist,  Colne,  aged  thirty-six, 
Mr.  Wilkinson  had  not  enjoyed  good  health  since  March 
last,  and  a  sea  voyage  in  summer  gave  no  material  im- 
provement. Latterly  he  had  been  residing  with  his  brother, 
Dr.  Wilkinson,  medical  officer  of  health  for  Gainsborough. 
He  succeeded  to  his  father's  business  at  15  Church  Street,. 
Colne,  some  years  ago. 


Personalities. 


Mr.  J.  A.  Foster,  F.I.C.,  has  been  appointed  public- 
analyst  for  Louth. 

Mr.  Thos.  Alex.  Cook,  of  Bow,  is  to  preside  at  the- 
annual  festival  dinner  of  trie  West  Ham  and  East  London 
Hospital. 

Mr.  R.  A.  Robinson,  as  Chairman  of  the  London  County 
Council,  presented  an  address  to  the  King  of  Sweden  on 
November  21. 

Mr.  C.  A.  Basker,  eldest  son  of  Mr.  J.  A.  Basker,  Ph.C, 
17  Fore  Street,  Bridgwater,  has  obtained  the  degrees  of 
Bachelor  of  Medicine  and  Bachelor  of  Surgery  of  the 
London  University. 

Mr.  Charles  W.  White,  F.R.G.S.,  left  London  last  week 
on  his  return  journey  to  Bombay.  Mr.  White  has  had  ai 
busy  time  while  he  has  been  at  home,  and  he  expects  a. 
repetition  of  that  experience  in  India. 

Mr.  A.  Sercombe  Griffin,  who  was  compelled  to  vacate- 
his  position  with  Messrs.  De  Souza  &  Co.,  of  Rangoon, 
three  months  ago  owing  to  ill-health,  has  greatly  benefited' 
by  the  voyage  home,  and  is  now  robust. 

Alderman  W.  Edmondson,  chemist  and  druggist, 
Kendal,  has  been  elected  to  the  membership  of  the  borough 
Education  Committee,  and  as  a  representative  of  the  Town-' 
Council  on  the  Small-pox  Joint  Hospital  Board. 

Mr.  A.  E.  Richmond,  3  St.  Peter's  Road,  Great  Yar- 
mouth. Hon.  Secretary  of  the  Great  Yarmouth  Pharma~_ 
ceutical  Association,  will  be  glad  to  hear  of  any  Chemists" 
Association  in  connection  with  which  a  miniature-rifle  club- 
is  carried  on. 

Mr.  W.  G.  Wells,  chemist  and  druggist,  of  41  Stone 
Street,  Maidstone,  gained  the  first  prize  in  the  chemists" 
class  at  the  local  window-dressing  competition  held  or 
November  19.  Messrs.  Corfe  &  Sons,  of  5  Gabriel's  Hill, 
were  very  highly  commended. 

We  are  reminded  that  Sir  William  J.  Baxter,  of 
Coleraine,  is  the  first  pharmaceutical  chemist  to  be  knighted 
by  King  Edward.  The  honour  was  conferred  upon  him  iiv 
1907.  Sir  Thomas  Barclay  is  the  first  pharmaceutical 
chemist  of  Great  Britain  to  receive  the  honour. 

The  Nobel  Prize  in  chemistry  (value  7,640Z.)  has  been-, 
awarded  to  Professor  Ernest  Rutherford,  F.R.S.,  of  Man- 
chester. In  medicine  and  physiology  the  prize  is  divided, 
between  Professor  Elie  Metchnikoff,  of  the  Pasteur  Insti- 
tute, and  Dr.  Ehrlich,  of  the  Frankfort  Therapeutic  Insti- 
tute. 

Mr.  A.  R.  Smith,  M.Sc,  pharmaceutical  chemist,  who 
has  passed  the  Final  examination  of  the  Institute  of" 
Chemistrv  in  biological  chemistry  and  bacteriology,  took 
his  B.Sc.'  degree  in  honours  chemistry  at  Manchester  ire 
June  1907,  and  the  M.Sc.  degree  for  research  in  organic- 
chemistry  in  July  last  (O.  &  D.,  July  11,  p.  41).  He  was- 
formerly  at  the  Pharmacie  Swann,  Paris,  and  with  Messrs,. 
Reynolds  &  Branson,  Ltd.,  Leeds. 
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Business  Changes. 

Properly  authenticated  business  notices  (not  being  advertisements) 
arc  inserted  in  this  section  free  of  charge  if  promptly  com- 
municated to  the  Editor. 


The  Timothy  White  Co.,  Ltd.,  have  opened  a  branch 
at  121  High  Street,  Gillingham,  Kent. 

Pritchard,  Ltd.,  manufacturers  of  teething-powders, 
have  erected  new  premises  at  Cheadle,  Manchester. 

The  County  Chemical  Co.,  Park  Street,  are  having  new 
premises  erected  in  Bradford  Street,  Birmingham. 

Mr.  F.  Ross  Sergeant  has  removed  his  business  from 
11  Beastmarket  Hill,  Nottingham,  to  more  extensive 
premises  next  door. 

.Mr.  W.  H.  Dunford,  Ph.C,  has  purchased  the  business 
■of  Mr.  J.  Allen,  chemist  and  druggist,  at  8  North  Street, 
Bedminster,  Bristol. 

Mr.  R.  Mumford,  chemist  and  druggist,  17  Meteor 
Street,  Cardiff,  has  disposed  of  his  business  to  Mr.  A.  T. 
"Mogg,  chemist  and  druggist. 

Mr.  George  Somerville,  chemist  and  druggist,  18  Hope 
Park  Terrace,  Edinburgh,  will  remove  next  month  to  a 
new  shop  in  South  Clerk  Street. 

Mr.  A.  M.  Kneale,  chemist  and  druggist,  has  taken  oyer 
the  business  of  Mr.  A.  E.  Kennerly,  chemist  and  druggist, 
at  Frodsham  and  Helsby,  Cheshire. 

Mr.  Blackbourn  has  taken  over  the  business  of  Messrs. 
Douglas  &  Co.  at  580  Coventry  Road,  Small  Heath,  Bir- 
mingham.  Mr.  Douglas  has  left  for  Melbourne. 


Trade  Notes. 


Balsam  of  Aniseed. — Messrs.  Newball  &  Mason, 
Nottingham,  are  making  in  this  issue  a  special  offer  in 
regard  to  balsam  of  aniseed. 

Tube-filling  Machine. — Mr.  M.  J.  Fecher,  1  Mollon 
Street,  Old  Street,  London,  E.C.,  is  advertising  collapsible 
tube-filling  machines  in  this  issue.  The  usefulness  of  the 
machines  will  be  appreciated  by  those  who  have  to  put 
up  tubed  specialities. 

The  Spanish  List  of  Messrs.  Evans  Sons  Lescher  & 
Webb,  Ltd.,  Liverpool,  and  60  Bartholomew  Close,  London, 
E.C.,  has  just  been  published  after  revision.  It  circulates 
in  Spain  and  South  America,  and  is  interesting  as  showing 
the  wide  extent  of  the  company's  business. 

American  Representative. — Messrs.  W.  J.  Smith  &  Co. , 
2635  Michigan  Avenue,  Chicago,  U.S.A.,  advertise  in  this 
number  that  they  are  willing  to  introduce  on  commission 
proprietary  medicines  and  druggists'  sundries  to  the 
United  States  and  Canada. 

Iodoglidine,  about  which  we  have  had  inquiries  lately, 
is  a  combination  of  iodine  with  albumen,  and  on  that 
account  is  stated  to  be  better  tolerated  than  inorganic  com- 
binations of  iodine.  Iodoglidine  is  sold  in  this  country  by 
Messrs.  Menley  &  James,  Ltd.,  Menley  House,  Farringdon 
Road,  London,  E.C. 

Sanitas  Fuiviigator. — A  seasonable  and  saleable  form  of 
fumigator  is  being  pushed  just  now  by  the  Sanitas  Co., 
Ltd.,  Bethnal  Green,  London,  E.  The  Sanitas  Fumigator, 
of  which  particulars  are  given  in  our  advertising  columns, 
diffuses  a  pleasant  balmy  vapour  in  the  sick-room  particu- 
larly soothing  in  lung  troubles. 

Bronnley's  Offer. — The  special  offer  made  by  Messrs. 
H.  Bronnley  &  Co.,  Ltd.,  Acton  Vale,  London,  W.,  in 
our  advertisement  pages  last  week  is  available  till  the 
■end  of  November.  This  still  gives  time  for  those  chemists 
who  desire  to  avail  themselves  of  the  special  terms.  The 
time  limit,  however,  is  Monday. 

Formozone  is  the  name  which  Messrs.  Chas.  Zimmer- 
mann  &  Co.,  9  and  10  St.  Mary-at-Hill,  London,  E.C,  give 
tp  a  charcoal-cone  which  gives  off  formaldehyde  when  it  is 
ignited.  The  cone  is  suspended  from  its  base  and  lighted 
at  the  apex.  One  cone  gives  off  sufficient  formaldehyde  to 
disinfect  a  room  of  1,000  cubic  ft.  Each  formozone  cone 
is  packed  in  a  cardboard  case,  and  sells  at  6c?. 


New  Century  Feeder. — This  is  the  name  which  Messrs. 
Barclay  &  Sons,  Ltd.,  Farringdon  Street,  London,  E.C, 
gave  some  five  years  ago  to  a  boat-shaped  feeding-bottle 
with  black  rubber  teat  and  patent  valve-attachment.  The 
bottle  is  graduated  in  tablespoons  and  ounces;  and  as 
another  feeder  is  on  the  market  with  a  similar  name,  Messrs. 
Barclay  desire  that  there  should  be  no  confusion  with  theirs. 

Pyro-Crystals. — Mr.  E.  Merck  (Darmstadt),  16  Jewry 
Street,  London,  E.C,  sends  us  a  sample  of  pyrogallic  acid 
in  crystal  form  which  he  is  now  producing  by  a  new  process. 
This  kind  is,  as  is  well  known,  much  less  bulky  than  the 
re-sublimed  variety,  one  ounce  occupying  about  a  twelfth 
the  space.  It  is  more  convenient  for  weighing  out  when 
small  quantities  of  developer  have  to  be  compounded.  The 
colour  of  Merck's  product  is  pure  white,  which  is  an  indica- 
tion of  its  purity. 

P.A.T.A.  Prices. — The  additions  to  the  list  for  Novem- 
ber are  :  Atkinson's  Eonia  preparations,  additional ; 
Cinet's  Pot-pourri  and  Violet  Elysee  perfume  ;  Denoual's 
quinine-and-cinnamon  perles ;  Kay's  essence  linseed,  tic 
pills,  etc.  ;  Kerfoot's  Briar  Violet  face-powder ;  Oppen- 
heimer's  Roboleine,  Hordine,  and  Wychodyne  ;  and  Lotos, 
for  sea-sickness.  The  deletions  from  the  list  are  the 
Marmite  preparations  and  Newman's  compound  prepara- 
tions. A  considerable  number  of  alterations  are  also 
announced. 

Comfort  Corn-rings  is  the  name  which  Messrs.  S.  Maw, 
Son  &  Sons,  Aldersgate  Street,  London,  E.C,  give  to  a 
new  felt  corn-plaster,  in  which  the  adhesive  film  is  so  laid 
on  that  an  uncovered  ring  of  felt  is  left  round  the  hole, 
with  the  result  that  the  adhesive  portion  does  not  come  in 
contact  with  the  edge  of  the  com,  and  undue  pressure  is 
thus  avoided.  This  is  one  of  those  simple  and  effective 
expedients  which  seem  so  obvious  as  to  be  sui  prising  that 
no  one  thought  of  it  before.  The  rings  retail  at  6d.  per 
box  of  twelve,  thick  or  thin. 

Ivelcon  is  the  name  of  little  cubes  of  concentrated  con- 
somme which  are  being  placed  on  the  market  by  Messrs. 
Aplin  &  Barrett,  Ltd.,  33  Park  Road,  Battersea, 
London,  S.W.  One  of  the  cubes  added  to  a  breakfast- 
cup  of  boiling  water  makes  a  pale-coloured  consomme  or 
beef-tea.  Ivelcon  is  not  gelatinous,  and  hence  there  is  no 
difficulty  in  at  once  obtaining  a  solution.  The  cubes  are 
so  small  that  six  of  them  packed  in  a  box  measures 
2  by  If  by  §  in.  This  package  sells  at  6d.,  and  we  are 
informed  that  a  good  profit  is  assured  to  the  retailer. 

Reagent  Tablets. — Mr.  E.  Merck,  16  Jewry  Street, 
London,  E.C,  has  introduced  reagent  tablets  for  testing 
urine  for  the  convenience  of  the  busy  physician  or  phar- 
macist. The  sugar-test  tablets  are  based  upon  Fehling's 
solution,  each  pair  of  tablets  having  a  reducing-value  stan- 
dardised against  0.01  gram  of  glucose.  Full  instructions 
are  given  for  use,  and  tables  to  readily  deduce  percentage 
of  sugar  without  calculation.  The  tablets  in  the  series  for 
testing  for  albumen  are  Esbach  reagent  tablets ;  Riegler's 
reagent  tablets  ( j3  naphthalene-sulphonic  acid) ;  and  A 
and  B  tablets  for  the  citric  acid  and  potassium  ferro- 
cyanide  test. 

The  Bayer  Co.,  Ltd.,  19  St.  Dunstan's  Hill,  London, 
E.C,  send  us  samples  of  two  new  products  which  they  are 
introducing.  The  first  is  veronal-sodium,  a  soluble  form  of 
veronal.  Its  special  use,  on  account  of  its  more  ready 
solubility,  is  for  administration  per  rectum,  and  in  cases 
where  a  quick-acting  hypnotic  is  indicated.  It  is  sent  out 
in  powder  form  and  in  bottles  containing  twenty-five 
5-grain  tablets.  The  dose  is  5  to  15  grains.  Sabromin,  the 
other  medicinal  novelty,  is  the  calcium  salt  of  di-bromo- 
behenic  acid.  It  is  the  complement  to  sajodin,  in  that  it 
bears  the  same  relation  to  the  bromides  that  sajodin  does 
to  the  iodides.  It  is  administered  where  bromides  are  in- 
dicated, and  is  stated  to  have  far  less  tendency  to  produce 
bromism.  The  dose  of  Sabromin  is  15  to  45  grains,  or 
60  grains  in  extreme  cases.  The  remedy  is  supplied  either 
in  powder  or  tablets. 

"  Grapelax  "  is  a  tonic  laxative  for  children  and  adults, 
compounded  from  Greek  currant  grapes  and  extract  of 
Cassia  lanceolata.  It  is  not  stated  what  part  of  the  latter 
plant  is  employed ;  indeed,  the  name  is  an  old  one  for 
plant  is  employed ;  indeed,  the  name  is  an  old  one 
for  C.  acutifolia,  Del.,  the  leaflets  of  which  constitute 
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prevents: 
Sea-Sickness 


'Alexandrian  senna.  This,  however,  is  secondary,  as  essence 
of  currant  grapes  is  the  basis  of  the  preparation  and  consti- 
tutes 93  per  cent,  of  it.  The  "essence  "  is  substantially  a 
eyrupy  fluid  extract  containing  the  soluble  constituents 
of  the  fruit  and  no  other  sugar  than  is  contained  therein. 
This  preparation  in  itself  is  laxative,  and  in  combination 
■with  the  other  extract  forms  an  agreeable  preparation  whose 
activity  has  been  the  subject  of  considerable  clinical  trial. 
It  is  put  up  in  graduated  bottles  of  peculiar  shape,  enclosed 
in  elegantly  covered  cartons,  to  retail  at  Is.  l^d.  and  2s.  Qd. 
The  makers,  Grapelax,  Ltd.,  379  Strand,  London,  W.C., 
have  put  it  on  the  P.A.T.A.  list  and  invite  correspondence. 

A  Red-lacquered  Box,  3-J,-  in.  long  by  f  in.  wide  and  f  in. 
deep  (just  enough  space  for  two  cigarettes),  holds  all  that 

is  needed  to  make  Channel- 
crossing  a  pleasure,  for  a 
man  and  his  wife,  there  and 
back.  That  is  the  gist  of 
what  Zotos,  Ltd.,  Raymond 
House,  32-34  Theobald's  Road,  Gray's  Inn,  W.C.,  are  telling 
the  public  in  regard  to  their  dainty  new  specific  for  sea- 
sickness. The  form  in  which  a  new  medicine  is  put  up 
may  meet  half  the  struggle  towards  success,  and  Zotos  has 
done  that.  There  are  twelve  capsules  in  the  box,  each 
being  ingeniously  inserted  so  that  it  does  not  slip  out,  but 
has  to  be  picked  out.  A  capsule  half  an  hour  before  the 
steamer  sails,  another  when  it  leaves,  and  a  third  half  an 
hour  later — these  are  the  directions.  They  sell  at  2s.  Qd. 
a  box  (P.A.T.A.  terms),  and  the  wholesale  price  is  24s. 
per  dozen.    The  company  are  advertising  them  well. 

The  Dimmock-Branson  Urea-Nitro-Meter  here  figured 
is  an  apparatus  designed  for  chemists  and  practitioners  who 

require  to  determine 
rapidly  and  accurately 
the  amount  of  urea  in 
urine.  The  measuring- 
tube  is  graduated  in  per- 
centages of  urea  and  also 
in  cubic  centimetres,  and 
the  back  is  enamelled  to 
facilitate  the  scale-read- 
ings. We  find,  both  by 
calculation  and  direct  ex- 
periment with  pure  urea, 
that  it  is  correctly 
graduated  for  the  tem- 
perature marked  — 
namely,  62°  F.  It  is  a 
handy,  compact  appa- 
ratus for  medical  men, 
and  should  appeal  to 
them  on  account  of  the 
easy  manipulation  re- 
quired ;  the  elimination 
of  the  two-way  tap  does 
iway  with  the  danger  of 
leakage  and  frequent 
error  owing  to  turning  in 
the  wrong  direction. 
The  price  complete  is  12.?.  6d.  Messrs.  Reynolds  &  Branson, 
Ltd.,  Briggate,  Leeds,  will  be  pleased  to  supply  further 
details  of  this  or  other  apparatus  of  the  "  Rystos  "  series. 


Contracts. 

At  the  meeting  of  the  Sligo  County  Infirmary  Committee 
on  November  24,  the  tender  of  Mr.  H.  Boyers,  F.C.S., 
Knox  Street,  Sligo,  was  accepted  for  medicines  and  surgical 
appliances. 

The  London  County  Council. — For  the  year's  supply  of 
soda,  soda  ash,  alumina  sulphate,  and  calcium  carbide  :  The 
Albion  Products  Co.,  Ltd.,  39Z.  ;  W.  V.  Aldridge  &  Son, 
71.  ;  F.  W.  Berk  &  Co.,  Ltd.,  197?.  ;  W.  Caudery  &  Co., 
215/.  ;  Luke  &  Bailey,  151Z.  ;  May  &  Baker,  Ltd.,  17?  ; 
Middleton  Bros.,  10?.  ;  The  Phos  Co.,  81. 

The  Finance  Committee  of  the  Chepstow  Guardians,  at 
the  last  meeting  of  the  Board,  drew  attention  to  the  large 
account  of  38?.  10s.  Id.  passed  for  payment  for  the  past 
six  months'  drug-supply  from  Mr.  G.  E.  Wood,  chemist 


and  druggist,  who  succeeded  to  the  business  of  the  late 
Mr.  Henry  Williams.  No  reflections  were  cast  upon 
either  chemist  or  doctor,  nor  were  comparisons  drawn 
between  different  chemists,  but  the  committee  thought  the 
way  the  expenditure  was  increasing  by  leaps  and  bounds 
should  be  considered.  The  committee  wondered  if  they 
could  get  tenders  for  the  supplies.  The  medicines  cost 
4?.  Is.  3r?.,  cotton-wool  21.  9s.,  bandages  21.  15s.  4<7.,  with 
a  few  surgical  instruments  additional.  The  cost  for  the 
corresponding  period  last  year  was  25?.  The  Chairman 
of  the  Guardians  thought  that  wool  and  bandages  should 
be  tendered  for  at  the  same  time  as  other  contracts  were 
invited.  The  medicines  must  be  left  in  the  hands  of  the 
medical  officer  and  the  chemist.  The  Rev.  N.  S.  Barthropp 
failed  to  see  the  utility  of  comparing  the  expenditure  in 
one  period  with  another,  while  Mr.  W.  Jones  stated  that  a 
bottle  of  medicine  only  cost  9r?.  The  Master  explained 
that  the  doctor  ordered  everything  required  for  the  in- 
firmary. Eventually  the  matter  was  referred  to 
committee. 


Drugs  lor  the  Metro pclifan  Asyluirs  Board 

At  the  meeting  of  the  managers  of  the  Metropolitan 
Asylum  District,  held  at  the  offices.  Victoria  Embank- 
ment, on  Saturday,  November  21,  under  the  presidency 
of  Mr.  J.  T.  Helby,  the  Contract  Committee  recommended1 — 
That  the  contract  with  Messrs.  Corbyn,  Stacey  &  Co., 
Ltd.,  of  Commercial  Road,  E.,  for  the  sunplv  of  drugs 
during-  the  contract  period  ending-  March  27,  1909,  be  ter- 
minated at  fourteen  days'  notice,  pursuant  to  clause  No.  1 
of  the  contract  conditions. 
The  recommendation  was  adopted,  and  the  committee  sub- 
mitted the  following  statement  : 

In  connection  with  this  matter  wo  have  considered  the 
question  of  contracting  for  the  supply  of  drugs  to  the  Board's 
institutions  in  such  a  manner  as  to  secure  supplies  of  a 
uniformly  high  standard  of  quality.  We  have  come  to  the 
conclusion  that  the  course  most  likely  to  secure  that  end 
would  be  to  contract  year  by  year  with  some  one  firm  or 
corporation  of  the  highest  standing  as  purveyors  of  drugs, 
which  should  ensure  the,  supply  to  the  Board's  institu- 
tions of  drugs  of  the  same  quality  and  standard  of 
strength,  and  should  prevent  the  supnly  of  drugs  diverg- 
ing greatly  in  those  respects  from  drugs  supplied  shortly 
before  under  another  contract,  as  we  have  found  to  be  the 
case  under  existing  arrangements.  We  consider  the  adoption 
of  such  a  system  advisable  from  both  a  medical  and  a  financial 
point  of  view;  The  importance  of  the  medical  point  is,  we 
think,  so  obvious  as  to  need  no  argument.  As  rp^ards  the 
financial  point,  we  have  always  recognised  the  difficulty  of 
entering  into  satjsfactory  contracts  for  the  supply  of  drugs  to 
the  Board's  institutions,  seeing  that  the  drugs  reouired  are 
so  many  in  number  and  that  it  is  apparently  impossible  to  give 
intending  contractors  any  idea  of  the  quantity  of  each  drug 
which  will  be  required.  As  regards  details  of  the  proposed 
new  method  of  contracting,  we  consider  that  the  Board  should 
enter  into  a  contract  at  a  rate  of  discount  from  one  recog- 
nised published  price-list  of  drugs.  We  have  communicated 
with  the  Society  of  Apothecaries,  and  have  received  from 
them  an  offer  to  enter  into  a  contract  for  the  supply  of  the 
drugs  required  at  a  specified  rate  of  discount  from  their 
published  price-list,  and  we  recommend — 

That  application  be  made  to    the   Local  Government 
Board  for  their  assent  to  the  managers  entering  into  a 
contract  with  the  Society  of  Apothecaries  for  the  supply  of 
the  drugs  required  at  the  managers'  institutions,  without 
advertising  for  sealed  tenders. 
In  the  event  of  the  adoption  of  the  foree-oing  recommendation 
and  of  the  i-oceint  of  the  sanction  of  the  Local  Government 
Board,  we  will  submit  a  further  report  recommending  the  com- 
pletion  of  a  formal  contract  with  the  Society  of  Apothecaries. 
Pending  the  completion  of  the  proposed  arrangement  for  the 
supplv  of  drugs  we  further  recommend — 

That  the  Contract  Committee  be  authorised  to  make  the 
best  arrangements  they  can  for  the  temporary  sunplv  of 
drugs  to  the  institutions  of  the  Board  pending'the  comple- 
tion of  a  formal  contract. 

Mr.  Deyerenx  said  the  committee's  recommendations 
were  to  his  mind  very  unsatisfactory,  as  they  seemed  to 
insinuate  that  there  was  only  one  drug-firm'  in  London 
which  is  above  reproach  and  serves  the  best  quality  drugs. 
Considering  the  enormous  amount  which  the  Board  paid 
away  every  year  for  drugs  he  thought  that  some  better 
system  should  be  formulated.  He  moved  that  the  recom- 
mendations be  referred  back  to  the  committee  with  power 
to  advertise  for  tenders.    Mr.   Morgan  seconded.  Mr. 
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Ecroyd  said  that  the  system  of  advertising  and  accepting 
the  lowest  tenders  for  drugs  could  not  be  pursued  with 
advantage.  Their  medical  superintendent  asked  them 
some  years  ago  to  adopt  the  method  recommended.  In 
obtaining  drugs  from  the  Society  of  Apothecaries  they  ob- 
tained them  from  people  who  set  the  standard  adopted  by 
tike  Pharmacopoeia.  The  Society  had  tendered  in  open 
competition,  but  they  were  always  much  higher  than  the 
ordinary  trading  firms,  and  consequently  it  was  useless  for 
them  to  tender.  From  the  lowest  tenderers  they  could 
not  obtain  genuine  and  good  drugs.  He  did  not  think  the 
Board  could  possibly  adopt  a  better  arrangement  than  that 
recommended.  Mr.  Elliott  suggested  that  the  Board  should 
make  a  price-list  of  their  own,  and,  having  done  so,  send  it 
to  four  or  five  of  the  principal  wholesale  druggists  in  the 
'United  Kingdom  and  ascertain  what  discount  they  would 
allow.  Mr.  J.  H.  Lile  said  the  Board  ought  to  be  guided 
by  their  medical  officers  in  this  matter,  and  they  ought  not 
to  adopt  the  lowest  tender.  Mr.  Dennis  emphasised  the 
necessity  of  obtaining  pure  drugs  for  their  patients.  One 
or  two  members  asked  that  the  matter  should  go  back  for 
some  definite  idea  as  to  how  long  the  period  of  contract 
should  be,  but  the  Chairman  pointed  out  that  it  was  plainly 
stated  in  one  of  the  conclusions  arrived  at  by  the  com- 
mittee. Colonel  Graham,  who  moved  the  adoption  cf  the 
report,  stated  that  out  of  thirty-nine  drugs  eighteen  had 
been  found  unsatisfactory.  It  was  their  duty  to  see  that 
their  patients  were  provided  with  pure  and  wholesome 
drugs,  and  with  that  object  in  view  the  committee  had, 
after  mature  consideration,  arrived  at  the  conclusion  that 
they  had.  Only  six  voted  for  the  amendment,  and  the 
recommendation  was  accordingly  agreed  to. 


Westminster  Wisdom. 

(From  our  Parliamentary  Representatives.) 


Poisons  and  Pharmacy  Bill. 
"We  are  informed  upon  the  highest  authority  that, 
■although  at  the  present  moment  the  Government  are  unable 
'to  fix  a  precise  date  for  the  second  reading  of  the  Poisons 
.  and  Pharmacy  Bill  in  the  House  of  Commons,  there  is  every 
'intention  of  proceeding  with  the  measure  in  a  very  short 
itime,  the  result  of  the  negotiations  which  have  been  in  pro- 

■  gress  having  rendered  such  a  course  possible. 

Since  the  foregoing  paragraph  was  put  into  type  the 
'Bill  has  been  introduced  into  the  House  of  Commons,  and 
was  read  a  first  time  on  Wednesday  afternoon,  when  it 
was  jrdered  to  be  pointed.  The  second  reading  was 
down  for  Thursday,  November  26,  and  it  stands  tenth 
on  the  Orders  of  the  day,  after  the  White-phosphorus 
Matches  Prohibition  Bill.      The  division  on  the  Educa- 

■  tion  Bill  is  to  be  taken  at  11  o'clock.  It  is  the  first  Bill 
on  the  Orders  of  the  day,  and  although  the  Standing 
Orders  are  suspended,  it  is  not  expected  that  the  Poisons 
and  Pharmacy  Bill  will  be  reached.    Its  appearance  on  the 

'  Orders  is,  however,  an  earnest  of  the  Government's  inten- 
tions, and  proof,  had  that  been  needed,  of  the  correctness 
of  the  information  published  in  these  columns  exclu- 
sively. 

Sunday  Closing. 
Mr.  Herbert  Gladstone  received  a  deputation  from  the 
"Early  Closing  Association  on  Thursday  afternoon  regard- 
ing the  Sunday  Closing  of  Shops  Bill.  In  reply  to 
speeches  of  the  members  of  the  deputation,  Mr.  Glad- 
stone stated  that  there  would  be  a  difficulty  in  dealing 
with  the  measure  even  next  Session.  That  a  grievance 
•exists  he  admitted,  and  the  deputation  had  made  out  a 
•  strong  case  to  show  that  the  evil  is  growing  and  will  con- 
tinue to  grow  if  unchecked.  He  was  sure  that  the  subject 
deserved,  and  said  it  would  receive,  attention  at  the  hands 
of  the  Government.  The  Bill  will  not,  of  course,  touch 
the  sale  of  medicines  and  medical  and  surgical  appliances. 

Potato-disease. 
Sir  Edward  Strachey,  in  replying  to  a  question  by  Mr. 
Robert  Harcourt,  stated  that  the  wart-disease  of  potatoes 
is  known  to  exist  in  the  following  counties  of  England  and 
Scotland  :  Berkshire,  Cheshire,  Cumberland,  Derbyshire, 


Lancashire,  Leicestershire,  Nottinghamshire,  Salop,  Staf- 
fordshire, Warwickshire,  Worcestershire,  Yorkshire,  Ayr, 
Clackmannan,  Dumfries,  Dumbarton,  Fife,  Perth,  and 
Stirling.  The  Board  of  Agriculture  have  distributed  their 
leaflet,  and  inspectors  have  visited  the  affected  districts, 
to  explain  the  causes  of  the  disease  and  the  preventive  and 
remedial  measures  to  be  adopted. 

Irish  Ink. 

The  Secretary  to  the  Treasury  informed  Mr.  Rowland 
Hunt,  M.P.,  in  the  House  of  Commons  on  Tuesday  after- 
noon, that  he  was  informed  that  only  ink  made  in  Ireland 
is  used  in  Irish  Government  departments.  The  blotting- 
paper  used  for  all  Government  departments  is  made  in 
the  United  Kingdom. 

Petrol  Explosions. 
In  the  House  of  Commons  on  Monday,  November  23,  the 
Home  Secretary,  replying  to  Mr.  Percy  Barlow,  said  he 
hoped  shortly  to  be  able  to  appoint  a  small  Committee  to 
consider  the  question  of  the  use  of  mechanical  devices  to 
diminish  the  dangers  attendant  on  the  storage  of  petrol 
spirit.  Mr.  Barlow  also  asked  whether  the  proposed  Com- 
mittee would  consider  any  possible  alterations  in  the  law, 
as  well  as  what  devices  might  be  adopted  in  order  to  deal 
with  the  question,  and  Mr.  Gladstone  replied  :  Both  of 
those  matters  will  come  under  the  purview  of  the 
Committee. 

On  the  following  day,  in  the  House  of  Commons,  Mr. 
Arthur  Henderson  asked  the  Home  Secretary  whether  he 
could  give  the  number  of  deaths  and  injuries,  and  the 
amount  of  damage  to  property  during  the  last  three  years 
owing  to  the  bursting  or  exploding  of  vessels  containing 
inflammable  liquids  ;  whether  the  Government  was  aware 
that  there  were  mechanical  devices,  compulsory  by  law  in 
several  foreign  countries,  which  secured  complete  immunity 
from  such  explosions ;  and  whether  the  Government  were 
willing  to  amend  the  Petroleum  Act  of  1903  to  make  the  use 
of  safety  devices  compulsory  in  this  country. — Mr.  Glad- 
stone replied  that  he  had  no  official  information  as  to  the 
number  and  nature  of  such  accidents,  though  he  had  reason 
to  believe  that  the  number  of  deaths,  at  any  rate,  was  ex- 
tremely small.  He  had  no  information  as  to  the  legal 
requirements  of  safety  devices  in  foreign  countries.  The 
Committee  which  he  was  about  to  appoint  would  consider, 
inter  alia,  the  use  of  improved  mechanical  devices. 

White-phosphorus  Matches  Prohibition  Bill. 
This  Bill  came  before  Standing  Committee  A  at  the 
House  of  Commons  on  Wednesday,  Mr.  Eugene  Wason 
occupying  the  chair.  At  the  outset  Mr.  Herbert  Samuel, 
in  Clause  2,  which  prohibits  the  sale  of  white-phosphorus 
matches,  moved  an  addendum  to  the  effect  that  this  pro- 
vision should  not  come  into  operation  as  respects  any 
retail  dealer  until  January  1,  1911.  Mr.  Samuel  remarked 
that  objection  had  been  taken  to  the  clause  on  the  ground 
that  it  would  be  unduly  harsh  upon  the  retail  trader.  It 
was  suggested  that  there  should  be  an  extra  year  during 
which  they  could  work  off  any  stock  which  they  had  in 
hand.  There  was  no  danger  from  white-phosphorus 
matches  when  once  manufactured,  although  in  rare  cases, 
of  course,  they  were  used  in  cases  of  suicide.  The  object 
of  the  Bill  was  to  prevent  the  manufacture  of  white-phos- 
phorus matches  owing  to  the  danger  arising  from  necrosis. 
Replying  to  the  Earl  of  Ronaldshay,  Mr.  Samuel  said,  if 
there  was  no  time  limit  there  would  be  a  temptation  on  the 
part  of  the  wholesale  merchants  just  prior  to  the  prohibi- 
tion to  import  large  quantities  of  matches  containing  white 
phosphorus,  and  possibly  at  a  cheaper  rate.  It  was  neces- 
sary not  to  extend  unduly  the  time  in  which  these  matches 
might  be  disposed  of  by  the  retail  trader.  As  a  matter  of 
fact,  there  would  be  a  clear  two  years  in  which  traders  could 
dispose  of  their  stock  in  hand. — The  provision  was  then 
agreed  to. — In  Clause  4  Mr.  Samuel  moved  to  insert,  at  zhe 
request  of  the  Board  of  Trade,  a  provision  to  the  effect  that 
the  provisions  of  the  Board  of  Trade  Arbitrations,  etc., 
Act,  1874,  should  apply  to  proceedings  under  this  section, 
as  if  this  Act  were  a  special  Act  within  the  meaning  of  that 
Act. — The  addition  was  then  agreed  to,  and  the  Bill  passed 
through  the  Committee  and  was  ordered  to  be  reported  to 
the  House.  The  Bill,  it  is  proposed,  shall  come  into  opera- 
tion on  January  1,  1910. 
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Observations  and  Reflections. 

By  "Xrayser." 

The  Pharmaceutical  Henroost 

does  not  offer  much  tempta- 
tion to  a  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  in  difficulties.  If  he 
takes  from  us  all  we  have  got  he  would  not  have  enough  to 
run  his  business  for  more  than  a  few  weeks.  But  his 
myrmidons  at  Somerset  House  have  evidently  fixed  hungry 
■eyes  on  spirituous  medicines,  and  see  a  possible  egg  or  two 
in  that  direction.  Six  months  ago — on  April  25,  to  be  exact^- 
a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Board  of  Inland  Revenue 
■was  published  in  this  journal  declaring  that  the  sale  of 
spirits  of  nitre  or  other  medicated  spirits  by  persons  who  are 
not  registered  chemists  and  druggists  "is  not  allowed." 
As  a  matter  of  hard  fact,  this  alleged  infringement  of  the 
law  is  allowed  twenty  thousand  times  a  day  in  this  country, 
and  no  sort  of  official  notice  is  taken  of  it.  Now  the 
Assistant  Secretary  of  the  Board  writes  a  letter  to  the  North 
Staffs  Chemists'  Association  repeating  in  rather  different 
terms  the  earlier  announcement,  but  with  certain  signifi- 
cant additions.  According  to  Mr.  Byrne,  the  Board  of 
Inland  Revenue 

Intend  to  Uphold" 

their  regulations  affecting  the  sale  of 
spirituous  and  vinous  medicaments.  These  include  the 
rsame  distinction  between  qualified  and  unqualified  vendors 
as  was  previously  adumbrated,  but  a  certain  condition  is  to 
be  imposed  on  the  former  for  which,  so  far  as  I  know,  the 
Board  have  no  statutory  authority.  Mr.  Byrne  states  that 
properly  medicated  wir.es  and  spirits  may  be  sold  by 
qualified  chemists  "  provided  the  directions  as  to  dose,  etc., 
•on  the  label  clearly  indicate  that  the  article  is  intended  for 
use  as  a  medicine,  and  not  as  a  be^ferage."  If  there  is  any 
statute  in  existence  which  requires  the  vendor  of  spirit  of 
nitre  or  spirit  of  sal  volatile,  for  example,  to  label  the 
article  at  all,  let  alone  indicating  the  dose,  etc.,  our  usual 
legal  advisers  have  been  curiously  remiss  in  never  informing 
us  of  it.  As  has  been  frequently  explained,  the  permission 
to  unlicensed  persons  to  sell  spirituous  medicines  is  provided 
by  an  Act  of  1742  in  a  section  which  expressly  exempts  from 
its  licensing  requirements  "physicians,  apothecaries, 
surgeons,  or  chymists  "  in  regard  to  the  medicines  they  may 
make  up  "for  sick,  lame,  or  distempered  persons  only." 
Nothing  about  labelling  is  specified,  nor  have  the  Board  any 
power  to  read  that  condition  into  their  old  Act.  But 

Can  they  Read  "  Chemist" 

in  the  sense  they  adopt  ?  They 
associate  with  the  word  the  adjective  "registered"  or 
"  qualified,"  neither  of  which  is  authorised  by  the  statute. 
The  tremendous  significance  of  either  of  these  additions 
lies  in  the  fact  that,  if  enforced,  companies  would  be  ex- 
cluded from  the  exemption.  Incorporated  companies  are 
Jegally  chemists,  but  they  are  neither  registered  nor  qualified 
within  the  technical  meaning  of  those  words.  But  a  still 
more  subtle  point  is  raised  by  the  Board's  threat.  When 
the  Act  cited  was  passed  it  was  open  to  anyone  to  call 
himself  a  chemist.  One  hundred  and  twenty-six  years  later 
another  Act  was  passed,  which  had  no  relation  to  revenue, 
but  which  materially  modified  the  position  of  the  chemist 
exempted  by  the  old  statute.  Are  the  Board  entitled  to 
apply  to  the  Act  of  1742  the  new  conditions  created  in  1868  ? 
'Some  of  my  friends  who  regard  pharmacy  as  an  almost 
•sacred  occupation  think  this  ancient  enactment  provides  a 
short  cut  to  a  monopoly  which  would  confer  such  inestimable 
^blessings  on  the  nation  that  we  ought  to  urge  it  on  the 
lioard  of  Inland  Revenue  with  all  our  power.    Surely  we 


know  enough  of  Parliament  by  this  time  to  be  convinced 
that  there  is  no  chance  of  a  ring-fence  being  provided  for 
our  business  on  any  consideration ;  certainly  not  by  means 
of  a  questionable  expression  in  one  of  George  II. 's  statutes. 
The  High-toned  Dentists 

who  are  aiming  to  discredit  their  un- 
desirable advertising  companions  by  appealing  to  the 
General  Medical  Council  for  the  use  of  its  special  thunder, 
as  revealed  by  Mr.  Higgs,  are  no  doubt  acting  in  perfect 
good  faith  for  what  they  believe  to  be  the  best  interests  of 
their  profession.  But  the  point  of  view  of  the  public  is 
somewhat  different.  Unlike  most  other  practitioners,  the 
dentists  seem  to  have  no  dependable  tariff,  and  people  of 
moderate  means  have  come  to  be  afraid  of  the  magnificent 
gentlemen  who  are  above  advertising.  Exposures  of  the 
value  they  themselves  put  on  their  services  have  come  out 
in  the  papers  occasionally,  and  it  is  the  possibilities  of  the 
bill  and  its  extras  which  have  made  advertising  dentists 
useful  if  not  necessary,  tor  they  do  indicate  something  like 
reasonable  charges  for  what,  after  all,  is  not  a  manifestation 
of  the  highest  humm  skill.  The  General  Medical  Council 
are  believed  to  be  satisfied  with  the  extent  of  judicial  busi- 
ness which  now  falls  to  iheir  lot,  and  unless  they  are  desirous 
to  so  cheapen  their  anathemas  that  the  public  will  smile  at 
them,  or  at  least  disregard  them,  they  may  be  trusted  to 
dismiss  this  petition. 
The  Curious  Order 

sent  to  a  Morley  chemist,  and  transferred 
to  the  curiosities  recorded  "At  the  Counter"  last  week, 
was  a  variation  on  the  usual  run  of  these  experiences.  The 
order  was  for  "  2  oz.  juice  of  flower  deluce  mixed  with  1  oz. 
of  hippocras,"  and  it  was  stated  to  be  for  asthma.  Evi- 
dently the  customer  had  been  dipping  into  some  formulary 
of  Tudor  or  Stuart  times.  Orris-root,  the  root  of  the  flower 
de  luce,  was  then  esteemed  for  its  medicinal  properties  as 
well  as  for  its  perfume.  Lemery  says  "  it  is  pectoral,  and 
very  gcod  against  stoppages  in  the  breast  and  lungs,  pre- 
vails against  coughs,  asthmas,"  and  many  other  complaints 
which  he  goes  on  to  recite.  The  "juice"  is  a  difficulty, 
but  perhaps  an  infusion  would  meet  the  case.  The  dose  of 
the  powder  is  stated  by  Lemery  to  be  1  to  2  drachms. 
Hippocras  was  a  famous  cordial.  It  was  made  from  rich 
white  or  red  wine,  sweetened,  and  strengthened  by  brandy. 
In  this  sweet  almonds  and  canella  and  sometimes  other 
spices  were  infused,  and  a  special  aroma  was  given  to  the 
wine  by  a  trace  of  musk  and  ambergris.  One  ounce  of 
hippocras  would  be  a  small  dose,  so  that  evidently  the  order 
was  for  a  single  draught. 

Dr.  John  H.  Clarke 

is  well  known  as  a  leading  militant 
physician  of  the  homoeopathic  persuasion.  His  "similia" 
convictions  are,  I  am  sure,  sound  enough,  but  probably  they 
are  none  the  less  firmly  held  because  the  majority  of  thinkers 
in  his  own  profession  do  not  agree  with  them.  But  a 
hostile  majority  is  often  a  valuable  stimulus  to  the  extrac- 
tion of  truth.  Dr.  Clarke  has  now  written  what  may  be  a 
shilling  shocker  to  some  orthodox  hygienists,  with  the  title 
of  "  Vital  Economy  ;  or,  How  to  Conserve  your  Strength," 
which  is  worth  reading  :f  only  for  the  reason  that  it  com- 
pels the  obedient  slaves  of  even  the  best  of  habits  to  apply 
to  them  the  cold  test  of  common-sense.  Frequent  baths, 
vigorous  exercise,  and  unlimited  fresh  air  may  be  whole- 
some and  necessary ;  but  they  have  their  victims,  and  it  is 
these  who  figure  prominently  in  Dr.  Clarke's  pages.  It 
need  not  be  said  that  he  is  not  "  agin  "  baths,  exercise,  and 
fresh  air ;  but  he  points  out  that  some  people  kill  them- 
selves by  them.  Vital  economy  is  the  art  of  wasting  the 
vitality  as  little  as  possible.  No  doubt  it  may  be  nar- 
cotised by  coddling,  and  presumably  it  may  be  developed, 
if  not  created,  by  judicious  stimulus.  But  in  subsequent 
chapters  the  author  makes  it  clear  that  this  judicious 
I  stimulus  is  neither  tea,  nor  coffee,  nor  alcohol. 
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BMtorial  Comments. 


Opium  in  the  East. 

The  opium  question  in  China  has  recently  been  the  sub- 
ject of  a  special  despatch  from  H.M.  Minister  in  Chinar 
who  has  forwarded  a  general  report  by  Mr.  Leech,  Councillor 
to  H.M.  Legation.  This  is  the  second  report  on  the  opium- 
question  by  Mr.  Leech,  and  it  bears  evidence  of  having  been? 
prepared  with  much  care  and  attention,  and  is  regarded 
as  an  earnest  attempt  to  form  an  impartial  estimate  of  the- 
situation  after  an  exhaustive  examination  of  the  evidence- 
available.  Since  the  Peking  Decree  of  1906,  the  two  most 
prominent  features  have  been  the  continued  interest  and' 
energy  shown  by  the  Central  Government,  as  compared 
with  the  growing  apathy  of  the  provincial  officials  and  their 
lack  of  sustained  effort.  On  the  other  hand,  the  reports  from 
many  provinces  indicate  that  the  area  under  poppy-cultiva- 
tion has  been  reduced  in  greatly  varying  proportions 
according  to  local  conditions.  This  reduction,  it  is  said, 
is  as  much  a  voluntary  step  prompted  by  self-interest  and 
fear,  as  the  result  of  a  desire  to  obey  the  regulations.  It 
is  not  proposed  to  compensate  those  who  have  abandoned 
cultivation,  but  this  hardship,  it  is  anticipated,  will  be 
lessened  by  the  gradual  operation  of  the  Decree  in  the  ten-' 
years'  limit.  The  Viceroy  of  Yunnan,  we  are  told,  has,, 
however,  reduced  the  time-limit  of  total  cessation  of  culti- 
vation to  three  years,  which  is  likely  to  lead  to  discontent. 
The  report  contains  copies  of  the  decrees,  memorials,  and 
regulations  which  have  been  issued  from  time  to  time,  par- 
ticulars of  which  we  have  already  published.  Mr.  Leech 
believes  the  apathy  of  the  provincial  authorities  is  due 
to  the  fact  that  many  of  the  public  officials  are  still 
addicted  to  the  drug  and  that  there  is  no  revenue  to  replace 
that  at  present  derived  from  opium.  It  will  be  remembered 
that  one  of  the  principal  articles  of  the  Decree  was  to  enter 
into  negotiation  with  the  object  of  prohibiting  the  importa- 
tion of  foreign  opium,  and,  as  far  as  Great  Britain  is  con- 
cerned, the  measures  agreed  upon  have  been  in  operation  all 
this  year,  the  arrangement— in  a  nutshell — being  that  by  a 
reduction  of  5,100  cases  annually  the  exports  of  opium  from 
India  to  China  would  be  extinguished  automatically  within 
ten  years. 

From  January  1,  1909,  any  merchant  wishing  to  import 
into  any  open  port  in  China  any  Persian  or  Turkish  opium 
must  apply  to  the  Commissioner  of  Customs  at  Kowloon 
for  a  special  permit — one  for  each  chest  of  opium.  This 
permit  shall  state  that  the  opium  may  be  shipped  to  any 
open  port  in  China  and  that,  on  its  arrival,  duty  and 
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ii-hin  will  be  paid.  The  ir.ein  annual  import  of  Persian 
and  Turkish  opium  is  estimated  at  1,125  piculs.  which 
quantity  is  to  be  reduced  every  year  by  one-ninth — i.e.,  125 
piculs — so  that  in  1909  special  permits  will  be  issued  for 
1,000  piculs  only,  and  by  making  a  similar  annual  reduction 
the  import  will  entirely  cease  in  nine  years.  No  special 
permits  will  be  issued  after  1915,  and  the  import  into  China 
•of  Persian,  Turkish,  and  Indian  opium  will  be  completely 
at  an  end.  It  need  hardly  be  said  that  great  supervision 
is  exercised  in  regard  to  the  special  permits,  which  will 
•only  be  issued  to  merchants  engaged  in  the  Turkey  or 
Persian  opium  trade  already  known  to  the  Imperial  Mari- 
time Customs.  In  fixing  the  number  of  special  permits  to 
be  issued  annually  to  each  merchant,  the  total  import  during 
the  two  years  1906-7,  and  the  quantities  imported  by  each 
merchant  during  those  years,  will  be  taken  as  a  basis,  the 
number  of  permits  being  annually  decreased.  For  some 
time  past  the  price  of  foreign  opium  in  China  has  been  rising 
as  a  result  of  these  anticipated  restrictions.  This  increase, 
we  learn,  is  likely  to  continue  in  proportion  to  the  reduction 
of  production  in  China  and  of  importation  from  abroad, 
except  in  the  somewhat  improbable  contingency  of  the 
demand  decreasing  proportionately  to  the  reduction  of 
supply.  It  is  anticipated  that  a  great  stimulus  will  be 
given  to  smuggling  foreign  opium  into  China  owing  to  its 
superior  quality  as  compared  with  native. 

As  reported  some  time  ago,  the  Joint  Commission  for  the 
investigation  of  the  opium  question  proposed  by  the  United 
States  is  to  meet  at  Shanghai  on  January  1,  1909.  This 
will  consist  of  Great  Britain,  China,  France,  the  United 
States,  Japan,  Holland,  Portugal,  and  Germany.  The  three 
principal  questions  to  be  discussed  are — 

(1)  To  devise  means  to  limit  the  use  of  opium.  (2)  To 
ascertain  the  best  means  of  suppressing  the  opium  traffic,  if 
such  now  exists,  among  the  nationals  of  each  Government 
in  the  Far  East.  (3)  The  representatives  of  each  Govern- 
ment to  be  prepared  to  co-operate  and  to  offer  definite 
suggestions  for  the  gradual  suppression  of  opium  cultiva- 
tion and  traffic. 

Mr.  Leech  gives  details  of  each  country's  attitude  on  the 
opium  question.  France  is  entirely  sympathetic,  although 
in  Indo- China  opium  is  a  Government  monopoly  and  a 
source  of  considerable  revenue  (672, 400^.  in  190/);  Ger- 
many's interest  is  academic.  Holland  is  to  discuss  the 
matter  in  Parliament,  but  it  will  be  difficult  to  find  new 
revenue  in  the  Dutch  East  Indies  in  place  of  the  present 
'Government  monopoly.  Both  Japan  and  the  United  States 
prohibit  the  cultivation  of  the  poppy.  Mr.  Leech  concludes 
a  very  interesting  report  with  a  general  account  of  what 
progress  or  otherwise  is  being  made  in  each  individual  pro- 
vince in  China. 

In  July  last  we  referred  to  the  fact  that  the  importation 
and  sale  of  opium  in  Ceylon  were  to  be  made  a  Govern- 
ment monopoly.  This  is  now  confirmed  by  the  publication 
in  the  "  Ceylon  Government  Gazette,"  October  17,  of  a 
draft  Ordinance,  the  main  provisions  of  which  are  as 
follows  : 

To  prohibit  the  importation  of  opium,  except  by  the 
Government. 

To  restrict  the  sale  or  barter  of  opium,  with  certain  ex- 
•ceptions  in  favour  of  medical  practitioners  and  authorised 
vendors. 

To  forbid  the  possession  of  opium  except  in  certain 
specified  cases. 

Provision  is  also  made  for  the  importation  by  Government 
of  the  necessary  quantity  of  opium,  and  for  the  appointment 
of  authorised  vendors,  who  will  supply  opium  only  to 
registered  consumers,  and  then  only  in  the  quantity  in 
respect  of  which  the  consumer  is  registered.  Power  is  taken 
to  pass  regulations  for  gradually  reducing  the  quantity 
supplied  to  registered  consumers.    Provision  is  made  for 


taking  over  all  opium  from  the  present  licensees  at  a 
valuation  on  the  expiration  of  their  licences.  The  posses- 
sion of  hypodermic  syringes  and  similar  apparatus  is  pro- 
hibited. The  interests  of  chemists  and  druggists  in  Ceylon 
are  safeguarded  by  Section  5,  which  declares  that  possession 
of  opium  will  be  lawful — 

When,  having  been  issued  by  the  P.C.M.O.,  it  is  in  the 
possession  of  a  registered  medical  practitioner  for  bona- 
fide  medicinal  purposes,  or  of  a  veterinary  surgeon  holding 
a  diploma  or  a  certificate  of  competency  for  bona-fide 
veterinary  purposes,  or  of  a  person  registered  as  a  chemist 
and  druggist  under  any  Ordinance  for  the  time  being. 

Cla  use  18  of  the  Ordinance  states  that  it  is  unlawful  for 
any  person  other  than  a  registered  practitioner  or  licensed 
consumer,  to  make  or  possess  any  hypodermic  syringe  or 
other  apparatus  for  injecting  morphine,  and  registered 
chemists  are  not  allowed  to  have  a  hypodermic  syringe  for 
the  use  of  people  in  emergency. 


A  Jubilee. 

The  General  Medical  Council  is  taking  the  completion  of 
its  first  fifty  years  of  work  quietly  ;  but  the  President  has 
obtained  a  K.C.B.,  and  "  The  Times  "  devoted  an  apprecia- 
tive editorial  to  it  on  Monday.  At  the  meeting  of  the 
Council  on  Tuesday,  the  President,  in  his  address,  enlarged 
on  the  increased  usefulness  of  the  Council.  He  might  have 
dwelt  on  its  superior  business  efficiency,  in  the  last  few 
years  especially.  The  session,  except  in  the  case  of  such 
an  extraordinary  contention  as  that  which  turned  up  last 
June,  finishes  within  the  week  instead  of  being  dragged 
on  for  nine  or  ten  days.  The  exuberant  verbosity  which 
on  one  occasion  led  two  of  the  members  to  make  133  speeches 
between  them  in  five  or  six  days  has  been  checked.  Mem- 
bers are  no  longer  "  Browned  "  or  "  Victored,"  and  the 
"piecemeal  practice"  and  the  "five  years'  curriculum" 
are  not  now  bones  of  contention  and  subjects  of  endless 
discussion.  Wrangles  and  recriminations  are  quickly 
smoothed  over,  and  the  great  schism  which  at  one  time 
threatened  to  split  the  Council  is  happily  healed.  Outside, 
the  labours  of  the  Council  have  been  productive  of  still 
more  striking  results.  The  great  unqualified  and  the 
"covered"  have  ceased  to  infest  the  profession  to  any 
extent — not  a  single  case  of  covering  has  come  before  the 
Council  this  session — and  penal  business  has  become  tame 
and  uneventful.  We  should  be  surprised  to  hear  of  a 
doctor  who  lends  his  diploma,  or  who,  to  oblige  a  lady  (who 
declared  she  could  not  get  any  money  out  of  her  husband 
unless  he  supposed  her  ill)  sends  in  a  fictitious  bill.  Even 
doctors  who  keep  open  shops  where  poisons  are  sold  by 
unqualified  assistants  are  becoming  scarcer.  Eight  or  ten 
years  ago  these  species  of  transgressions  had  to  be  dealt 
with,  and  patient  investigations  have  occupied  the  Council, 
and  rigid  regulations  have  been  made  to  level  up  the  medical 
profession.  The  Council  may  well  feel  gratified  and 
assured  that  progress  has  been  made. 

New  Swedish  Pharmacopoeia. 

The  ninth  edition  of  the  Swedish  Pharmacopoeia  has  been 
published,  and  will  be  enforced  from  January  1,  1909.  It 
is  printed  in  Swedish,  and  has  a  strong  resemblance  to  the 
German  Pharmacopoeia  not  only  as  regards  similarity  of 
preparations,  but  in  the  general  arrangement  of  the  descrip- 
tive text  and  mode  of  expression.  Compared  with  the 
French  Codex  it  appears  diminutive  in  size,  as  it  only  con- 
tains 426  small  pages.  The  descriptions  of  the  drugs  of 
botanical  origin  have  been  brought  up  to  date,  and  contain 
anatomical  as  well  as  microscopical  data.  Estimation  of 
alkaloids  is  only  employed  for  a  few  of  the  best-known  and 
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most-used  drugs.  A  test  for  demonstrating  the  presence  of 
the  active  principles  in  digitalis-leaves  has  been  included, 
viz.  : 

0  1  gram  of  powdered  digitalis  is  treated   for   a  few 
minutes  with  10  c.c.  of  boiling  water  then,  drop  by  drop 
solution  of  lead  subacetate  is  added  until  a  precipitate  is  no 
longer  produced.    Filter  and  add  to  the  filtrate  10  c  Q  oi 
chloroform.    Shake.    Then  evaporate  the  filtered  chloro- 
form layer  to  dryness  on  a  water-bath.    Dissolve  the  residue 
in  2  c  c.  of  concentrated  acetic  acid  to  which  solution  ol 
ferric  chloride  has  been  added  in  the  proportion  of  1  to  30  or 
40  of  acetic  acid.    Transfer  to  a  small  test-tube  and  add  con- 
centrated sulphuric  acid  to  form  a  layer.    The  sulphuric- 
acid  zone  should  show  a  red  colour,  the  acetic-acid  solution 
a  blue-green  or  brown-green  coloration. 
This  test  is  a  modification  of  the  Digitoxin  and  Digi- 
talinum  verum  tests  combined.    The  process  of  percolation 
has  not  been  extensively  adopted,  but  of  the  nine  fluid 
extracts  which  are   in  the   Pharmacopoeia   six  (cascara 
sagrada,  cinchona,  condurango,  frangula,  hamamelis-leaves, 
and  hydrastis)  are  prepared  by  percolation  and  contain  a 
proportion   of    glycerin.     Fluid    extracts   of  liquorice, 
ipecacuanha,  and  ergot  are  also  prepared  by  percolation, 
but  contain  no  glycerin.    Of  the  thirty-seven  tinctures  only 
the  following  are  prepared  by  percolation,  all  being  1  of 
drug  in  10  of  finished  tincture  :  Cantharidis,  colchicum, 
digitalis,  ipecacuanha,  nux  vomica,  opium,  opium  (crocat.), 
and  strophanthus.    Specific  gravities  are  given  for  all  tinc- 
tures whether  prepared  by  maceration  or  percolation.  The 
formula  for  tincture  of  opium  is  interesting  :  Ten  grams  of 
opium  is  mixed  with  double  that  amount  of  washed  and 
dried  sand,  and  percolated  with  sufficient  alcoholic  cinna- 
mon-water to  produce  100  grams  of  tincture  "containing 
1  per  cent,  of  morphine."    The  Pharmacopoeia  contains  some 
preparations  which  are  not  exactly  medicines,  e.</.  : 
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Pasta  Dentifrie. 

Calcii  carbonat.  64 
Sapo.  medicat.  20 
Glycerin.  ...  15 
01.  menth.  pip.  1 


Tinctufa 
AntioJodtalgicu. 

Phenol  2 

Menthol  2 

Eugenol  1 


Palv.  Dentifrie. 

Calcii  carbonat. 

Boracis   8 

Magnes.  carbonat.  8 
01.  menth.  pip.  ..  1 
All  parts  by  weight. 

Several  recent  therapeutic  agents  have  been  introduced, 
some  under  their  scientific  names  and  others  under  their 
trade-marked  names.  In  the  former  case  no  allusion  to  the 
trade  name  is  given.  The  following  are  included  :  Acid, 
acetylo-salicylicum  (aspirin),  carbonas  guajacolicus  (duotal), 
chloretum-ffithylo-morphicum  (dionin),  diarthylmalonyl- 
carbamidum  (veronal),  hexamethylentetraminum  (urotro- 
pin),  novocainurn,  tribromphenol  bismuthicus  (xeroform), 
tannalbinum,  tannoformium,  and  trionalum.  The  names  in 
parentheses  are  added  by  us.  These  names  show  that 
besides  existing  differences  in  pharmacopceial  preparations, 
we  have  also  to  reckon  with  a  national  Latin  nomenclature, 
as  is  further  proved  by  the  following  examples  of  the  chemi- 
cal adaptations  of  the  classic  tongue  in  the  land  of  Berzelius  : 
Brometum  kalicum  (pot.  brom.),  chloretum  morphicum 
(morph.  hydrochlor.),  hydras  kalicus  (KOH),  jodetum 
natricum  (sod.  iodid.),  nitras  strychnicus  (strychnin,  nitr.), 
and  phoephas  codeicus  (codein.  phosph.).  On  the  whole, 
the  Pharmacopoeia  is  not  one  from  which  British  pharma- 
cists will  learn  much.  It  contains  a  table  of  adult  maximum 
doses  of  potent  preparations  and  one  for  use  in  dispensing 
veterinary  prescriptions,  the  maximum  doses  for  domestic 
and  other  animals  being  arranged  under  distinct  headings, 
as  in  "  Veterinary  Counter-practice." 


Sale  of  Spirituous  Tinctures. 

Mr.  T.  Bentley,  Stoke-on-Trent,  Hon.  Secretary  of  the 
North  Staffordshire  Chemists'  Association,  has  followed 
up  the  letter  on  this  subject  received  from  the  Board  of 


Inland  Revenue,  and  printed  in  the  C .  <!b  D.,  November  21, 
p.  799,  by  asking  the  Secretary  of  the  Board  what  is  to  be 
understood  by  the  term  "  qualified  chemist  and  druggist," 
and  has  received  the  following  in  reply  : 

Inland  Revenue,  Somerset  House,  W.C., 
November  16.  1908. 
Sir, — In  reply  to  your  letter  of  the  10th  inst.,  I  am  directed 
by  the  Board  of  Inland  Revenue  to  inform  you  that  in  con- 
nection with  the  sale  without  licence  of  medicated  wines 
and  spirits,  the  term  "  qualified  chemist  or  druggist  "  means 
one  who  is  registered  under  the  Pharmacy  Act  of  1868.  It 
does  not  include  the  keeper  of  a  drug-store  who  is  not 
himself  a  qualified  chemist  or  druggist  in  this  sense. 
I  am.  Sir, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 
J.  T.  Byrne,  Assistant  Secretary. 

T.  Bentley,  Esq. 
Saving  the  latter  paragraph,  the  statement  is  to  the  same 
effect  as  was  communicated  by  the  Board  in  a  letter  to  us 
dated  April  21,  1908  (see  C.  <k  D.,  April  25,  p.  637),  where 
the  expression  used  was  "registered  chemist  and  drug- 
gist." Since  then  one  of  the  drug-stores  associations  has 
stated  that  the  ruling  does  not  apply  to  certain  unqualified 
persons,  and  it  is  this  erroneous  view  which  Mr.  Byrne's 
letter  now  dispels.  It  is,  of  course,  impossible  for  the  Board 
of  Inland  Revenue  to  permit  continuance  of  a  practice 
which  is  contrary  to  law. 

"Six  and  Half-a-Dozen." 

Since  the  correspondence  pages  in  this  issue  went  to 
press  we  have  received  from  Mr.  R.  Lord  Gifford  a  letter 
on  the  Editorial  Note  in  our  issue  of  November  21  regarding 
his  policy.    Mr.  Lord  Gifford  says  : 

Your  article  "  Six  and  Half-a-Dozen  "  is  scarcely  satis- 
factory, as  it  unwittingly  obscures  the  issue.  The  com- 
panies" insisted  that  "  chemist  and  druggist  "  was  a  trade- 
title,  and  I  suppose  our  leaders  have  come  to  the  con- 
clusion that  the  Privy  Council  so  far  sympathises  with 
that  view  as  to  make  it  necessary  to  give  way.  Very  well, 
then,  I  say  let  us  have  something  like  fair  play  in  the 
future.  Surely  it  is  not  contended  that  because  of  a  casus 
omissus  every  word  in  the  Act  of  1868  was  turned  topsy- 
turvy, that  companies  have  acquired  every  attribute  of 
titles  and  practice  that  is  of  any  value  and  exclusively.  I  dn 
not  suggest,  as  you  say,  that  any  shopkeeper  who  chooses 
should  be  able  to  use  the  title  "  chemist  and  druggist." 
What  I  said  was  that  as  a  mere  matter  of  equity  responsible 
individuals  must  be  placed  in  the  same  position  as  com- 
panies, and  be  enabled  to  do  the  same  under  the  same 
conditions.  Respecting  the  title  "  pharmacist,"  I  insist 
that  if  there  is  any  sense  in  the  proposal  for  its  use,  it  must 
carry  professional  meaning,  and  that  necessarily  restricts 
it  to  really  personal  use  only. 

All  of  which  restores  the  doubt  as  to  what  Mr.  Lord 
Gifford 's  policy  is,  unless  it  be  that  if  companies  are- 
permitted  to  continue  use  of  the  title  he  would  allow 
any  person  to  assume  it  on  the  same  terms.  We  may  recall 
that  the  1880  decision  established  a  principle  as  regards 
trade  and  professional  titles  used  by  companies,  and  follow- 
ing upon  this  the  General  Medical  Council  has  for  years 
been  endeavouring  by  legislation  to  get  the  Medical  and 
Dental  Acts  titles  protected  from  use  by  companies,  as 
companies  are  as  free  to  use  them  as  the  Pharmacy  Acts 
titles.  So  far  as  the  title  "  chemist  and  druggist  "  is  con- 
cerned, Mr.  Lord  Gifford  himself  said,  at  the  meeting, 
reported  last  week,  that  it  is  not  possible  to  retain  it 
for  the  sole  use  of  individuals.  We  therefore  suggest 
that  he  has  reached  a  point  at  which  he  may  honourably 
and  reasonably  abandon  a  course  of  action  which  en- 
courages those  less  well-informed  that  there  is  still  hope 
of  depriving  companies  of  the  use  of  that  title. 

Elemi. 

The  botanical  origin  of  elemi  has  recently  been  settled: 
by  the  officials  of  the  American  Bureau  of  Science  in  the 
Philippines,  the  oleo-resin  being  now  known  to  be  col- 
lected from  Canarium  luzonicum  (Clover,  "Phil.  Journ. 
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Sci.,"  1907,  2,  2).  Two  samples  of  elemi  from  Southern 
Nigeria,  examined  at  the  Imperial  Institute,  yielded  on 
analysis  the  following  results  : 

Ash,  0.6  and  0.53  per  cent.;  acid-numbers,  55.3  and  37.8: 
saponification-numbers,  71.9  and  46.2;  volatile  oil,  8.1  and 
4.4  per  cent.  Both  samples  were  completely  soluble  in 
benzene  and  in  a  mixture  of  turpentine  and  al.cohol,  and 
sparingy  soluble  in  cold  alcohol.  The  steam-distilled  oil 
from  No.  1  is  of  a  pale  straw-yellow  colour,  has  a  specific 
gravity  of  0.8686  at  15°  C,  and  a  specific  rotation  of 
+  50°  30'  in  100-mm.  tube.  It  contains  a  large  proportion 
of  phellandrene. 

Uganda  elemi,  from  Canarium  Schwcinfurthii  (a  sample 
of  about  8  lb.)  varied  in  colour  from  white  to  pale  yellow 
and  contained  admixed  darker  material  with  woody  matter. 
It  yielded  0.3  per  cent,  of  ash,  and,  on  the  picked  oleoresin, 
an  acid-number  of  29.4  and  a  saponification-number  of  44.8. 
The  volatile  oil  (11.2  per  cent.),  of  pale  straw-yellow  colour, 
possesses  sp.  gr.  0.8451  and  sp.  rot.  +79°  20'.  The  oleo- 
resin behaved  with  solvents  similarly  to  the  Nigerian  elemi. 

The  small  yield  of  volatile  oil  is  the  principal  difference 
between  the  African  kinds  and  Manila  elemi.  The  em- 
ployment of  elemi  in  pharmacy  is  now  extremely  small, 
its  chief  use  being  in  the  manufacture  of  printing  inks, 
in  addition  to  which  the  Philippines  can  send  us  more 
than  is  required.  At  the  moment  sales  are  effected  with 
difficulty,  buyers  having  obtained  fine  white  quality  at 
50s.  per  cwt. 

The  Apothecaries'  Hall  Examinations. 

The  recurring  pin-pricking  to  which  the  General  Medical 
Council  subjects  the  Apothecaries'  Hall  of  Dublin  is  some- 
what difficult  for  the  "man  in  the  street"  to  understand. 
By  the  Medical  Act,  1886,  Section  5,  power  is  given  to  the 
Council,  on  the  request  of  any  medical  corporation,  to 
appoint  any  number  of  examiners  to  assist  at  the  examina- 
tions held  by  such  corporation.  The  Society  of  Apothe- 
caries, London,  and  the  Apothecaries'  Hall  of  Ireland  are 
the  only  medical  corporations  which  have  required  to  avail 
themselves  of  this  provision,  and  the  General  Medical 
Council  has,  in  the  case  of  the  Irish  body,  instructed  the 
examiners  appointed  by  the  Council  to  inspect  and  report. 
That  toeing  ultra  vires  has  been  dropped,  and  instead  the 
Council  now  instructs  the  examiners  to  report.  This  the 
Hall  contends  is  still  ultra  vires.  The  Section  provides  that 
the 

Assistant  examiners  shall  have  such  powers  and  perforin 
such  du£ies  in  the  conduct  of  those  examinations  as  the 
General  Medical  Council  may  from  time  to  time  by  order 
prescribe. 

The  passage  which  we  have  italicised  is  advanced  by  the 
Hall  as  showing  that  the  examiners'  duties  begin  and  end 
in  the  examinations,  and  that  the  Council  has  not  power 
to  order  the  examiners  to  report. 


Keep  in  Step. 

By  F.  A.  Degren. 

THERE  was  once  a  chemist  who  inherited  a  business. 
He  valued  this  to  such  an  extent  that  he  would  not 
even  remove  a  fly-speck  from  its  accustomed  place.  He 
reluctantly  consented  to  add  electric  lights,  but  not  many 
of  them,  as  the  shop,  when  brilliantly  lit,  appeared  un- 
familiar. People  were  accustomed,  he  thought,  to  a  dim, 
tunnel-like  interior.  The  feeling  that  a  druggist  was  a 
dealer  in  hidden  mysteries  was  a  mediaeval  tradition  which 
he  religiously  cherished.  When  the  traveller  from  a  neigh- 
bouring city  tried  to  introduce  to  his  notice  some  really 
excellent  proprietary  medicines,  he  was  taken  outside  to 
Tead  the  inscription  : 

OLDFOGEY,  CHEMISTS  &  DRUGGISTS. 
Established  1800. 
He  was  told  by  the  proprietor  that  his  father,  grandfather, 
and  great-grandfather  had  conducted  the  business  on  certain 
lines,  and  what  was  good  enough  for  them  was  good  enough 
for  him.  As  for  the  traveller  who  advocated  the  sale  of 
photographic  goods  as  a  side-line,  he  and  his  arguments  were 


treated  with  contempt.    Every  day  the  local  "  Chronicle  " 
contained  the  following  announcement  : 
NOTICE. 
Prescriptions  Carefully  Made  Up 
by 

THOS.  OLDFOGEY,  CHEMIST  &  DRUGGIST 

(Established  1800) 
No.  4  High  Street. 
Thos.  Oldfogey  paid  regularly  for  this  startling  advertise- 
ment, blissfully  unconscious  of  wasting  money  which  he 
might  have  invested  to  better  advantage.  He  knew  this 
notice  did  not  benefit  his  business ;  he  did  not  expect  it  to ; 
he  advertised  because  he  thought  it  right  to  support  his  local 
paper. 

Everyone  ignored  this  advertisement ;  why  should  they 
read  it?  It  did  not  strike  the  eye — it  was  familiar,  and 
excited  neither  curiosity  nor  interest.  Once  a  year  an 
almanac  was  sent  to  "  Oldfogey 'a  "  customers  containing 
a  jumbled  mass  of  information,  cooking  recipes,  and  vener- 
able jokes. 

When  Oldfogey'c  son  returned  from  the  colonies  from  a 
visit  he  tried  to  pull  his  father  out  of  his  rut,  but  finally 
realised  that  to  accomplish  this  would  require  such  severe 
jolting  that  a  dislocation  of  his  entire  businecs  system 
would  result,  and  Oldfogey  jun.,  deciding  that  "  the  game 
was  not  worth  the  candle,"  departed  to  frech  fields  and 
pastures  new. 

Gradually  Oldfogey's  business  declined,  and  the  cause- 
one  had  only  to  cross  the  street  to  see  it— a  brand-new 
chemist's  store  ! 

Here  the  lights  were  numerous,  the  place  glowed  with 
cleanliness  and  cheer.  The  window,  was  tastefully  but  not 
extravagantly  dressed  with  narrow  strips  of  rose-coloured 
crinkled  paper  forming  a  wide  lattice  pattern  against  the 
glass.  Through  the  spaces  could  be  seen  tempting  cut-glass 
bottles  of  perfume  and  mouth-wash,  dainty  pink  boxes  of 
soap,  combs,  brushes,  and  other  toilet-accessories.  The 
lights  were  covered  by  rose-paper  shades. 

Inside  the  shop  were  various  articles  neatly  displayed — 
cough-drops,  tooth-powders,  shaving-soap,  etc.,  all  in  pink 
wrappers.  Sprays  of  different  perfumes  stood  on  the  glass 
cases.  People  were  invited  to  sprinkle  themselves  to  see 
how  they  liked  this  or  that  scent.  Prescriptions  were 
received  by  an  assistant  at  a  separate  desk.  They  were  sent 
upstairs  to  be  compounded,  away  from  the  noise  and  con- 
fusion of  a  busy  shop. 

Mr.  Newman,  the  proprietor,  was  a  firm  believer  in- 
printers'  ink.  He  started  by  taking  an  entire  column  in 
"  The  Chronicle,"  in  which  he  only  invited  people  to  visit 
his  shop.  All  that  space  to  say  those  few  words  !  Everyone 
remarked  about  it — and  everyone  went  to  the  shop — and 
here  everyone  was  courteously  treated,  but  not  pressed  to 
buy. 

"  Such  duckie  booklets  as  they  gave  away  !  "  said  May 
Jones,  describing  them  to  an  invalid  aunt.  May  took  two 
of  them  home,  read  about  the  Blanche  Facial  Cream  in 
one  and  Professor  Brown's  Hair  Tonic  in  another.  By  this 
means  she  discovered  their  merits  and  knew  no  rest  until 
she  had  bought  them ;  and  so  did  others  who  had  been 
seeing  these  articles  advertised  in  other  ways  for  years, 
but  had  never  thought  to  buy  them. 

Every  day  Mr.  Newman  had  something  novel  and  in- 
teresting to  announce.  His  space  in  the  newspaper  con- 
tained real  business  news,  and  the  people  who  read  his 
ads.  had  confidence  in  him  and  purchased  not  alone  their 
drugs,  but  their  toilet-sundries  as  well.  Mr.  Newman's 
popularity  became  too  great  to  be  contained  in  one  shop,, 
and  he  soon  rented  another. 

Oldfogey  remained  obstinate,  travelled  in  his  rut  a  while,, 
then,  as  he  lacked  capital — poor  man  ! — to  supply  the  sum: 
to  pull  himself  out,  he  took  down  the  sign  that  his  great- 
grandfather had  put  up,  and  joined  his  son  in  the  Colonies. 

Christmas  Boxes  and  Bribery.— The  Secret  Commissions 
and  Bribery  Prevention  League.  Incorporated,  3  Oxford 
Court,  Cannon  Street.  London.  E.C.,  has  issued  a  circular 
on  the  Question  of  Christmas  boxes.  The  Executive  Com- 
mittee of  the  League  expresses  the  opinion  that,  while  it  is 
impossible  to  define  exactly  what  is  and  what  is  not  illegal  in 
this  connection  under  the  Prevention  of  Corruption  Act. 
there  is  undoubtedly  grave  risk  attached  to  the  giving  of 
Christmas  boxes  to  any  person  employed  without  first  bring- 
ing the  fact  to  the  knowledge  of  the  person's  employer. 
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PEOFESSOK  R.  S.  Macdougall. 


Pharmaceutical  Society, 

NORTH  BRITISH  BRANCH. 

THE  inaugural  meeting  of  the  winter  session  was  held  at 
36  York  Place,  Edinburgh,  on  Friday  evening,  Novem- 
ber 20,  Mr.  James  P.  Gilmour  (Chairman  of  the  Executive) 
presiding  over  a  large  audience,  in  which  were  many  ladies. 
An  inaugural  address  was  delivered  by  Professor  R. 
Stewart  Macdougall,  D.Sc,  F.R.S.E.,  of  the  Royal 
Veterinary  College,  Edinburgh,  and  University  lecturer  on 
Botany,  his  subject  being 

Some  Relations  of  Plants  to  their  Environment. 
There  are  various  ways  of  looking  at  the  subject  of 
botany,  said  the  lecturer,  and  various  standpoints  from 

 ^  which    the    subject  is 

viewed.  Students  of 
pharmacy  have  won 
honourable  renown  along 
various  lines — the  pro- 
perties of  plants  in  rela- 
tion to  poisons,  in  rela- 
tion to  medicines,  and 
even  in  the  well-trodden 
field  of  systematic 
botany.  He  quite  agreed 
with  the  Chairman,  who 
said  in  his  introductory 
remarks  that  botany  need 
not  necessarily  be  a  dry 
subject ;  yet  one  is  afraid 
that  often  the  only  oppor- 
tunity the  student  has  of 
seeing  plants  is  in  the 
more  or  less  mummified 
specimens,  and  the 
•wonder  is  that  it  is  at  all  possible  to  make  these  dry  bones 
live.  That  view  is  held  by  many  outside  people.  Almost 
©very  week,  certainly  nearly  every  time  one  is  out  in  the 
fields,  one  hears  criticisms  of  people  who  do  not  understand 
anything  about  the  subject  to  the  effect  how  can  anybody 
nave  interest  enough  to  waste  their  time  (as  they  put  it)  in 
collecting  plants,  or  even  in  keeping  one's  eyes  open  while 
walking  in  the  open  air.  But  it  is  wonderful  how  much  fun 
collectors  derive  for  themselves  at  the  expense  of  these 
keen  critics.  The  study  of  plant-ecology  is  not  new.  It 
has  been  known  for  many  years  in  all  but  name,  and  it 
means  the  study  of  plants  at  home — the  study  of  plants  as 
societies,  and  in  such  a  society  we  get  hundreds  of  plants 
between  many  of  which  there  is  no  family  relationship,  but 
they  all  live  together  in  a  community  because  each  adapts 
itself  to  the  conditions  of  its  environment.  The  environ- 
ment of  the  plant  includes  the  non-living  and  the  living 
factors — water,  temperature,  the  air  and  wind,  light,  soil, 
other  plants  such  as  parasitic  plants  and  animals,  including 
man.  The  dominating  factor  makes  the  difference.  Water 
is  a  prime  and  dominating  factor,  and  in  relation  to  it  we 
have  such  main  and  typical  formations  as  : 

1.  Hydrophytes  or  true  aquatics  and  marsh  plants  where 
a  water  environment  is  supremely  dominant,  and  there  is 
no  risk  of  physiological  drought. 

2.  Xerophytes  living  on  land  and  with  their  water-supnly 
in  danger  because  of  scarcity  of  water  in  the  soil  (physical 
drought),  plants  living  in  sand,  or  because  the  water, 
though  present,  cannot  pass,  in  cold  soils,  peat-bogs,  and 
soils  containing  excess  of  soluble  salts,  or  because  evapora- 
tion or  outgo  is  in  excess  of  intake,  as  on  high  mountains 
a4id  exposed  places;  or  because  markedly  there  is  physical 
drought,  with  at  the  same  time  evaporation,  very  active 
as  in  deserts. 

3.  Mesophytes.  where  the  water,  soil,  and  air  conditions 
are  medium,  none  being  in  excess. 

In  a  rapid  resvme  of  the  conditions  for  absorption  of 
-water  and  of  transpiration,  Dr.  Stewart  Macdougall  said 
water  is  essential  for  the  life  of  the  protoplasm.  It  is  from 
substances  and  solutions  that  protoplasm  is  nourished. 
Gases  come  to  the  protoplasm  also  in  solution,  and  waste 
matter  may  be  removed  from  where  the  protoplasm  is  active. 
The  plant  elements  are  keot  turgid  and  rigid  by  water,  and 
growth  is  impossible  unless  the  cells  are  in  a  state  of 
tension,  and  the  tension  is  due  to  water.   In  this  connection 


the  principles  of  absorption  and  transpiration  were  ex- 
plained. The  remainder  of  the  lecture  was  devoted  to  the 
numerous  adaptations  to  environment  shown  by  such 
societies  of  plants  as  hydrophytes,  xerophytes,  plants  of 
acid  humus,  and  the  flora  of  heathy  moor,  Alpine  plants, 
trees  in  exposed  positions,  coniferae,  mesophytes,  rainy 
tropical  forests,  and  the  deciduous  forests  of  temperate 
regions. 

The  lecture  was  illustrated  by  numerous  lantern-slides, 
which  greatly  enhanced  the  points  of  a  most  interesting  dis- 
course. On  the  motion  of  Mr.  J.  L.  Ewing,  seconded  by 
Dr.  Leonard  Dobbin,  a  hearty  vote  of  thanks  was  awarded 
to  Dr.  Stewart  Macdougall. 


General  Medical  Council. 


PEACE,  retrenchment,  and  general  amity  are  apparently 
the  watchwords  of  the  eighty-eighth  session  of  the 
General  Council  of  Medical  Education  and  Registration  of 
the  United  Kingdom,  which  opened  at  299  Oxford  Street, 
London,  W. ,  on  Tuesday  afternoon,  November  24,  Sir 
Donald  MacAlister,  K.C.B.  (President),  in  the  chair.  The 
roll  discovered  two  or  three  absentees,  Sir  John  Tuke  being 
one  of  them,  but  the  vacancy  caused  last  year  at  Cam- 
bridge by  the  President's  removal  to  Glasgow  is  now  filled 
by  Sir  T.  Clifford  Allbutt,  K.C.B.,  M.D.  He  was  intro- 
duced to  the  Council  by  Dr.  Norman  Moore. 

The  President's  Address 
was  unusually  long  and  interesting.  He  began  with  the 
sentence  "  The  Council  to-day  enters  on  its  second  half- 
century,"  and  described  the  creation  of  the  body  and  the 
problems  it  had  encountered  and  the  work  it  had  done. 
Reference  was  next  made  to  the  deaths  which  have  occurred 
since  the  last  meeting,  and  to  the  changes  in  the  Council. 
Then  Sir  Donald  touched  upon  the  work  of  this  meeting, 
and  in  connection  with  dental  matters  said  : 

An  important  declaration  of  the  law,  this  time  by 
judicial,  not  by  legislative  authority,  has  been  pronounced 
with  reference  to  the  Dentists  Act.  The  Lord  Chief  Justice, 
with  Mr.  Justice  Bigham  and  Mr.  Justice  Walton,  have, 
in  their  appeal  against  the  conviction  of  an  unregistered 
practitioner  of  dentistry,  decided  that  certain  words  (e.g. 
"painless  extraction"),  employed  by  him  in  an  advertise- 
ment, were  sufficient  to  bring  him  within  the  terms  of 
Section  3.  The  words  were  held  in  effect  to  be  a  statement 
that  the  advertiser  was  "  specially  qualified  to  practise 
dentistry,"  although  he  avoided  the  assumption  of  any 
specific  professional  title. 

The  scope  of  this  judgment  is  far-reaching,_  and  its  effect 
may  be  to  check  certain  flagrant  abuses  against  which  the 
dental  profession  have  long  and  earnestly  protested.  The 
position,  often  maintained  in  the  Council  and  elsewhere, 
that  the  Dentists  Act  is  more  effective  than  the  Medical 
Acts  in  the  restrictions  it  imposes  on  the  false  assumption 
of  professional  status  and  skill,  is  thus  vindicated.  The 
efforts  of  the  British  Dental  Association  in  this  and  other 
cases,  to  elicit  by  judicial  pronouncements  the  full  bearing 
of  the  Dentists  Act  as  regards  unqualified  practice,  whether 
by  companies  or  by  individuals,  have  been  unremitting,  and 
are  amply  justified  by  their  success. 

In  its  desire  for  the  improvement  of  professional  methods 
and  standards  of  conduct,  the  Dental  Association  has 
addressed  to  the  Council  a  request  that,  it  should  forthwith 
legislate  against  the  practice  of  advertising  by  registered 
dentists.  The  end  in  view  is  good,  and  merits  the  Council's 
serious  consideration  ;  but  it  may  be  questioned  whether  the 
means  suggested  are  within  the  Council's  present  powers. 
Our  legal  advisers  will  probablv  have  some  counsel  to  offer 
on  the  subject  during  the  session. 

In  concluding,  the  President  mentioned  that  an  improved 
system  of  filing  documents  relating  to  each  person  whose 
name  is  on  the  Medical  and  Dentists'  Registers  has  been 
adopted  in  the  office,  a  separate  file  being  devoted  to  each 
practitioner.  It  is  proposed  to  issue  a  circular  of  inquiry 
to  each  one  on  these  registers  at  the  beginning  of  next  yea.r. 

On  the  motion  of  Dr.  Little,  seconded  by  Dr.  Moore,  the 
President  was  thanked  for  his  address. 

Other  Business  on  Tuesday. 

The  usual  tables  regarding  the  competitions  for  com- 
missions in  the  medical  departments  of  the  Navy,  Army, 
and  India  were  received,  and  entered  in  the  minutes. 

The  President  moved  the  adoption  of  the  report  of  tb.8 
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Executive  Committee,  which  recommended  that  the  minutes 
be  taken  as  read  [they  are  printed  each  day  and  tabled. — 
Editor.],  with  a  proviso  that  any  member  may  move  that 
a  certain  minute  be  read  if  a  correction  is  found  necessary. 
Dr.  Saundby  thought  that  there  would  be  no  harm  in  trying 
to  see  how  it  works.  Mr.  Morris,  the  original  mover,  said 
that  as  the  reading  of  the  minutes  took  fourteen  minutes, 
each  of  which  costs  18.s.  Qd.  at  every  meeting,  a  saving  of 
several  hundred  pounds  would  be  effected  in  the  course  of 
the  year.    The  recommendation  was  adopted. 

"  The  Hall  "  Again. 

A  little  breeze  arose  over  the  examinations  of  the  Apothe- 
caries' Hall,  Dublin.  The  President  moved  the  adoption 
of  the  recommendation  that  the  examiners  appointed  by 
the  Council  to  assist  at  the  qualifying  examinations  held 
by  that  Hall  be  instructed  to  conduct  the  surgical  and  to 
supervise  the  medical  and  obstetrical  portions,  with  the 
object  of  securing  the  required  standard  of  proficiency; 
and  that,  secondly,  they  should  report  fully  to  the  Council. 
Dr.  Adye-Curran,  representing  the  Hall,  strongly  pro- 
tested against  any  suggestion  being  carried  into  effect  which 
would  not  apply  equally  to  the  Apothecaries'  Society, 
London.  He  declared  further  that  it  is  absolutely  illegal  for 
examiners  to  take  on  themselves  the  duties  of  inspectors  and 
reporters,  and  going  quite  outside  the  scope  of  examiners. 
The  reports  sent  to  the  Privy  Council  have  scared  away 
candidates,  damaged  the  reputation  and  finances  of  the  Hall 
to  the  extent  of  5,000/.,  and  they  constitute  a  perpetual 
censure,  which  is  most  unfair.  Sir  Thomas  Myles  first 
moved  as  an  amendment  that  the  motion  should  also  apply 
to  the  Society  of  Apothecaries,  London,  but  he  withdrew 
this  and  moved  : 

That  the  assistant  examiners  in  surgery,  appointed  by 

this  Council  be  instructed  to  report  to  the  Council  on  the 

character  and  conduct  of  all  qualifying  examinations. 
Sir  Thomas  said  that  there  is  a  widespread  feeling  in 
Ireland  that  justice  is  not  meted  out  to  them  as  to  the  cor- 
responding body  in  England.  The  examinations  for  the 
last  ten  years  have  been  subjected  to  a  microscopic  analysis. 
He  should  be  sorry  to  see  the  withdrawal  of  the  inspectors  ; 
the  Hall  should  court  the  fullest  publicity  so  long  as  it  is  in 
the  spirit  of  fair  play.  Sir  Hugh  Beevor  objected  to  the 
introduction  into  the  English  Apothecaries'  Society  of  a 
system  which  the  Irish  body  had  found  so  disastrous. — The 
President  stated  that  it  is  the  duty  of  the  Council  under  the 
Act  to  appoint  assistant  examiners,  but  only  to  those  bodies 
who  apply  for  them.  To  secure  the  maintenance  of 
efficiency  the  assistants  have  such  powers  as  the  Council 
may  prescribe.  It  is  a  mistake  in  words  to  denominate 
them  either  "inspectors"  or  "visitors."  Sir  Thomas 
Myles'  amendment  was  eventually  lost,  only  four  voting 
for  it,  and  the  motion  was  carried.  On  the  second  part  of 
the  motion,  that  the  examiners  should  report  to  the  Council, 
Dr.  Adye-Curran  moved  an  amendment  that  the  reports 
be  discontinued  for  the  present.  Dr.  McManus  supported 
him,  saying  that  the  Dublin  Hall  is  an  old  and  honourable 
body,  its  charter  is  the  oldest  in  Ireland.  It  has  set  its 
house  in  order,  and  he  thought  it  might  very  well  have  a 
respite  now.  The  President  quietly  pointed  out  that  the 
Council  had  already  decided  that  the  reports  shall  continue 
to  be  made,  but  by  the  amendment  the  assistant  examiners 
would  be  forbidden  to  report  to  the  Council  the  results  of 
their  work.    The  amendment  was  lost. 

The  Council  adjourned  at  4.45  p.m. 

Penal  Business 
commenced  on  Wednesday  with  the  case  of  Charles 
Thomas  Empey,  L.R.C.P.E.,  Cross  Hills,  via  Keighley, 
who  appeared  to  answer  charges  of  having  abused  his 
position  as  a  medical  man  by  behaving  indecently  to  and 
attempting  to  have,  or  having,  sexual  intercourse  with 
three  patients  when  attending  them  professionally.  Mr. 
Edwnrd  Shortt,  barrister-at-law,  appeared  on  behalf  of  the 
complainant,  and  Mr.  W.  J.  Waugh,  K.C.,  for  the  accused 
practitioner,  who  answered  to  his  call.  The  case  occupied 
the  whole  of  the  day,  and  was  not  finished  when  the 
Council  rose  at  six.  The  hearing  was  resumed  on 
Thursday,  and  lasted  all  day.  At  the  conclusion  of  Mr. 
Empey's  defence  it  was  intimated  that  the  matter  was 
suspending-  until  Friday,  November  27,  when  the  Council's 
decision  will  be  given. 


Chemist- Dentists. 

THE  following  is  the  text  of  a  letter  which  Mr.  Alfred 
Higgs,  J. P.,  chemist  and  dentist,  Richmond  Road. 
Kingston-on-Thames,  has  addressed  to  the  President  and 
members  of  the  General  Medical  Council  : 

To  Sir  Donald  MacAlister,  K.C.B.,  M.D.,  President. 
And  to  the  members  of  the  General  Council  of  Medical  Educa- 
tion and  Registration,  299  Oxford  Street,  W. 
Gentlemen, 

As  a  registered  dentist  I  desire  on  my  own  behalf  and  on 
behalf  of  other  registered  dentists  to  put  before  you_our  views 
upon  the  resolution  of  the  British  Dental  Association,  which 
we  are  informed  is  to  be  brought  before  the  General  Medical 
Council  at  its  meeting  next  Monday,  November  23. 
The  resolution  is,  we  understand,  as  follows : 

That  in  the  opinion  of  this  Association  advertising  by 
certain  registered  dentists  has  contributed  greatly  to  the- 
growth  of  illegal  practice  by  misleading  a  large  proportion 
of  the  public,  who,  for  this  reason,  fail  to  distinguish 
between  the  registered  and  unregistered  practitioner.  That 
the  General  Medical  Council  be  earnestly  requested  to  take 
immediate  action  to  suppress  as  infamous  conduct  in  a 
professional  sense  all  advertising  by  registered  dentists. 

To  this  resolution  we  strongly  object,  because  it  goes  far 
beyond  the  terms  of  the  resolution  of  your  Council  on  the  same 
subject  passed  in  1894,  which  was  decided  upon  after  mature- 
consideration  of  the  statutory  conditions  regulating  the  prac- 
tice of  dentistry. 

We  would  remind  the  Council  that  undei  the  Dentists  Act 
of  1878  persons  who  at  the  passing  of  the  Act  were  bona-f.de 
engaged  in  the  practice  of  dentistry  or  dental  surgery,  either 
separately  or  in  conjunction  with  the  practice  of  medicine, 
surgery  or  pharmacy  (and  not  possessing  any  dental  diploma) 
to  the  number  of  4,806,  were  registered  as  dentists  by  virtue- 
of  that  Act.  Inevitably,  through  the  lapse  of  time,  this 
number  has  decreased,  and  must  continue  decreasing  until 
the  whole  of  that  class  of  registered  dentists  is  extinct.  At 
the  present  moment,  however,  the  number  is  2,089  or  there- 
abouts. 

The  Dentists  Act  itself  contains  no  provisions  specifically 
dealing  with  advertising,  and  certainly  is  far  from  prohibit- 
ing advertising  altogether.  Advertising  was,  in  fact,  prac- 
tised before  1878  by  dentists ;  at  any  rate,  by  the  majority  of 
the  class  who  were  registered  by  virtue  of  their  being  then  in 
actual  practice,  so  that  any  alteration  in  this  respect  would 
be  an  alteration  in  the  conditions  under  which  registered 
dentists  were  entitled  to  remain  on  the  register  after  they  had 
once  obtained  registration.  We  feel  that  such  an  alteration 
would  be  unfair. 

In  the  case  of  chemists  who  are  dentists,  the  resolution 
would  practically  be  total  prohibition  of  the  practice  of  den- 
tistry, contrary  to  the  Act  of  1878.  Many  of  these  persons- 
have  exhibited  their  show-cases  or  dental  specimens  in 
windows  continuously  since  1878,  and  the  removal  of  these 
would  be  taken  by  the  public  to  indicate  that  the  practitioner- 
had  relinquished  dental  work  altogether. 

We  would  remind  the  Council  that  advertising  by  un- 
registered persons  practising  dentistry  is  by  no  means  pro- 
hibited even  under  the  recent  judgment  of  the  High  Court 
in  Barnes  v.  Brown.  The  British  Dental  Association,  in  the- 
circular  advocating  their  resolution,  put  forward  this  judg- 
ment as  a  justification  of  the  view  that  "  licence  to  advertise- 
may  now  be  dispensed  with."  The  Lord  Chief  Justice,  in 
Barnes  v.  Brown,  expressly  distinguished  between  advertise- 
ments about  artificial  teeth  (which  he  apparently  regarded  a& 
advertisements  of  goods  sold,  and  therefore  not  prohibited, 
in  the  case  of  unregistered  practitioners,  by  the  Dentists  Act), 
and  advertisements  of  dental  work  done,  which  he  regarded 
as  prohibited,  in  the  case  of  unregistered  persons.  It  will  be 
time  enough  to  stop  registered  dentists  from  all  advertising 
when  their  unregistered  competitors  have  been  stopped,  and 
not  merely  the  character  of  their  advertisements  chaneed. 

We  would  also  remind  the  Council  that  its  resolution  of 
May  20,  1894,  imposes  a  limitation  on  the  use  of  advertise- 
ments and  warns  registered  dentists  of  the  risk  they  run  if 
they  advertise  in  an  objectionable  manner.  We  submit  that 
as  long  as  our  unregistered  competitors  are  able  to  advertise., 
the  resolution  of  1894  is  a  sufficient  safeguard,  and  that  any 
extension  of  that  resolution  would  hamper  us  in  our  com- 
petition with  unregistered  persons,  and  it  is  this  competition 
which  most  directly  affects  our  class  of  registered  dentists. 

We  also  wish  to  call  the  attention  of  the  Council  to  the  way 
in  which  the  British  Dental  Association's  circular  has  been 
sent  out,  which  we  submit  will  prevent  the  state  of  opinion 
among  registered  dentists  on  this  question  being  fairlv  and 
accurately  gauged.  The  circular  was  sent  ovt  in  »nv.->lo"es 
bearing  a  halfpenny  stamp,  so  that  it  would  not  5n  the 
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ordinary  course  attract  the  same  attention  as  if  it  had  been 
sent  by  letter  post,  and  in  fact  we  have  ascertained  that  m 
Mme  cases  the  circular  was  thrown  aside  because  there  was 
nothing  to  indicate  its  importance.  Further,  the  circular 
was  sent  out  by  the  British  Dental  Association,  which  persons 
•who  are  not  members  of  that  body  do  not  regard  as  ot 
paramount  importance.  The  postcard  sent  out  by  the  Asso- 
ciation is  also  open  to  comment  as  being  ambiguous  in  its 
terms  The  recipient  is  asked  to  state,  not  whether  he  is  m 
favour  of  the  resolution  set  out  in  the  circular,  but  whether 
he  is  in  favour  of,  or  opposed  to,  "  a  restriction  of  advertising 
by  registered  dentists."  Any  person,  therefore,  who  regarded 
-the  resolution  of  1894  as  a  sufficient  restriction,  would  appa- 
rently be  expected  to  say  on  the  postcard  that  he  was  "  in 
favour  of  a  restriction  of  advertising  by  registered  dentists, 
and  such  an  answer  would  be  put  forward  as  indicating 
support  of  the  resolution  now  proposed.  . 

We  respectfully  submit  that  so  long  as  the  class  of  dentists 
-to  which  we  belong  continues  to  exist  it  should  be  allowed  to 
■continue  advertising  within  the  limits  laid  down  by  your 
'Council,  and  that  men  now  advanced  in  years  should  not  be 
hampered  by  a  further  resolution  on  a  point  on  which,  m 
the  course  of  time,  there  will  be  no  need  to  make  any  regula- 
tions at  all.  We  also  submit  that  the  way  in  which  the  British 
Dental  Association  is  agitating  this  question  is  not  respectful 
to  your  Council,  which  alone  is  entrusted  by  the  Statute  with 
the  determination  of  what  is  infamous  conduct  in  a  profes- 
sional respect.  _  .  ' 

We  therefore  appeal  to  your  Council  to_ reject  the  British 
Dental  Association's  resolution  at  the  coming  session,  and  if 
the  Council  proceeds  further  with  it,  we  respectfully  ask  that 
you  should  hear  one  of  us,  or  a  legal  advocate,  on  behalf  of 
those  registered  dentists  who  are  in  opposition  to  the  resolu- 
tion. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be.  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

Alf.  HlGGS. 

The  B.D.A.  View. 
This  letter  was  laid  before  the  Executive  Committee  of 
the  General  Medical  Council  on  Monday,  and  at  the  same 
meeting  a  letter  from  the  Hon.  Secretary  of  the  British 
Dental  Association  was  read.  This  quoted  the  above 
resolution,  and  mentioned  the  Council's  own  resolution 
regarding  advertising,  saying  : 

It  is  now  claimed  by  dentists  wishing  to  advertise  that, 
in  the  absence  of  definite  prohibition,  advertising  may  be 
■  regarded  as  approved  in  principle  by  your  Council,  save 
•  only  in  resn?ct  of  such  as  may  be  grossly  widespread, 
depreciate  fellow  practitioners,  or  claim  superiority  over 
them.  This  contention  has  frequently  been  maintained  by 
counsel  in  the  High  Courts  of  Justice.  Moreover,  it  has 
been  claimed  in  police  courts,  on  behalf  of  unregistered 
practitioners  summoned  for  infringements  of  the  Dentists 
Act,  that  they  have  been  compelled  to  advertise  to  counter 
the  advertisements  of  registered  dentists. 

That  the  time  is  now  opportune  is  indicated  bv  the  recent 
decision  in  the  Khar's  Bench  Divisional  Court,  in  re  Barnes 
v.  Brown,  on  appeal  from  a  magistrate's  conviction,  result- 
ing in  a  new  interpretation  of  the  Dentists  Act.  carrying  its 
prohibition  clause  far  beyond  what  has  hitherto  been 
accepted  as  the  limit  of  its  scope.  In  consequence  it  will  be 
necessary  for  the  future  that  unregistered  practitioners 
should  exercise  the  greatest  care  in  the  wording  of  their 
notices  and  advertisements,  and,  indeed,  it  is  not  unreason- 
able to  assume  that  advertising  bv  unregistered  practitioners 
will  of  necessity  be  largelv  curtailed,  if  not  made  impossible. 
I  have  to  submit  that  this  diminution  of  the  competition 
with  which  registered  dentists  have  had  to  contend  amply 
justifies  the  view  that  licence  to  advertise  may  now  be  dis- 
pensed with. 

The  letter  proceeded  to  ask  the  Council  to  legislate  for 
the  majority  of  dentists  on  the  Register,  and  quoted  the 
rvles  which  prevent  Natal  dentists  from  advertising.  The 
Committee,  having  considered  both  communications,  re- 
solved : 

That  the  "Executive  Committee  desire  to  point  out  that 
the  General  Council  have  no  power  to  legislate  or  to  issue 
resolutions  binding  upon  the  profession  and  having  absolute 
prohibitive  effect.  And  in  view  of  their  judicial  functions 
in  particular  cases  of  professional  misconduct,  it  is  not 
desirable  to  pass  a  resolution  condemning  any  practice  in 
-reneral  terms  until  a  series  of  cases  decided  before  them 
has  so  clearlv  demonstrated  the  prevalence  of  that  practice 
as  to  call,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Council,  for  a  warning  notice 
to  the  Profession. 

The  President  referred  to  the  matter  in  his  address, 
and  we  understand  that  nothing  definite  in  regard  to  it 
will  be  done  this  session. 


Festivities. 


Notts  Diners. 

The  members  of  the  Nottingham  and  Notts  Pharma- 
ceutical Association  and  their  friends  dined  together  at  the 
Victoria  Hotel,  Nottingham,  on  Thursday  evening,  Novem- 
ber 19,  Mr.  Ross  Sergeant  (President)  in  the  chair.  This 
celebrated  the  fortieth  anniversary  of  the  formation  of  the 


Association./  Among  the  guests  were  the  Mayor  (Major  J. 
Ashworth)-,  the 'Sheriff  (Councillor  E.  Mel'lor),  Mr.  P.  S. 
Clay  (Chief  Constable),  Mr.  G.  J.  B.  Woolley,  J.P.  (Lei- 
cester), and  Mr.  Glyn-Jones.  Before  the  toast-list  was 
entered  upon,  the  Chairman  expressed  regret  at  the  absence 
of  the  President  (Mr.  R.  FitzHugh,  J.P.)  through  illness, 
and  announced  that  he  had-  -sent  a  telegram  expressing 
eympatibj^ — ' 

Mr  D.  Ellis  proposed  "The  Pharmaceutical  Society," 
coupling  with  it  the  name  of  Mr.  Glyn-Jones,  who,  in  reply, 
spoke  of  the  Society's  functions,  and  said  there  seemed  to 
be  entire  satisfaction  at  the  way  in  which  the  Society  had 


performed  those  duties.  The- Chairman  proposed  "The 
Mayor,  Sheriff,  and  Corporation,"  paying  graceful  tributes 
to  the  ability  of  Major  Ashworth,  Councillor  Mellor,  and 
Sheriff  and  Councillor  J.  T.  Spalding.  The  Mayor,  the 
Sheriff,  and  Councillor  S.  Cook  replied. 

Mr.  S.  F.  Burford,  F.C.S.  (Leicester),  proposed  "  The 
Nottingham  and  Notts  Pharmaceutical  Association,"  and 
Mr.  W.  Gill  (Hon.  Secretary),  in  ljeplying,  said  the  member- 
ship is  now  nearly  seventy.  "The  Visitors"  and  The 
President  "  were  the  other  toasts'.  During  the  evening  an 
excellent  musical  programme  wai  rendered  by  the  Elysian 
Glee-singers,  Mr.  Howard  Burgess,  and  Mr.  Broughton 
Black. 
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Mb.  J.  A.  Haines. 


Association  Presidents. 

Since  our  last  issue  the  Bournemouth  Pharmaceutical  Asso- 
ciation has  met  to  appoint  officers  for  the  present  session, 

^  ^       and  Mr.  C.  F.  R.  Pars  (who  has 

presided   over   its    affairs  with 

O marked  ability  during'  the  past 
year)  has  been  succeeded  by  Mr. 
Joseph  Alfred  Haynes,  of  the 
Mentone  Pharmacy,  Parkstone, 
Dorset,  who  has  been  identified 
with  pharmacy  in  the  district  for  a 
quarter  of  a  century.  Mr.  Haynes 
served  his  apprenticeship  with 
Mr.  T.  Powell,  of  Fairford, 
Gloucestershire,  after  which  he 
was  for  two  years  an  assistant  at 
Kidderminster.  Then  he  studied 
for  the  Minor  examination,  which 
he  passed  on  April  20,  1883.  Soon 
after  he  went  to  Bournemouth  as 
an  assistant,  started  in  business 
on  his  own  account  at  Boscombe 
in  1886,  and  opened  a  branch  at 
Parkstone  in  1893,  a  year  later 
settling  down  there  and  devoting-  himself  solely  to  this  busi- 
ness. He  has  taken  an  active  part  in  the  Association's  affairs, 
and  his  colleagues  have  shown  their  appreciation  of  his  worth 
by  the  present  appointment. 

Brief  Records. 

Plymouth.— A  large  number  of  register^  chemists  in  the 
West  of  England  assembled  at  Royal  Hotel,  Plymouth,  on 
Wednesday,  November  25,  to  hear  an  address  by  Mr.  Glyn- 
Jones  on  the  "Parliamentary  Situation."  There  was  con- 
siderable discussion,  and  eventually  a  resolution  approving 
of  and  supporting  the  action  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Council 
was  unanimously  adopted. 

Bournemouth  Pharmaceutical  Association. — A  meet- 
ing was  held  at  the  Gervis  Hall  Restaurant  on  November  20, 
at  8.30  p.m.,  Mr.  C.  F.  R.  Pars  in  the  chair.  Mr.  J.  A.  Haynes 
was  unanimously  elected  President  for  the  ensuing  year.  The 
Hon.  Treasurer  (Mr.  C.  J.  Reid)  and  Hon.  Secretary  (Mr. 
W.  A.  Bingham)  were  re-elected.  The  Committee  appointed 
consisted  of  Messrs.  F.  E.  Bilson,  W.  G.  Curtis,  F.  W.  Hornby 
and  Francis  Rose. 

Teesside  Chemists'  Association.— The  Hon.  Secretaries 
(Messrs.  Jno.  Gregory  and  W.  T.  Coltman)  have  issued  to  all 
the  members  of  the  Association  printed  copies  of  the  seventh 
annual  report  and  financial  statement.  These  were  referred 
to  in  the  C.  &  D.,  October  17,  p.  625,  and  are  again  mentioned 
here,  as  the  facts  respecting  last  session  brought  once  more  to 
the  notice  of  the  members  are  likely  to  stimulate  to  greater 
effort  this  session.  Last  year  the  aggregate  attendance  was 
120,  which  looks  large  for  a  membership  of  31,  but  we  presume 
that  the  120  were  spread  over  sixteen  meetings. 

Chester.— The  first  meeting  of  the  Chester  and  District 
Chemists'  Association  for  the  session  was  held  at  the  Blossom 
Hotel  Chester,  on  November  17.  A  statement  of  accounts 
was  submitted  and  approved.  It  was  decided  to  contribute 
one  guinea  to  the  Dr.  John  Roberts  Memorial  Fund,  also  to 
support  the  Liverpool  meeting,  which  is  to  be  addressed  by 
Mr  W.  S.  Glyn- Jones.  A  discussion  took  place  with  regard 
to  the  comnaratively  new  method  of  advertising  bv  means  of 
lady  travellers  calling  upon  and  selling  direct  to  householders. 
"  Co-operative  Buying  "  is  to  be  the  principal  subject  for  dis- 
cussion at  next  meeting. 

Leith  District  Chemists'  Association.— V  meeting  was 
held  at  89  Leith  Walk,  on  November  12,  Mr.  A.  Duncan 
(President)  in  the  chair.  A  letter  was  read  from  Mr.  Kirk- 
patrick  resigning  the  secretaryship  owing  to  pressure  of 
business,  and  the  resignation  was  accepted  with  regret.  The 
following  office-bearers  were  elected :  President,  Mr.  A 
Duncan;  Vice-President,  Mr.  Alexander;  Secretarv,  Mr  A 
Currie,  162  Ferry  Road,  Leith;  Treasurer,  Mr.  W.  Lyon, 
Trinity,  and  Messrs.  Dudgeon,  Nicolson,  and  Noble  as 
members  of  committee.  The  proposed  constitution  and  rules 
were  then  considered  and  after  slight  alteration  adopted. 

Sheffield.— A  further  meetingnf  the  Council  of  the  Sheffield 
Pharmaceutical  and  Chemical  Society  was  held  on  Monday 
evening,  November  23,  to  consider  the  difficulties  which  have 
recently  caused  a  split  in  the  ranks  of  the  Council,  and  have 
resulted  in  a  declaration  by  six  members  that  they  would 
take  no  active  part  in  the  proceedings  so  long  as  present  con- 
ditions continue.  Mr.  Bernard  Ellis  (Hon.  Secretary)  sub- 
mitted letters  he  had  received  from  the  President  (Mr.  Percv 
Carr)  and  the  senior  Vice-President  (Mr.  J.  Gilbert  Jackson) 
resigning  on  the  ground  that  they  could  not  continue  in  office 


without  the  full  support  of  the  Council,  and  these  resignations 
were  accepted  with  regret.  Mr.  Ellis  also  intimated  his 
intention  to  resign  office,  and  Mr.  J.  B.  Pater  was  elected  to 
act  as  Hon.  Secretary  pro  tern.  It  will  be  seen  from  this  that 
there  is  no  improvement  in  the  condition  of  things,  but  a. 
further  meeting  of  the  Council  has  been  convened  for  Monday 
next,  when  it  is  hoped  that  some  way  will  bo  found  to  over- 
come the  existing  impasse. 

Pharmaceutical  Education.— Mr.  Piingle  presided  over- 
a  meeting  of  the  Dundee  Chemists'  Assistants'  Association 
held  in  Mather's  Hotel  on  Friday,  November  20,  when 
Mr.  A.  L.  Brand,  the  Secretary,  who  is  a  Fairehild  prizeman, 
read  a  paper  on  "Pharmaceutical  Education."  Air.  Brand' 
first  considered  the  best  methods  to  pursue  in  order  to  become 
an  efficient  pharmacist.  He  said  the  leaving  certificate  should 
be  obtained  or  the  University  Preliminary  be  passed  before- 
apprenticeship.  With  these  in  hand  students  are  in  a  position 
to  enter  for  the  Science  degree  if  so  disposed.  To  pass  the- 
Minor  from  evening  classes  is  a  vain  hope,  but  after  a  three 
months'  day  course  at  a  school  of  pharmacy  it  may  be  faced 
with  fair  hope  of  success.  The  facilities  in  Dundee  for  phar- 
maceutical education  are,  he  said,  not  so  good  as  they  should' 
be,  but  he  hoped  the  Association  would  correct  this  state  of 
matters.  While  the  local  botany  and  chemistry  classes  are* 
excellent,  it  is  a.  serious  defect  that  pharmacy  and  materia 
medica  classes  are  not  available.  Once  past  the  Minor  the 
chemist  and  druggist  should  not  cease  to  be  a  student,  but  go- 
forward  to  the  Major,  and  keeping  up  his  scientific  knowledge 
he  might  claim  to  be  classed  not  among  tradesmen,  but 
find  his  true  place  in  the  ranks  of  the  profession.  A  spirited 
discussion  followed,  most  of  those  present  taking  part. 

Chemists'  Assistants'  Association.— A  larger  gathering 
than  usual  assembled  at  73  Newman  Street  on  November  19' 
to  hear  Mr.  Sidney  Jamieson's  paper  on  "Sera:  Manufac- 
ture, Therapeutics,  and  Statistics  thereof."     The  President 
(Mr.  R.  H.  Brittain)  was  in  the  chair,  and  among  those 
present  were  Messrs.  S.  Furnival,  Harry  Hickev,  J.  Hutcheon,. 
F.  A.  Lawson,  M.  W.  Patrick,  T.  Patrick,  P.  Phillips,  E.  G. 
Reeves,  E.  Thompson,  G.  A.  Tocher,  L.  S.  Tompsitt,  B.  R. 
Wilkinson,  J.  Williams,  G.  E.   Williams,  H.  A.  Wilson, 
H.  W.  S.  Wynter,  and  F.  L.  K.  Loxley  (Hon.  Secretary).  Mr. 
Jamieson  began  by  showing  the  pioneers  of  aseptic  surgery 
and    preventive    medicine — viz.,    Lister,    Pasteur,  Klebs, 
Loeffler,  and  Roux.    Then  the  various  micro-organisms  were 
illustrated,  commencing  with  the  short  rods  of  diphtheria, 
bacillus,  a  micron  scale  (inso  millimetre)  giving  some  idea  of 
the  magnification.    The  diversity  of  forms  were  shown  by  the- 
beaded  chains  of  streptococci,  the  drumsticks  of  tetanus,  the 
comma  bacillus  of  cholera,  and  others.    The  making,  inocula- 
tion, and  incubation  of  diphtheritic  bouillon  cultures  formed 
the  first  stage  in  the  preparation  of  diphtheria  antitoxin, 
which  was  fully  described  and  illustrated,  as  other  sera  are 
prepared  similarly.    After  filtration  the  resultant  toxin  is 
injected  to  immunise  the  horse — a  process  occupying  six  to 
nine  months.      The  horse  is  bled    and    the  blood-serum 
separated.    The  standardisation  against  standard  toxin  was- 
explained,  with  a  lengthy  exposition  as  to  the  Behring  system 
of  units.    Cold  storage  for  three  weeks  follows,  and  a  final 
examination  is  made  before  the  tubes  are  filled  and  packed. 
The  slides  demonstrated  the  hygiene  type  of  stables  and  the- 
great  increase  of  stud  correlative  with  the  increased  use  of 
sera.    Mortality  statistics  were  given  to  show  the  necessity  foi- 
immediate  injection  of  diphtheria  antitoxin  in  suspected  cases. 
The  dosage  and  keeping-properties  were  dealt  with  clearly 
and  concisely,  and  it  was  stated  that  three  years'  storage 
lowered  the  antitoxic  value  but  little,  and  old  stock  should 
be  used  for  injection  pending  the  arrival  of  fresh  supplies. 
The  lecture  ended  with  a  slide  of  the  late  Mr.  Fred  Reynolds's 
cartoon  of  Mr.  Maben  lecturing  on  "  Sera."    In  the  subse- 
quent discussion  Mr.  Jamieson  enlightened  the  company  as  to- 
tho  effect  of  light  and  heat  on  the  keeping  properties  of  sera, 
the  yield  from  each  horse,  and  the  different  modes  of  describ- 
ing the  standardisation  units.    A  cordial  vote  of  thanks  was 
accorded  to  Mr.  Jamieson  for  his  interesting  and  lucid  con- 
tribution. 

Lincoln.— The  annual  meeting  of  the  Lincoln  and  District 
Chemists'  Association  was  held  at  the  Coffee  Palace,  Lincoln, 
on  Thursday,  November  19,  Mr.  J.  S.  Battle,  J. P.  (President), 
in  the  chair.  The  Treasurer's  accounts  showed  a  good  balance- 
in  hand,  and  the  Treasurer  (Mr.  Elmitt)  was  thanked  for  his 
services.  Mr.  Battle  was  re-elected  President  on  the  motion 
of  Mr.  Allison,  who  mentioned  that  this  would  make  Mr. 
Battle's  tenth  year  of  office.  He  had  served  the  Association 
well.  Mr.  Hill  seconded,  and  the  motion  was  unanimously 
carried.  Mr.  Battle  thanked  the  members  in  a  felicitous 
speech.  He  thought  the  Association  a  very  useful  brother- 
hood, working  for  the  common  interests  of  the  members.  He> 
emphasised  the  great  need  there  is  of  chemists  recognising  the 
duty  they  owe  to  one  another,  and  that  if  they  did  so,  and 
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were  well  organised,  much  could  be  accomplished.  Mr. 
JElmitt  was  re-elected  Treasurer  and  Mr.  Watson  Secretary. 
The  report  of  the  Buying  Committee  was  presented,  and  Mr. 
JElmitt  was  thanked  for  managing  it.  The  Secretary  re- 
ported on  the  Grantham  meeting  addressed  by  Mr.  Glyn- 
Jones.  The  present  legislative  situation  was  fully  discussed, 
and  it  was  unanimously  resolved  to  approve  and  support  the 
Pharmaceutical  Council's  parliamentary  policy.  It  was  also 
suggested  that  it  would  be  desirable  for  an  additional  clause 
to  the  poisons  section,  giving  a  chemist  or  his  representative  a 
right  to  be  heard  when  the  local  authority  is  considering  a 
licence,  so  that  an  objection  may  be  made  if  the  licence  is  not 
necessary. 

Bradford  and  the  Bill. —A.  special  meeting  of  the  Bradford 
and  District  Chemists'  Association  was  held  at  the  Rcyal 
Hotel,  Bradford,  on  Thursday,  November  19;  to  consider  a 
resolution,  of  which  Mr.  A.  Hanson  had  given  notice,  in 
support  of  the  action  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Council  on  the 
Government  Poisons  and  Pharmacy  Bill.  Mr.  D.  S.  Priestley 
(President)  occupied  the  chair,  and  there  was  an  exceptionally 
good  attendance.  Mr.  Hanson  in  opening  the  discussion,  re- 
viewed the  whole  subject  in  an  exhaustive  speech,  in  the 
•course  of  which  he  submitted  that  the  Pharmaceutical  Council 
is  in  the  position  of  knowing  what  can  be  done,  and  he  con- 
sidered that  chemists  would  come  out  better  than  some  were 
■disposed  to  think.    He  concluded  by  proposing — 

That  this  meeting  of  the  chemists  of  Bradford  and  the 
■district  approve  of  the  policy  of  the  Council  of  the  Pharma- 
ceutical Society  in  connection  with  the  Poisons  and  Phar- 
macy Bill. 

Mr.  W.  K.  Jackson  seconded  the  resolution.  Mr.  R.  H. 
Marshall  suggested  that  the  resolution  ought  to  contain  some 
reference  to  the  proposed  amendments,  and  the  proposer  and 
seconder  agreed  to  alter  it  to  the  following  form  : 

That  this  meeting  of  the  chemists  of  Bradford  and  district 
expresses  its  confidence  in  the  Council  and  its  policy  in  its 
efforts  to  secure  amendments  of  the  Government  Poisons 
and  Pharmacy  Bill. 

Mr.  Gordon  thought  that  they  ought  to  know  what  the 
amendments  were  before  they  went  so  far  as  that.  Mr. 
Deacon  and  Mr.  Calvert  also  spoke,  and  a  long  discussion 
■ensued  as  to  whether  or  not  the  title  "  pharmaceutical 
■chemist"  would  be  protected  by  the  Government  Bill.  [The 
use  of  any  title  other  than  "chemist  and  druggist,"  or  its 
equivalents,  by  companies  or  firms  in  Scotland  is  prohibited 
by  Clause  3,  Sub-clause  4,  which  says,  "  Sections  1  and  15  of 
the  Pharmacy  Act,  1868,  shall  apply  to  a  body  corporate,  and 
in  Scotland  to  a  firm  or  partnership,  in  like  manner  as  they 
apply  to  an  individual "  :  which  means  that  these  bodies 
•could  be  fined  for  using  the  titles  "  pharmaceutical  chemist," 
"  pharmaceutist,"  and  "  pharmacist." — Editor  C.  &  D.\ 
Alderman  H.  Dunn,  Mr.  W.  K.  Jackson,  Mr.  G.  Penty,  and 
others  spoke  on  various  points  of  the  situation.  After  an  hour 
and  a  half's  discussion  the  motion,  as  amended,  was  carried 
by  nineteen  votes  to  four. 

Public  Dispensers'  Association.—  '  Fuhber  :  its  Culti- 
vation and  Production  "  was  the  topic  for  the  evening  at  the 
■opening  meeting  at  St.  Bride  Institute,  London,  E.C.,  on 
November  26.  Unfortunately,  owing  to  severe  chill,  Mr.  L. 
Noozagaray,  chief  of  the  Information  Bureau  of  the 
Columbian  Republic,  who  was  down  for  the  principal  paper, 
was  unable  to  attend.  Among  the  members  present  when  the 
'Chairman  (Mr.  Hermann  C.  T.  Gardner,  F.C.S.)  and  Mr. 
O.  A.  Elias,  F.C.S.,  gave  their  paper  and  demonstration  on 
"Caoutchouc,"  were  Messrs.  W.  E.  Miller,  G.  W.  Udale,  F. 
Noad  Clark,  H.  H.  Hewitt,  W.  H.  Windmill,  J.  J.  Smith, 
G.  W.  Lindsav,  R.  W.  Lindsey,  R.  Welford,  and  S.  H.  Lead- 
beater  (Hon.  Secretary).  The  Chairman,  after  a  few  introduc- 
tory remarks,  gave  formal  notice  of  motions  for  the  next  Coun- 
cil-meeting affecting  election  to  membership,  date  of  annual 
general  meeting,  and  appointment  of  auditors.  He  then  read 
the  paper.  The  varieties  and  habitats  of  the  rubber-plants  were 
described,  with  statistics  as  to  the  world's  rubber-consump- 
tion. The  tapping  of  the  trees  for  latex  and  the  methods  of 
■coagulation  of  the  latter  were  considered  under  various  heads 
—(1)  natural,  (2)  smoking,  (3)  chemical,  and  (4)  mechanical 
methods  of  producing  separation  of  the  suspended  caoutchouc. 
The  use  of  formaldehyde  to  prevent  natural  coagulation  of 
the  latex  until  it  can  be  suitably  treated  was  then  detailed,  as 
was  also  the  use  of  "  Preservo'l  "  for  the  same  puroose.  A 
demonstration  of  a  new  coagulant,  invented  by  Mr.  Elias  and 
called  "  Koguline,"  was  then  given.  The  rubber  was  quickly 
separated  from  the  treated  latex,  partially  squeezed  dry,  and 
then  handed  round  to  illustrate  its  tenacity  and  elasticity.  A 
■dried  sample  was  also  exhibited.  Tests  were  given  to  show 
that  the  proteids  of  the  latex  remain  in  the  latex  mother- 
liquor,  and  are  not  extracted  with  the  separated  caoutchouc, 
lne  subsequent  discussion  was  general.  Mr.  Udale  recalled 
the  old  method  of  chemists,  before  the  introduction  of  vul- 
canised rubber,  of  keeping  enemas  in  the  sulphur-drawer. 


Society  of  Chemist-Opticians. 

A  Meeting  of  the  Council  of  this  Society  took  place  on 
November  24  at  St.  Bride  Institute,  Ludgate  Circus, 
London,  E.C.  Mr.  Alfred  Higgs,  J. P.  (Kingston),  was  in 
the  chair,  and  there  were  also  present  Mr.  Rex  Blanchford 
Mr.  F.  S.  Horsey,  Mr.  S.  W.  Woolley,  and  Mr.  J.  H.  Cuff 
(Hon.  Secretary). 

Elections. — The  following  were  elected  :  Members  — 
Mr.  E.  P.  Anthony,  Bedford;  Mr.  T.  L.  Bennett,  Stock- 
port; Mr.  W.  H.  Burns,  Colombo,  Ceylon;  Mr.  H.  Davis, 
Grays;  Mr.  T.  W.  Fergusson,  Glasgow;  Mr.  D.  T.  g! 
Jenkins,  Pembroke  Dock;  Mr.  F.  J.  Martin,  Ilf  ord ;  Mr. 
H.  Oxley,  Rochdale;  Mr.  A.  E.  Strother,  Newcastle-on- 
Tyne;  Mr.  W.  C.  Turpin,  Middlesburg,  C.C.  ;  Mr.  P.  H. 
W  arren,  St.  Albans.  Associates. — Mr.  W.  F.  George,  Edg- 
baston;  Mr.  G.  R.  Thwaits,  Denmark  Hill.  Assistant. — 
Mr.  W.  G.  Whittaker,  Cork. 

A  general  meeting  of  the  Society  was  held  later,  over 
which  Mr.  Alfred  Higgs  presided.  The  attendance  was 
small.  The  Chairman  referred  to  the  loss  the  Society  has 
sustained  in  the  death  of  Mr.  Julius  Caesar,  an  ex-President. 
Mention  was  also  made  to  the  election  of  Mr.  J.  H.  Cuff, 
the  Hon.  Secretary,  as  a  Councillor  of  the  Pharmaceutical 
Society  of  Great  Britain.  Mr.  Higgs  then  called  on  Mr. 
H.  0.  Wood  to  read  his  paper  on 

Mathematics  for  Opticians. 
Mr.  Wood  first  emphasised  the  importance  of  mathe- 
matics to  opticians  as  a  mental  training  and  for  elucidating 
the  many  formulas  and  calculations  met  with  in  practice. 
The  almost  universal  adoption  of  the  dioptric  system  has 
simplified  ophthalmic  calculations,  the  ordinary  rules  of 
decimals  only  being  required.    In  the  inch  sytem,  which 
is  still  sometimes  met  with,  the  unit  is  a  lens  of  1-in.  focal 
length  (equal  to  40  D.),  all  the  powers  of  the  other  lenses 
ordinarily  involved  in  spectacle-work  being  expressed  as 
fractions  of  this  unit.    The  sum  of  two  lenses  in  the  inch 
system  resolves  itself  into  the  addition  of  the  reciprocals 
of  their  focal  lengths  (the  addition  of  two  simple  fractions). 
As  regards  ophthalmic  prisms,  a  smattering  of  the  trigono- 
metrical ratios  is  necessary  to  enable  the  relative  values 
of  the  three  units — the  degree,  the  degree  of  deviation,  and 
the  prism  diopter — to  be  understood.    The  student  should 
not  lose  sight  of  the  similarity  between  the  diopter  of 
power  with  reference  to  lenses  and  the  prism-diopter.  Be- 
ginners have  a  difficulty  in  grasping  the  rules  of  algebraical 
addition,  subtraction,  multiplication,  and  division,  and  find 
it  difficult  to  understand  why  the  subtraction  of  a  minus 
quantity  from  a  plus  quantity  should  leave  a  greater  plus 
quantity.    If,  however,  this  is  considered  as  a  weak  con- 
cave lens  combined  with  a  strong  convex  lens,  it  is  easy 
to  understand  that  the  withdrawal  of  the  concave  lens  in- 
creases the  power  of  the  convex  lens.    The  subtraction  of 
negative  quantities  can  similarly  be  illustrated  by  the  with- 
drawal of  one  of  two  combined  concave  lenses.  When 
considering  the  natural  laws  of  light  and  the  relations 
existing  between  the  radii  and  foci  of  mirrors,  those  con- 
necting the  radii,  foci,  and  refractive  indices  of  lenses 
and  lens-systems,  and  those  dealing  with  the  angles  and 
deviations  of  prisms,  the  help  of  arithmetic,  algebra, 
trigonometry,  and  Euclid  is  needed — not  necessarily  ad- 
vanced knowledge.    Simple  trigonometrical  functions  are 
involved  in  the  law  of  refraction,  which  says  that  the  sines 
of  the  angles  of  incidence  and  refraction  of  an  incident 
ray  passing  from  one  medium  to  another  of  different  density 
is  a  constant  for  any  two  media,  provided  the  colour  of  the 
light  remains  unchanged.    In  the  notation  of  ophthalmic 
prisms  a  knowledge  of  trigonometry  is  also  useful  m  con- 
structing tangent  scales.  In  all  first-approximation  formulas 
where  it  is  assumed  that  the  incident  pencils  are  axial  and 
small,  the  circular  measure  of  the  angles  is  introduced  to 
simplify  and  generalise  conjugate  foci,  etc.    In  the  deduc- 
tion of  such  formulae  by  the  geometrical  method  resource 
must  be  had  to  both  trigonometry  and  geometry, _  and  to 
Euclid  for  those  propositions  concerning  the  relations  be- 
tween the  internal  and  external  angles  ol  triangles  and  the 
ratios  between  the  sides  of  equiangular  triangles.  The 
similarity  between  the  sine,  tangent,  and  circular  measure 
of  a  small  angle  should  be  clearly  understood,  as  this  fact 
is  made  use  of  in  ail  calculations  to  the  first  approximation. 
Again,  if  the  same  formulas  be  deduced  by  the  curvature 
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system,  the  approximation  occurs  in  considering  that  for 
small  arcs  of  slight  curvature  the  arc  and  its  corresponding 
sagitta  are  proportional — i.e.,  if  the  one  be  increased  or 
decreased,  the  uther  is  assumed  to  increase  or  decrease  in 
the  same  ratio.  The  principle  of  the'  spherometer,  and 
indirectly  that  of  the  simple  lens-measure,  is  based  exclu- 
sively upon  a  proposition  of  the  third  book  of  Euclid,  in 
which  it  is  proved  that  if  two  chords  of  a  circle  intersect 
at  right  angles  the  products  of  their  parts  are  equal.  In 
algebra  the  ground  to  be  covered  does  not  usually  extend 
beyond  simple  and  simultaneous  equations,  but  cases  arise 
where  quadratics  are  involved.  A  good  working  knowledge 
of  complex  fractions  and  equations  of  the  first  degree  is 
very  useful.  Mr.  Wood  then  went  on  to  explain  the  mathe- 
matical requirements  of  the  Preliminary  examination  of  the 
Spectacle-makers'  Company,  and  to  summarise  the  mathe- 
matical requirements  for  opticians  as  dealt  with  in  his  paper. 

The  discussion  took  the  form  of  a  "  round-table  conver- 
sation," Mr.  Lionel  Laurance,  the  former  official  Instructor, 
being  present  to  reply  to  difficulties  that  members  had  met 
with  in  practice.  Mr.  Wood  also  gave  instructive  replies 
to  the  questions  which  have  been  set  this  week  at  the 
Spectacle-makers'  examinations,  his  answers  to  the  diffi- 
culties met  with  being  much  appreciated. 

S.  M.  C.  Delays. — Some  conversation  took  place  in  regard 
to  delay  of  the  Spectacle-makers'  Company  in  sending  out 
diplomas  to  candidates  who  pass  the  examinations.  It  was 
intimated,  however,  that  the  matter  will  shortly  be 
rectified. 

Votes  of  thanks  to  Mr.  Wood,  Mr.  Laurance,  and  the 
Chairman  concluded  the  meeting. 

Liverpool  Chemists'  Association. 

On  the  invitation  of  Mr.  Prosper  H.  Marsden,  Lecturer  in 
Materia  Medica  and  Pharmacy  at  the  University,  last 
week's  meeting  (Thursday  evening,  November  19)  was  held 
in  the  Medical  School  of  the  University.  The  first  part 
of  the  proceedings  took  place  in  the  surgical  theatre,  where 
Mr.  Marsden  received  the  visitors.  Mr.  J.  T.  Hornblower 
(President)  was  in  the  chair. 

Mr.  J.  Howat  was  duly  elected  a  member. 

Mr.  Humphrey  Jones  was  unanimously  elected  Recorder 
in  Chemistry  in  succession  to  Mr.  R.  C.  Cowley. 

Mr.  J.  Barr  said  he  recently  had  a  spray  to  dispense  which 
contained  eucaine  hydrochloride,  tannic  acid,  sodium 
benzoate,  and  water.  It  was  quite  incompatible,  and  the 
prescriber  altered  it. — The  President  also  commented  on  the 
spray. 

Mr.  Marsden,  as  Recorder  in  Materia  Medica,  then  con- 
ducted the  visitors  through  the  parts  of  the  University  in 
which  his  subjects  are  taught.  He  showed  old  books  deal- 
ing with  the  study  of  materia  medica,  a  number  of  seven- 
teenth and  eighteenth  century  pharmacy-jars,  and  a  collec- 
tion of  Russian  pharmaceutical  curios.  In  the  laboratory 
of  pharmacy  Mr.  G.  V.  C.  Last  showed  a  lodestone  from 
Sweden,  and  all  the  plants  belonging  to  N.O.  fiolannrcre. 

Mr.  Harold  Wyatt  exhibited  and  described  a  fruit 
(Brazil  nut)  of  Bcrthollctia  exrelsa.  The  fruit  of  the  allied 
plant  (Zabucago  or  Sapucaya  nut)  is  a  perfect  example  of  a 
pyxis.  Mr.  A.  C.  Abraham  showed  samples  of  cascara 
sagrada  of  very  large  size — viz.,  about  a  yard  in  length,  the 
quills  being  two  inches  across,  and  one  flatter  piece  was 
about  three  inches  acrors. 

After  the  visitors  had  inspected  the  laboratory  they  went 
to  the  museum  of  materia  medica,  where  Mr.  Marsden 
described  some  of  the  more  important  exhibits. 

In  the  course  of  the  evening  the  Secretary  announced  that 
the  next  meeting  will  be  held  at  the  Royal  Institution  on 
December  3,  and  will  comprise  the  Liverpool,  Birkenhead. 
Chester,  and  Wigan  Associations.  Any  registered  chemist 
within  a  radius  of  twenty  miles  from  Liverpool  who  is  not  a 
member  of  any  association  will  be  welcome.  The  meeting 
is  to  consider  the  Poisons  and  Pharmacy  Bill,  and  Mr.  Glyn- 
Jones  is  to  be  present.  Dr.  Symes  hoped  the  members  will 
turn  up  in  full  force. 

The  proceedings  terminated  with  a  vote  of  thanks  to  Mr. 
Prosper  H.  Marsden,  which  was  briefly  acknowledged. 

Hull  Chemists'  Association. 

At  the  meeting  held  at  the  Grosvenor  Hotel,  Hull,  on 
Monday  evening,  November  23,  Mr.  C.  B.  Bell  (President) 


referred,  after  some  preliminary  business  was  disposed  of, 
to 

The  Title  of  Chemist  and  Druggist. 

His  remarks  were  based  upon  the  report  in  the  last  C .  <L-  D. 
(p.  788).  Paragraphs  have  appeared  in  several  provincial 
papers  embodying  similar  information.  Mr.  Bell  said  the 
Bill  would  prove  more  satisfactory  to  the  trade  than  had 
generally  been  anticipated,  and  if  the  titles  were  stuck  to, 
and  especially  that  of  "chemist  and  druggist,"  and  he 
would  tell  them  why.  He  remembered  the  time  when  it 
was  possible  for  anyone  prior  to  1868  to  commence  business 
and  call  himself  a  chemist  and  druggist.  Under  the  Poisons 
Act  and  the  Pharmacy  Act  of  1868  the  title  of  chemist 
and  druggist  came  into  force.  It  was  not,  as  some  had 
stated,  in  the  charter,  and  never  had  been.  There  were 
certain  people  who  were  anxious  to  do  away  with  the  title 
and  usurp  that  of  "  pharmacist."  There  were  many  who 
could  not  properly  call  themselves  pharmacists,  for  they 
had  not  passed  the  Major  examination.  The  title  "  chemist 
and  druggist"  had  been  in  existence  long  before  the  Act 
of  1868,  and  although  it  had  no  legal  status  he  ti-usted  it 
would  be  retained.  He  had  not  the  slightest  objection  to 
those  who  had  passed  the  Major  examination  calling  them- 
selves by  what  title  they  liked.  It  was  no  degradation 
for  the  Minor  men  to  call  themselves  chemists  and  drug- 
gists, and  he  hoped  the  old  title  would  be  retained,  as  it  was 
well  known,  and  used,  at  any  rate,  to  be  respected  by  the 
public.  The  President  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  had 
been  working  very  strenuously  in  their  cause,  and  The 
Chemist  and  Druggist  had  been  very  strong  on  the 
question. 

Other  Business. 

The  President  expressed  his  satisfaction  that  the  Corpo- 
ration had  decided  to  make  Saturday.  December  26,  a 
closing-day  in  spite  of  the  appeal  of  the  market  people. 

Mr.  Brighouse,  Beverley  Road,  and  Mr.  H.  Leggott, 
Charles  Street,  were  elected  members  on  the  motion  of  Mr. 
Kenny,  seconded  by  Mr.  Richardson. 

Letters  were  read  from  the  Secretaries  of  the  Pharma- 
ceutical Society,  the  P.D.U..  and  the  B.P.Cx.  Committee. 

The  arrangements  for  the  fortieth  anniversary  dinner 
were  reported  to  be  completed,  the  dinner  to  take  place  at 
the  Grosvenor  Hotel  on  December  3.  at  8.30  p.m.  The 
Mayor  (Alderman  Feldman)  has  been  invited  to  be  present. 

The  next  meeting  of  the  Association  was  fixed  for 
January  4,  1909. 

Cardiff  and  District  Pharmaceutical  Association. 

A  General  Meeting  was  held  at  the  Angel  Hotel,  Cardiff, 
on  Wednesday,  November  25,  Mr.  J.  Reynolds  (Barry- 
Dock)  in  the  chair,  and  sixteen  other  members  were  pre- 
sent. 

Miscellaneous. 

The  first  matter  discussed  was  a  letter  from  the  Secretary 
of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  regarding  the  Association's 
proposal  that  any  meeting  of  chemists  convened  by  the 
Association  to  hear  Mr.  Glyn-Jones  should  be  open  to  the 
Press.  The  Secretary  asked  the  Association  to  reconsider 
the  matter,  and  concluded  :  "If,  after  consideration,  it 
is  still  deemed  an  essential  condition  to  the  conveyance  of 
confidential  information  that  the  whole  world  should  know 
of  it,  the  Council  must  try  to  find  some  other  plan  of 
instructing  the  members  of  the  Society  in  South  Wales." 
After  discussion,  the  Chairman  said,  so  far  as  the  Cardiff 
Association  is  concerned,  they  adhered  to  their  former  reso- 
lution, and  the  members  generally  assented. 

Invitations  to  help  the  "  B.P.  Codex  "  Committee,  and  to 
bring  the  claims  of  the  P.D.U.  before  the  members,  were 
next  laid  before  the  meeting.  The  former  was  deferred,  and 
on  the  latter  Mr.  Hagon,  the  Chairman,  Mr.  S.  B.  Eason, 
and  Mr.  Leo  Joseph  spoke.  Mr.  Eason  proposed  that  the 
P.D.U.  should  be  asked  to  send  down  a  representative, 
but  this  was  not  seconded,  and  the  matter  dropped. 

Mr.  Hagon  referred  to  the  meetings  which  had  been  held 
with  the  object  of  forming  a  Federated  Chamber  of  Trade. 
Their  own  efforts  in  that  direction  had  not  been  successful, 
■\nd  he  thought  they  should  withdraw  from  the  position 
they  had  taken  up.  It  would  then  leave  the  way  clear  for 
other  bodies  if  they  chose  to  take  up  the  matter.    He  moved 
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they  they  withdraw  from  further  negotiations.  This  was 
seconded  by  Mr.  E.  Poole  and  carried. 

Mr.  Lord  Gifford's  Policy. 

Mr.  Hagon  said  he  was  sorry  to  notice  in  The  Chemist 
and  Druggist  of  last  week  an  editorial  article  headed 
"  Six  and  Half-a-Dozen,"  in  which  a  most  unjustifiable 
attack  was  made  upon  Mr.  Lord  Gifford,  a  member  of  the 
Pharmaceutical  Council.  Mr.  Gifford  had  been  challenged 
by  Mr.  Glyn-Jones  to  define  the  policy  of  the  minority 
in  the  Council,  and  in  response  to  that  challenge  he  ad- 
dressed a  meeting  in  North-East  Lancashire.  The  Chemist 
and  Druggist,  in  criticising  Mr.  Gifford's  address,  left  out  a 
most  crucial  feature  of  it.  Mr.  Gifford  said  he  did  not 
consider  it  fair  or  justifiable  that  limited  liability  companies 
should  be  permitted  to  use  the  title  of  "  chemist  and  drug- 
gist," but  that  if  they  were  permitted  to  do  so,_  that 
permission  should  become  a  general  one,  and  not  be  linked 
to  companies  alone,  but  that  individuals  should  be  at  liberty 
to  take  the  title.  In  putting  forth  this  policy  Mr.  Gifford 
did  not  urge  that  the  title  of  "  chemist  and  druggist  " 
should  be  used  by  individuals  freely,  but  that  if  the  title 
were  by  law  permitted  to  be  used  by  limited  liability  com- 
panies,'the  same  permission  should  be  given  to  individuals  ; 
in  a  word,  Mr.  Gifford  objected  to  companies  being  placed 
in  a  privileged  position,  and  to  that  extent  he  (Mr.  Hagon) 
supported  him.  The  Chemist  and  Druggist  set  forth  all 
the  points  enumerated  by  Mr.  Gifford  except  the  crucial 
one  in  which  he  urged  that  the  use  of  the  title  by  individuals 
should  be  surrounded  by  such  safeguards  as  were  proposed 
in  the  case  of  limited  liability  companies.* 

The  remainder  of  the  business  was  of  a  routine  character. 


Spectacle-makers'  Company. 

AT  the  examinations  of  the  company,  which  are  being 
held   in  London  this  week,  the   following  are  the 
papers  set  in  the  written  parts  of  the  sections  indicated. 
The  time  allowed  for  each  of  these  papers  was  three  hours  : 
Preliminary  Examination. 
General  and  Practical  Optics. 

1.  What  do  you  know  as  to  the  nature  of  light?  What 
evidence  is  there  for  the  statement  that  light  travels  at  the 
rate  of  300  million  metres  per  second  ? 

2.  Describe  some  simple  form  of  photometer,  and  explain 
how  to  use  it  to  measure  the  candle-power  of  a  source  of  light 
such  as  a  gas-flame.  _ 

3.  How  is  the  curvature  of  a  spherical  wave  of  light 
measured  ?  How  would  you  verify  the  fact  that  when  a 
spherical  wave  of  light  passes  directly  through  a  thin  lens 
the  change  in  the  curvature  of  the  wave  is  the  same  for  all 
positions  of  the  lens  ? 

4.  What  do  you  understand  by  the  total  reflexion  of  light  at 
3,  reflecting  surface  ?  Under  what  conditions  can  it  occur  ? 
How  can  the  phenomenon  of  total  reflexion  be  used  to  measure 
the  refractive  index  of  the  reflecting  substance  ? 

5.  What  is  meant  by  the  dispersion  of  light?  Describe^ ex- 
periments to  illustrate  the  principal  phenomena  of  dispersion. 

6.  Trace  graphically  the  changes  which  occur  in  the  image 
■of  a  small  object  placed  on  the  axis  of  a  lens  of  power 
1  diopter  as  the  object  is  moved  from  a  considerable  distance 
from  the  lens  up  to  its  surface. 

7.  What  effect  has  obliquity  on  the  image  of  a  point  of 
light,  such  as  an  illuminated  pin-hole  in  a  sheet  of  black 
paper,  when  formed  by  a  thin  convex  lens?. 

8.  Explain  how  the  simple  theory  of  a  thin  convex  lens  is 

*  Mr.  Lord  Gifford  appears  not  to  share  Mr.  Hagon's  view 
that  our  article  was  an  "attack"  (see  p.  828).  We  printed 
on  p.  798  every  word  of  what  Mr.  Lord  Gifford  said  in 
■enunciation  of  his  policy,  and  reference  to  the  report  was  given 
in  our  note.  Presumably  what  Mr.  Hagon  desires  to  have 
emphasised  is  Mr.  Lord  Cifford's  declaration  : 

If  the  title  "  chemist  and  druggist  "  be  a  trade  designation — 
i.e.,  not  a  professional  title — it  must  be  usable  to  anyone,  also  that 
anyone  might  practise,  for  that  is  the  only  equitable  way.  He 
assumed  that  the  conditions  would  be  made  properly  stringent,  but 
any  body,  company,  or  person  might  practise  through  a  qualified 
person  who  exhibited  his  diploma  and  so  forth,  and  who  ought  to 
be  in  touch  with  the  Registrar  by  a  more  direct  and  better  system 
of  registration. 

We  repeat  that  the  Government's  provision  "  is  a  more 
thorough  public  safeguard  and  better  for  individual  chemists  " 
than  this.  To  which  of  these  policies  do  Mr.  Hagon  and  other 
members  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Council  who  have  supported 
Mr.  Lord  Gifford  adhere  ?— Editor  C.  <L-  D. 


modified  when  allowance  is  made  for  the  thickness  of  the  lens  ; 
distinguish  between  the  principal  points  and  the  nodal  points 
of  a  thick  lens. 

9.  When  is  light  said  to  be  polarised?  Describe  a  method — 

(a)  Of  producing  polarised  light. 

(6)  Of  determining  if  a  beam  of  light  is  polarised. 

10.  For  what  is  the  ophthalmoscope  employed  ?  Describe 
the  principles  involved  in  its  construction  and  use. 

Final  Examination. 
Visual  Optics  and  Sight-testing. 

1.  If  a  glazed  — -5  sph.  were  p]ace(j  before  you  with  the 

-  .5  cyl. 

axis  of  the  cylinder  set  with  an  inclination  somewhere  between 
90°  and  180°,  state  how  you  could  determine  by  simply  looking 
through  the  lens  at  the  cross-bars  of  a  window-frame,  that 
the  axis  was  not  between  zero  and  90°.  Illustrate  your  answer 
by  a  diagram. 

2.  Transpose  the  following  into  a  resultant  prism,  and 
indicate  the  angle  of  inclination  of  the  base-apex  line  in 
standard  notation  or  by  diagram — 

■r  p    1 2J°  base  in,  base-apex  line  horizontal. 
R-  a-    (1°      „    up    „       „      „  vertical. 

3.  Illustrate  by  two  diagrams  the  correctness  of  the  follow- 
ing rule :  "  As  the  slope  of  the  nose  increases  the  slope  of  the 
sides  of  a  W  bridge  decreases,"  and  clearly  indicate  in  a 
third  diagram  the  angles  formed  by  (a)  the  slope  of  the  nose, 
and  (6)  the  slope  of  the  sides  of  the  bridge. 


4.  Enumerate  the  various  external  motor  muscles  of  the 
eyeball,  and  give  the  action  of  each.  What  is  meant  by  con- 
jugate movement  of  the  eyes? 

5.  Transpose  the  following  into  the  various  possible  forms, 
and  state  which  you  prefer,  giving  reasons  for  the  preference  : 

+  40  Sph.  o  +  1.25  cyl.  ax.  130° 
+  3.25  Sph.  c  -  1-75  cyl.  ax.  lir° 
-  2.5  Sph.  c  +  3.25  cyl.  ax.  70° 

6.  What  is  meant  by  mixed  astigmatism  ?  Describe  the 
best  method  of  testing  such  a  case,  and  what  directions  you 
would  give  as  to  the  wearing  of  glasses. 

7.  What  are  the  points  of  resemblance  and  difference 
between  a  case  of  spasm  of  the  accommodation  and  a  case  of 
myopia  ?  In  what  kind  and  what  degree  of  ametropia  does 
spasm  of  the  accommodation  generally  occur  ? 

8.  What  is  presbyopia  due  to  ?  And  how  does  it  differ  from 
acquired  hypermetropia  ?  Give  the  average  rate  of  increase 
of  presbyopia  between  the  ages  of  forty  and  eighty. 

9.  What  is  the  size  of  the  retinal  image  of  an  object  9  cm. 
high  and  1.5  metres  distant  from  the  eye  of  a  hypermetrope 
ot  3D? 

10.  What  is  an  ophthalmometer  ?  Describe  the  principles 
upon  which  it  is  constructed,  and  state  some  of  the  reasons 
why  its  readings  cannot  in  all  cases  be  relied  upon. 

The  mathematics  paper  was  set  by  Dr.  Mullineux 
Walmsley,  and  was  in  three  sections,  three  hours  being 
allowed. 


Information  Wanted. 

Inquiries  for  the  names  and  addresses  of  manufacturers,  or  other 
trade  information,  not  traceable  by  reference  to  the  advertise- 
ment-pages of  "  The  Chemist  and  Drug-gist  "  and  the  "  C.  &  D- 
Diary,"  or  not  filed  in  our  private  register,  are  inserted  here 
free  of  charge.  Postcard  or  other  replies  to  any  of  the  sub- 
joined  inquiries  (addressed  to  the  Editor  "The  Chemist  and 
Druggist,"  42  Cannon  Street,  London,  E.C.)  will  be  esteemed. 


111/58.  What  is  Bless 's  mixture  for  preserving  shells, 
or  who  makes  it  ? 

121/24.  Manufacturers  of  sprays,  of  artificial  violets  and 
roses,  perfumed  according  to  their  names,  to  sell  at  6d. 
and  Is. 

/.  G.  (124/5)  would  be  glad  to  know  what  bird- 
fanciers  use  to  produce  a  glossy  coating  on  show-birds' 
feathers. 


Fairchild  Scholarship  and  Prizes. — Mr.  A.  E.  Holden, 
Secretary  to  the  Committee  of  Trustees,  informs  us  that  the 
syllabus  of  the  subjects  of  examination  for  the  Fairchild 
Scholarship  and  Prizes  in  1909  is  now  ready,  and  copies  may 
be  obtained  on  application  to  him  at  Bath  House,  Holborn 
Viaduct,  London,  E.C.  The  scholarship  is  of  the  value  of 
bQL,  and  the  prizes  (four)  52.  each.  The  examination  is  open 
to  all  registered  students  of  pharmacy  in  Great  Britain  and 
Ireland  who  will  be  between  twenty  and  twenty-two  years  of 
age  on  January  1,  1909,  and  who  satisfy  certain  other  con- 
ditions detailed  in  the  syllabus. 
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Trade  Report. 

NOTICE  TO  BUYERS.— The  prices  given  in  this  section  are 
those  obtained  by  importers  or  manufacturers  for  bulk  quanti- 
ties or  original  packages.  To  tnese  prices  various  charges 
have  to  be  added,  whereby  values  are  in  many  instances 
greatly  augmented  before  wholesale  dealers  stock  the  goods. 
Qualities  of  drugs  and  oils  vary  greatly,  and  higher  prices  are 
commanded  by  selected  qualities  even  in  bulk  quantities.  It 
would  be  unreasonable  for  retail  buyers  to  expect  to  get  small 
quantities  at  anything  like  the  prices  here  quoted. 

42  Cannon  Street.  London,  E.C..  November  26. 

LESS  active  markets  have  been  the  rule  this  week,  with 
few  new  features  or  important  price  alterations. 
Turkey  opium,  under  the  influence  of  American  demand, 
is  a  rising  market  in  Smyrna.  Persian,  too,  is  tending 
firmer.  Glycerin  is  extremely  firm  and  comparatively 
scarce.  Crude  China  camphor  is  dull  and  lower.  Iodides 
are  firm,  prices  of  foreign  being  close  up  to  those  of 
British  make.  Copper  sulphate  is  lower  in  Liverpool,  and 
ammonia  sulphate  is  again  easier.  Arsenic  is  lower.  Citric 
acid  continues  easy.  Crude  drugs  show  few  changes  ;  higher 
prices  are  asked  for  Curacao  aloes  in  U.S.A.,  but  arrivals 
here  are  freer.  Jalap  is  excessively  scarce  in  all 
markets.  Tragacanth  has  been  in  demand  at  full 
prices.  Japan  wax  is  scarce  on  spot,  and  carnauba  has 
changed  hands  at  higher  rates.  Cinnamon  was  generally 
firmer  at  auction,  but  isinglass  was  lower.  Tonka  beans  are 
more  plentiful  in  New  York,  and  prices  there  are  now  lower. 
Grey  Jamaica  sarsaparilla  has  arrived  here  in  quantity. 
Dragon's-blood  has  been  sold  at  steady  prices.  Peppermint 
oil  is  steady,  and  at  the  present  low  rates  of  lemon  oil  a 
fair  contract  business  is  being  done.  The  chief  alterations 
are  as  follows  : 


Higher 

Firmer 

Easier 

Lower 

A'oes 

'CviffE. 

Carnauba  wax 
Japan  wax 
O]  ium 

(Turkey) 

Cinnamon 
Fos'n 

Turpentine  oil 

Ammonia 

sulphate 
Phillies 
Copre  • 

sulphf  t3 
Tonka  beans 

J rsenicj 
Camphor 

('  hina  crude) 
Isinglass 

Cablegrams. 

Smyrna,  November  25  :— The  opium-market  is  firmer, 
with  buyers  in  quantity,  but  the  chief  sellers  ask  an  advance 
of  15  per  cent,  on  previous  prices. 

New  York,  November  26  :— Business  in  drugs  is  fair. 
Opium  is  a  further  5c.  lower  at  $4.10  for  "  druggists'  "  in 
single  cases;  Cascara  sagrada  has  slightly  improved,  but 
values  are  quotable  unaltered  at  8^c.  "jalap  has  advanced 
a  further  10c.  to  35c.  Peppermint  oil  in  tins  is  steady  and 
unaltered  at  $1.40  per  lb.  ;  Curac.ao  aloes  has  advanced  to 
7c.  per  lb.  ;  Hydrastis  (golden  seal)  is  steady  at  $1.80,  and 
senega  is  steady  at  42c.  per  lb. 

Heavy  Chemicals. 

General  busi  ness  in  the  heavy  chemical  market  is  on  a  quiet 
basis  for  both  home  and  export  account,  though  when  the 
period  of  the  year  is  considered,  exports  are  perhaps  fairly 
good.  Prices  are  mostly  fairly  steady  and  without  important 
fluctuation. 

Sulphate  of  Ammonia.— The  ton©  in  this  market  is  somewhat 
weak,  owing-  to  fuller  supplies  and  absence  of  important  new 
business.  Not  much  is  being  done  on  forward  account,  and 
what  is  seems  to  be  practically  of  a  speculative  character,  as 
makers  continue  to  hold  out  for  an  appreciable  premium  on 
present  figures.  Nearest  present  values  are  Beckton  forward 
11/.  12.?.  bd.,  Beckton  terms  11/.  to  11/.  2s.  bd.,  London  11/  to 
11/.  2s.  6r7..  Leith  11/.  5s.,  and  Hull  11/. -to  111.  2s.  6d. 
_  Lead  Products  are  on  the  steady  side  and  meet  with  fair 
inquiry.  White  acetate  of  lead  23/.  15s.  to  24/.  2s.  bd.  and 
brown  acetate  of  lead  19/.  to  19/.  5s.  per  ton.  Nitrate  of  lead 
somewhat  variable  at  23/.  15s.  to  24/.  5s.  per  ton,  and  all  less 
2i  per  cent.  Glasgow.  Red  lead  15/.  15s.  to  16/.,  and  white 
lead  16/.  10s.  Tyne. 


Barium  Products  continue  firm  and  show  little  alteration 
from  recent  reports.  Mineral  carbonate  of  barytes  continues 
in  strong  demand  and  deliveries  are  only  possible  according 
to  arrangement.  Nearest  figures  are :  80  to  85  per  cent. 
57.;.  bd.,  88  to  90  per  cent.  72s.  bd.,  and  92  to  94  per  cent.  82s.  bd., 
all  net  per  ton  and  free  on  rails  in  bulk  in  quantities.  Blano 
fixe,  pure  precipitated  sulphate  of  barytes,  in  paste  form,  is  on 
the  scarce  side  for  prompt  and  has  been  sold  well  forward, 
bl.  15s.  to  11.  10s.  per  ton  in  usual  casks.  Precipitated  sulphate 
of  barium  by-product,  dried  and  in  powder  form,  bl.  to 
bl.  10s.  per  ton.  Mineral  sulphate  of  barytes  45s.  to  100s.  per 
ton,  according  to  quality,  quantity,  and  package.  Chloride 
of  barium  ordinary  refined  crystals  in  scarce  supply  and  very 
steady  at  11.  to  11.  10s.  per  ton.  Crude  calcined  sulphide  of 
barium,  70  to  75  per  cent.,  5/.  5s.  to  5/.  17s.  bd.  per  ton. 
Hydrate  of  barium,  purest  crystals,  13/.  10s.  to  14/.  10s.  per  ton 
in  6  to  7  cwt.  casks,  and  fused  concentrated  barium  hydrate, 
56  to  60  per  cent.  BaO,  solid  in  5  to  6  cwt.  drums,  13/.  15s.  to 
15/.  per  ton.  Crushed  quality,  in  special  drums  of  about  3  cwt. 
each,  30s.  per  ton  extra. 

Manchester  Chemical-market. 

Manchester,  November  25. 
There  is  a  continuance  of  the  improvement  noted  last  week 
in  heavy_  chemicals  both  on  home  and  export  account,  and  the 
outlook  is  better  than  has  been  the  case  for  some  time  past. 
Bleaching-powder  is  in  request  for  export,  particularly  to  the 
United  States,  and  there  has  also  been  a  good  business  passing 
in  bicarbonate  of  soda,  both  for  prompt  and  forward.  Copper 
sulphate  has  broken  for  the  time  being,  and  is  5s.  to  7s.  bd.  per 
ton  lower  in  all  positions.  White  powdered  arsenic  is  again 
lower,  and  no  new  business  reported.  Acetic  acid  is  offering 
freely.  Technical  (60  per  cent.)  is  16/.  10s.,  and  glacial 
32/.  10s.  per  ton.  Caustic  potash  (88  to  90  per  cent.)  is  23/.  15s. 
Carbonate  of  potash  (90  per  cent.)  17/.  per  ton.  Coal-tar  pro- 
ducts are  quiet  and  in  sellers'  favour  generally.  Crude 
carbolic  acid  is  fractionally  lower  for  East  Coast  delivery. 
Drysalteries  are  slow.  Farinas  of  all  kinds  have  an  upward 
tendency,  but  not  quotably  changed. 

Continental  Drug  and  Chemical  Markets. 

Araroba. — Although  considerable  quantities  have  come 
forward  on  the  Hamburg  market,  thev  have  been  taken  up 
at  high  prices.  For  araroba  testing  50  per  cent.  12m.  per 
kilo,  has  been  naid. 

Bromides. — Makers  are  booking  orders  for  delivery  only 
up  to  the  end  of  the  year,  and  it  may  therefore  be  con- 
cluded that  at  this  date  there  will  be  some  alteration, 
although  nothing  has  yet  been  published.  As  there  is 
scarcely  any  risk  in  purchasing  at  present  prices,  it  would 
perhaps  be  as  well  to  cover  freely. 

Carnauba  Wax.— The  last  fortnight  has  brought  a  con- 
siderable demand  and  animated  business  in  "Hamburg. 
Prices,  however,  have  remained  at  the  level  last  quoted! 
The  recent  report  that  the  new  cron  promises  to  be  late  and 
scanty  is  gaining  in  probability,  there  being  no  offers  for 
shipment. 

_  Citric  Acid.— As  usual  at  this  vseason  there  is  no  anima- 
tion and  business  is  on  the  smallest  scale.  It  is  in  conse- 
quence of  this  that  the  rather  low  price  of  275m.  Der  100 
kilos,  has  remained.  Very  few  have  the  courage  to  buy  for 
next  vear  owing  to  the  uncertainty  with  regard  to'  raw 
material. 

Ergot.— The  demand  has  slightlv  improved  :  for  sound 
Spanish  2.55m.  snot,  and  for  wormy  2.35m.  per  kilo,  has  been 
naid.  Russian  is  being  offered  at  2.25m.,  and  wormv  at 
2  15m.  per  kilo,  ex  store. 

Glycerin.— The  recent  report  of  the  United  Chemical 
Works  Co..  of  Charlottenburg,  mentioned  that  endeavours 
made  to  bring  about  an  agreement  among  glycerin  refiners  in 
the  West  of  Europe  had  led  to  the  conclusion  of  conventions  for 
the  purpose  of  regulating  the  position  of  prices  of  the  most  im- 
portant qualities. 

Jalap.— Some  further  small  supplies,  all  of  srood  quality 
(about  12  per  cent,  resin),  have  arrived  in  Hamburg.  As 
supplies  both  of  good  jalan  and  resin  continue  small,  the 
shipments  were  readily  taken  up  at  3.50m.  and  upwards 
per  kilo. 

Lycopodium  is  beinsr  offered  comparatively  cheaply  and  can 
be  bought  in  bags  at  305m.  and  in  cases  at  315m.  per'lOO  kilos, 
c.i.f.  Hamburg.  Some  business  is  even  reported  to  have 
been  done  below  these  prices.  According  to  reports  from 
Russia  the  crop  is  not  large,  but  experience  has  taught  that 
such  reports  must  be  taken  with  caution.  In  any  case  there 
is  rather  more  demand,  and  a  slight  advance  in 'price  is  not 
improbable. 

Japanese  Drug:  and  Chemical  Market. 

Yokohama,  October. 
There  are  but  few  changes  to  report  during  the  month. 
Among  exports  menthol  is  firmer  at  yen  4.50  per  catty,  and 
peppermint  oil  is  steady  at  yen  2.85  per  catty.  Refined 
camphor  is  low  at  95  sen  per  lb.  for  1-oz.  tablets.    Iodides  are 
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very  firm,  with  a  higher  tendency.  Crude  iodine  is  unobtain- 
able at  present,  the  nominal  price  being  yen  3.50  per  lb. 
(90  per  cent,  basis).  Iodide  of  potassium  is  held  firmly  at 
yen  3.40  to  yen  3.50  per  lb.,  with  only  a  small  export  business. 
Aniseed  is  steady  at  yen  7.00  per  picul,  and  dried  ginger  is 
firm  at  yen  11.75  to  yen  12.00  per  picul,  with  considerable 
business  for  Indian  account.  For  import  articles  acetylsalicylic 
acid  is  low  at  $1  25  per  lb.  Tartaric  acid  is  also  cheap  at 
60  sen  per  lb.  Refined  borax  is  steady  at  yen  13.00  per  picul. 
Cocaine  hyd.  is  firm  at  yen  5.00  per  oz.,  and  codeine  phosph. 
is  steady  at  yen  6.00  per  oz.  Bismuth  subnit.  is  selling  at 
yen  3.50  per  lb.  and  santonin  is  firm  at  yen  7.25  per  lb. 
Glycerin  is  high  at  35  sen  per  lb.  Ergot  is  weak  at  90  sen 
per  lb.,  and  jalap  is  steady  at  39  sen.  Cape  aloes  has  been 
sold  at  yen  40.00  per  picul. 

Deleterious  Drugs  in  th?  Straits  Settlements. 

According  to  the  annual  report  of  Sir  John  Anderson, 
Governor  of  the  Straits  Settlements,  the  "  Deleterious  Drug 
Ordnance,  1907,"  full  particulars  of  which  have  appeared  in 
this  journal,  is  not  working  satisfactorily.  Indeed,  the 
Governor  reports  that  despite  the  vigilance  of  the  police,  the 
large  number  of  convictions,  and  the  deterrent  sentences  im- 
posed, the  profits  of  the  trade  are'  so  large  that  the  number 
of  professional  injectors  is  on  the  increase.  A  Bill  on  some- 
what more  stringent  lines  will  be  introduced  into  the  Legis- 
lative Council. 

Preanger  Cinchona  Union. 

At  a  meeting  held  on  September  11,  the  President 
announced  that  they  had  decided  not  to  continue,  at  any  rate 
for  the  present,  the  agreement  w'th  the  Dutch  East  Indian 
Agricultural  Syndicate.  Heer  Enklaar  van  Guericke,  the 
author  of  the  scheme  for  the  formation  of  a  cinchona  syndi- 
cate, alreadv  alluded  to  in  the  0.  &  D.,  wrote  apologising  for 
his  absence  from  the  meeting.  He  sent,  however,  a  loner  letter 
relating  to  his  scheme,  which  the  President  did  not  read  to  the 
meeting,  as  the  author  had  already  fully  explained  it  in  the 
newspapers,  and  the  members  of  the  Board  were  fully  ac- 
quainted with  it.  The  President  stated  that  the  capital  of 
6,000,0000.  reou'red  for  the  projected  syndicate  was  hardlv 
likelv  to  be  raised  now,  wh°n  the  results  of  the  last  eight  sales 
of  bark  at  Amsterdam  had  been  so  poor,  and  that  the  syndi- 
cate would  be  useless  unless  at  least  75  per  cent,  of  the  pro- 
ducers of  bark  joined  it. 

China  Camphor. 

In  a  British  Consular  report  on  the  trade  of  Foochow 
reference  is  made  to  the  gloomy  outlook  for  the  trade  in 
camphor.  During-  1907  the  total  export  from  Foochow  was 
23.231  cwt.,  valued  at  271,433?.,  being  an  increase  of  9.696  cwt. 
in  weight  and  85.578?.  in  value  over  1906.  It  was  sent  to  the 
following  destinations : 


Camphor 

Camphor  Oil 

Destination 

Cwts. 

£ 

Cwts. 

Hong-Kong   

United  Kingdom 
Gf-rma>  y  and  France 
United  States 
Chinese  ports 

18.665 
4,1<U 
60 
281 
3, 

218.091 
48.964 
695 
3.^ 
398 

10,244 

38 
63 

20.579 
100 
126 

The  average  value  was  11?.  15s.  per  cwt.,  as  compared  with 
13?.  15s.  in  1906.  During  the  past  year,  the  Consul  says,  there 
was  over-production  and  over-exnortation  ;  the  consequence  of 
the  first  being  that  the  number  of  trees  has  rapidly  diminished, 
and  of  the  last  that  the  home  market  was  glutted,  and  that 
there  remain  large  stocks  in  hand  for  which  no  buyers  can  be 
found. 

Geranium  Oil. 

The  quarterly  Bulletin  of  the  Imperial  Institute  contains 
an  interesting  article  on  the  cultivation  and  distillation  of 
geranium  oil  especially  Algerian  and  Reunion,  from  which 
sources  the  chief  supplies  are  obtained.  True  rose  geranium 
oil,  obtained  from  various  species  of  Pelargonium,  was  first- 
introduced  into  Europe  in  1690,  and  has  long  been  cultivated 
in  France  for  the  production  of  oil.  Thence  the  cultivation 
extended  to  Algeria,  the  exports  of  oil  from  that  country  being 
761  cwt.  in  1907,  1,075  cwt.  in  1906,  and  1,035  cwt.  in  1905. 
Reunion  holds  the  second  position  as  an  exporter,  the  ship- 
ments during  1907  being  615  cwt..  against  623  cwt.  in  1906. 
In  Reunion  the  cultivation  is  largely  carr;ed  on  at  altitudes  of 
1,300  to  1,400  feet,  on  waste  land  on  which  neither  sugar-cane 
nor  vanilla  can  be  produced.  The  leaves  of  the  plant  after  the 
extraction  of  the  oil  (1  lb.  of  which  is  obtained  from  600  to 
700  lb.  of  leaves  on  distillation)  are  employed  as  manure.  For 


the  production  of  the  oil  in  Reunion  the  distillers  use  stills  of 
simple  construction,  of  which  some  250  are  in  operation  in  the 
whole  colony.  A  tax  of  lOf.  per  still  is  levied  annually  bv  the 
Reunion  Government.  The  writer  of  the  Bulletin  article  gives 
a  brief  account  of  the  experiments  in  pelargonium  cultivation 
conducted  by  Dr.  E.  Blandini  at  the  Agricultural  School  at 
Portici,  Italy,  who  has  published  much  valuable  information 
on  the  subject. 


Acid,  Citric,  is  extremely  quiet,  as  is  usual  at  this  period 
of  the  year.  Makers'  prices  are,  however,  unchanged  at 
Is.  3§c?. ,  but  in  second-hands  there  is  an  occasional  seller  at 
Is.  3c?.,  which  is  also  the  price  of  foreign. 

Aloes. — The  arrivals  of  Curacao  from  New  York  com- 
prise 140  packages  per  Mesaba  and  100  boxes  per  Minne- 
haha. Eighteen  packages  Cape  have  also  arrived.  Now 
that  the  New  York  market  has  been  relieved  of  this 
quantity,  prices  there  have  advanced,  holders  asking  38s. 
to  40s.  c.i.f.  for  quantities.  Socotrine  in  kegs  continues 
to  sell  at  90s.  per  cwt. 

Arrowroot. — At  auction  196  barrels  of  St.  Vincent  were 
brought  in  at  from  2fc?.  to  Z%d.  for  good  to  fine  manufactur- 
ing, and  at  2fad.  per  lb.  for  fair. 

Benzoin. — Subsequent  to  the  auctions  some  20  cases  were 
sold,  including  good  Sumatra  seconds  at  8?.  10s.,  middling 
at  61.  10s.,  and  ordinary  at  51.  10s.  per  cwt.  About  60 
cases  Sumatra  of  mostly  good  quality  have  arrived,  also 
five  cases  of  Siam.  Palembang  is  scarce  and  wanted,  the 
market  having  been  cleared. 

Bromides. — It  was  stated  at  the  recent  meeting  of  the 
United  Chemical  Works  Co.,  of  Leopoldshall,  that  the 
bromide  syndicate  has  frequently  been  in  negotiation  with 
producers  in  the  United  States  with  a  view  to  bringing 
about  an  understanding,  but  negotiations  have  again  failed 
to  produce  a  satisfactory  result.  It  is,  however,  hoped 
that  an  agreement  will  eventually  be  arrived  at,  although 
it  is  questionable  whether  this  will  take  place  at  an  early 
date.  It  was  added  that  American  competition  was  chiefly 
responsible  for  the  fall  in  price  of  bromide  from  3s.  9c?.  to 
8.4(7.  per  kilo.  On  the  spot  English  potassium  is  quoted 
6c?.  per  lb. 

Camphor  (Crude). — China  is  quoted  at  from  140s.  to 
145s.  per  cwt.  spot,  at  which  figure  small  sales  have  been 
made. 

Camphor  (Refined). — The  decline  in  crude  announced 
last  week  has  not  appreciably  affected  the  prices  ot  Japanese 
refined,  which  are  already  low  in  comparison  with  those  of 
crude,  while  stocks  on  the  spot  are  comparatively  light. 
Japanese  1-oz.  tablets  are  quoted  at  Is.  8c?.,  2^-lb.  slabs  at 
Is.  7c?.,  and  for  December- January  shipment  Is.  7c?.  and 
Is.  6c?.  c.i.i.  respectively,  orders  at  slightlv  less  having  been 
refused. 

Cardamoms. — The  shipments  from  Ceylon  from  January  1 
to  November  2,  1908,  amounted  to  523,679  lb.  against 
623,761  lb.  last  year,  or  100,082  lb.  less. 

Cascara  Sagrada. — Quiet  and  unaltered  with  sellers  for 
shipment  at  38s.  c.i.f. ;  on  the  spot  prices  range  from  37s.  6d. 
up  to  45s.  as  to  age. 

Chillies. — At  auction  290  bags  of  Mombasa  were  offered 
and  190  sold  without  reserve  at  from  26s.  to  30s.  Twenty- 
five  bales  of  fair  Zanzibar  were  bought  in  at  37s.,  and  60 
bags  of  good  bright  Japan  at  50s.  per  cwt.  Six  bags  of 
Nyassa  sold  at  43s.  6c?. 

Cinchona. — The  auction  to  be  held  in  Amsterdam  on 
December  10  will  consist  of  8,150  packages  Ledgeriana  ano! 
hybrid,  590  cases  and  1.398  bales  Succirubra,  or  10,138 
packages  Java  bark,  and  35  packages  Sumatra  cinchona  ;  the 
total  weight  of  bark  to  be  offered  is  944,000  kilos.  The  first- 
hand stock  at  Amsterdam  on  November  19  consisted  of 
22  368  packages — viz.  :  5,441  packages  Government  and 
16,927  packages  private  bark,  inclusive  of  the  first-hand 
bark  to  be  offered  at  the  above  auction. 

Cinnamon. — The  usual  quarterly  public  sales  were  held 
last  Monday.  Of  750  bales  offered  about  400  sold  with  good 
competition  at  generally  steady  prices,  but  occasionally  a 
few  lots  realised  a  halfpenny  more  than  three  months  ago, 
and  a  few  of  the  finest  lots  brought  a  halfpenny  to  a  penny 
less.  Worked  descriptions  sold  at  Is.  2c?.  to  Is.  4c?.  per  lb. 
for  superior  firsts,  at  11c?.  to  Is.  lc?.  for  good  to  fine,  and 
at  9Lc?  for  fair;  seconds  at  Is.  to  Is.  3d.  for  fine,  10c?.  to 
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lOgrf.  for  good,  and  8d.  for  common ;  thirds  at  9jrf.  to  ll^d. 
for  good  to  fine,  and  for  ordinary ;  fourths  at  9d.  to 

d^d.  for  good,  and  at  6i,d.  to  8d.  for  common  to  fair.  Good 
unvvorked  brought  lOd.  per  lb.  for  firsts,  9d.  for  seconds, 
1-^d.  for  thirds,  and  6^d.  for  fourths.  Good  broken  and 
clippings  were  dearer  and  realised  8^d.  to  Q^d.  per  lb.  ; 
ordinary  clippings  and  featherings  sold  at  5^d.  to  6-l>d. 
per  lb.  ;  and  44  bags  good  bold  chips  at  3§«Z.  per  lb. 

Citrate  of  Lime. — The  British  Vice-Consul  at  Messina 
(Mr.  A.  J.  Ogston)  reports  that  the  Minister  for  Commerce, 
by  a  decree  of  November  6,  deposited  150,000  lire  (6,000Z.) 
in  the  Bank  of  Sicily  at  Messina  to  the  credit  of  the 
"Camera  Agrumaria,"  for  use  in  the  initial  expenditure 
of  the  "  Camera  "  and  its  branches  and  for  the  first  ad- 
vances made  on  deposits  of  citrate.  The  "  Camera  "  con- 
templates the  constitution  of  an  Italian  Society  for  the 
manufacture  of  citric  acid,  and  has  nominated  a  Commission 
to  report  on  the  matter.  It  has  further  decided  that  those 
who  desire  to  export  can  do  so  by  buying  from  the 
"  Camera  "  for  export  according  to  law,  paying  to  the 
"  Camera  "  the  tax  of  2  per  cent.  An  advice  from  Messina 
dated  November  14  states  that  Camera  Agrumaria  has  fixed 
a  minimum  price  of  481f.  per  305  kilos.,  and  on  the  basis 
•of  64  oz.  citric  acid  delivered  into  their  warehouses,  but 
at  this  figure  the  Camera  is  not  a  seller.  Many  difficulties 
have  arisen  to  prevent  the  carrying  out  of  the  Camera's 
regulations,  and  the  elected  members  are  now  studying 
the  manner  in  which  the  rules  may  be  applied  without 
imposing  considerable  trouble  on  the  trade  at  large.  It  is 
anticipated  that  the  Camera  will  exercise  its  powers  to  the 
full  in  order  to  obtain  a  full  measure  of  the  benefits 
granted  by  the  new  law,  and  buyers  and  sellers  will  be 
compelled  to  follow  the  regulations,  or  otherwise  pay  the 
prohibitive  tax.  In  these  circumstances  export  trade  has 
been  stopped,  and  everybody  is  in  an  expectant  attitude. 
Among  the  arrivals  of  citrate  of  lime  in  London  this  week 
are  91  casks  and  46  puns,  from  Montserrat,  B.W.I. 

Cloves. — At  auction  18  cases  of  Penang  were  bought  in 
at  from  lid.  to  Is.  for  good  picked,  and  79  bales  of  Zanzi- 
bar stems  were  also  bought  in  at  2^d.  Privately  small 
sales  of  fair  Zanzibar  on  the  spot  have  been  made  at  5\d., 
and  for  shipment  and  delivery  a  large  business  has  been 
done  at  lower  prices,  including  near  at  hand  at  5d.  to  5-fed. 
January-March  at  5-^d.  to  5d.  c.i.f.  delivered  weight;  for 
delivery  the  sales  comprise  March-May  at  5-^d.  to  5§zd. 
to  5-fed. 

Coca-leaves. — At  auction  at  Amsterdam  on  December  10, 
219  packages  Java  coca-leaves  will  be  offered,  weighing 
about  10,584  kilos. 

Copper.  Sulphate. — Quotations  are  easier  in  Liverpool, 
November-December  delivery  offering  at  201.  5s.,  and 
January-April  at  211.  5s.  to  211.  10s.  per  ton. 

Cubebs. — There  appears  to  be  only  one  parcel  of  good 
"oily"  berries  offering,  for  which  100s.  per  cwt.  is 
asked. 

Dragon's-blood. — Subsequent  to  the  auctions  several 
sales  of  fine  bright  reboiled  Singapore  lump  were  made 
at  11?.  per  cwt.,  and  for  four  cases  damp  and  common  dull 
bag-shaped  lump  61.  10s.  has  been  paid. 

Fennel  Seed. — The  market  has  been  practically  cleared 
of  old  crop,  and  for  new  green  the  asking  price  is  18.?. 
per  cwt. 

Galls. — Persian  are  extremely  quiet,  with  quotations 
nominal  at  from  65s.  to  67s.  6d.  spot,  and  for  shipment 
there  are  sellers  at  60.s.  c.i.f.,  but  buyers  hold  aloof.  In 
China  galls  spot  sales  have  been  made  at  53s.  6d.  per  cwt., 
and  there  are  sellers  of  December-February  shipment  at 
42s.  6(7.  c.i.f. 

Gambier.- — Small  sales  of  cubes  have  been  made  at 
33  s.  9d.  spot. 

Ginger. — Quiet.  At  auction  about  400  packages  of 
Cochin  and  Calicut  were  offered,  but  only  small  sales  were 
made  subsequent  to  the  auctions.  Boiu  selected  cut  was 
bought  in  at  80s.  to  85s.,  and  washed  rough  Cochin  at  36.$.  ; 
125  bags  of  fair  limed  Japan  were  retired  at  30s.  No 
Jamaica  offered. 

Glycerin. — j.ne  present  situation  in  the  glycerin  market 
is  said  to  be  without  a  parallel,  owing  to  the  fact  that 
the  consumption  of  crude  and  dynamite  glycerin  within 


recent  years  has  steadily  increased,  while  the  production 
has  fallen  away.  This  is  chiefly  owing,  as  we  stated  a 
fortnight  ago,  to  the  depressed  conditions  of  the  candle 
and  soap  industries,  whereby  a  leaser  output  of  these 
products  leaves  correspondingly  less  glycerin  to  be 
recovered.  It  is  stated  that  large  contracts  in  crude  have 
been  concluded  for  delivery  throughout  1909,  and  even  to 
the  end  of  1910,  at  prices  showing  an  advance  of  20  per 
cent,  on  those  prevailing  at  the  beginning  of  1908. 
Refiners  are  considerably  behindhand  with  deliveries,  and 
even  _  at  last  week's  fresh  advance  it  is  claimed  that 
chemically  pure  cannot  be  produced  at  a  profit,  so  that 
there  is  a  difficulty  in  booking  orders  from  first  hands,  only 
one  or  two  refiners  being  sellers,  and  these  at  prohibitive 
prices. 

Guaiacum. — It  is  stated  that  the  sale  of  the  nine  packages 
at  last  week's  auction  was  not  subsequently  confirmed, 
prices  being  too  low. 

Gum  Arabic. — Quiet,  at  from  35s.  to  36s.  for  half -hard 
Soudan  sorts,  and  the  new  crop  to  arrive  is  quoted  rather 
easier.  East  Indian  continues  quiet,  Ghatti  being  un- 
changed at  32s.  for  No.  1  and  18s.  6d.  for  No.  2  quality. 
Senegal  is  quoted  at  30s.  9rf.  for  Bas  de  Fleuve.  A  fair 
business  has  been  done  in  new  and  old  consignments  of 
Bushire  so-called  insoluble  gum,  the  sales  including  good 
pale  selected  amber  at  from  19s.  to  21s.  6d. ,  and  inferior  to 
fair  ordinary  sorts  at  from  12s.  to  13s.  6d.  per  cwt. 

Ipecacuanha. — A  few  bales  of  Matto  Grosso  have  changed 
hands  on  the  basis  of  last  sale  price,  viz.,  4s.  lOd.  for 
ordinary.    No  arrivals  have  taken  place. 

Isinglass. — At  auction  on  Tuesday  the  moderate 
quantity  of  780  packages  was  offered,  of  which  a  fair 
quantity  sold  at  rather  lower  prices. 

Jalap. — Cables  which  have  been  received  from  New  York 
intimate  that  there  is  practically  nothing  to  offer. 

Kola. — At  the  spice  auctions  seven  bags  of  dried  West 
Indian  sold  at  from  lid.  to  l%d.  per  lb. 

Menthol. — The  tone  continues  easy,  Kobayashi  selling 
slowly  at  7s.,  and  Suzuki  at  6s.  lid.  spot. 

Musk. — Unaltered.  Fine  Tonquin  blue  skin,  Pile  I.,  is 
quoted  70s.  per  oz.,  and  Pile  II.  50s.  to  55s.  ;  old-fashioned 
is  worth  50s.  to  55s.,  and  Pile  III.  35s.  per  oz.  China 
Gabardine  is  quoted  24s.  to  arrive,  and  Russian  is  quoted 
18s.  M. 

Oil,  Aniseed. — Steady,  with  small  sales  at  4s.  6d.  spot, 
and  for  arrival  business  has  been  done  at  4s.  2d.  c.i.f. 

Oil,  Castor. — Hull  make  is  quoted  at  23?.  10s.  per  ton  for 
first  pressing  for  prompt  delivery,  and  23?.  15s.  for 
November-June,  ex  wharf  London. 

Oil,  Lemon. — It  is  thought  prices  have  now  touched  their 
lowest,  and  a  fair  business,  principally  for  January-March 
shipment,  'S  in  progress  at  about  2s.  lid.  c.i.f. 

Oil,  Eucalyptus,  remains  firm,  with  fair  sales  at  full 
prices.  B.P.  oil  is  quoted  Is.  2d.  to  Is.  Zd.  and  Globulus 
at  Is.  44>d. 

Oil,  Olive. — The  British  Vice-Consul  at  Marsala  reports 
that  the  olive  crop  in  the  province  of  Trapani  this  year  is 
the  worst  that  has  been  seen  for  a  great  number  of  years, 
and  is  considerably  less  than  last  year,  as  owing  to  the 
continued  drought  and  the  ravages  of  the  olive  fly,  the 
olives  were  not  properly  developed,  and  were,  with  few 
exceptions,  nothing  but  skin  and  kernel.  The  price  of  last 
year's  edible  oil  in  Marsala  on  October  28  was  about  7s. 
per  gal. 

Oil,  Peppermint. — .Several  fair-sized  consignments  of 
American  H.G.H.  have  been  landed  this  week,  but  the 
bulk  is  for  delivery  against  contracts  ;  there  are  sellers 
at  9s.  3r/.  landed  terms,  and  for  shipment  from  New  York 
8.-;.  ii<l.  r.i.f.  is  quoted  for  forward  shipment.  Good 
Wayne  County  brands  of  tin  oil  are  firm  at  6s. 
per  lb.  c.i.f.  for  prompt  shipment,  but  for  forward 
one  agent  asks  6s.  5d.  Private  advices  in  regard 
to  this  description  state  that  distillers  in  the  West 
refuse  to  lower  their  prices,  while  delivery  of  contracted 
goods  is  only  effected  slowly.  Japanese  dementholised  is 
steady  at  4s.  9d.  for  Kobayashi,  and  at  from  4s.  4c?.  to 
4s.  6d.  c.i.f. 


840 


THE  CHEMIST 


AND  DEUGGIST  November  28,  1908 


Oils,  Fixed. — Linseed  is  firmer,  at  22s.  Zd.  in  pipes  and 
21s.  IQ^d.  in  barrels.  Ceylon  Coconut  is  steady,  at  28s.  for 
Ceylon  and  33s.  for  Cochin  on  the  spot.  Rape  is  nominal, 
at  29s.  6c?.  for  ordinary  crude  and  31s.  for  English  refined 
in  casks.  Cottonseed  is  quiet,  at  22s.  6d.  for  crude,  23s.  9d. 
for  ordinary  pale  refined,  and  25s.  Zd.  for  sweet  refined. 
Lagos  Palm  is  unaltered  at  28s.  Zd.  Petroleum  is  unchanged 
at  Id.  to  7-gd.  per  gal.  for  ordinary  refined  American,  8d. 
to  8id.  per  gal.  for  water-white,  and  6^d.  to  6f<7.  for 
Russian.  Turpentine,  after  advancing  to  29s.  6d.  for 
American  on  the  spot,  closes  at  29s. 

Olibantjm. — Quiet,  with  a  few  sales  of  ordinary  drop  at 
from  26s.  to  27s.  per  cwt. 

Opium. — The  firmer  tone  in  Constantinople  and  Smyrna 
markets,  which  was  reported  by  cable  this  week,  has  not 
appreciably  affected  the  London  market,  sales  being  re- 
stricted to  small  lots  at  steady  rates.  The  quotations  for 
Turkey  druggists'  are  from  12s.  6d.  to  13s.  6d.  ;  Malatia,  13s. 
to  14s.  6d. ;  Tokat,  13s.  6d.  to  14s.  6d.  ;  and  Hadji  Kenu, 
15s.  to  16s.  per  lb.  "Persian  is  firm,  fair  quantities  having 
been  sold  on  the  spot  at  from  12s.  to  13s.  per  lb.,  according 
to  test  and  condition.  Prices  in  Persia  continue  to  rule 
higher  than  those  on  the  spot,  and  business  for  forward 
shipment  is  slack.  The  s.s.  Lauristan,  from  Bushire,  has 
brought  175  cases  to  London,  which  are  practically  all  for 
delivery  against  contract. 

A  Smyrna  correspondent  writes  on  November  13  that  the 
sales  amount  to  25  cases  new  crop  at  from  the  equivalent  of 
lis.  td.  to  12s.  per  lb.,  c.i.f.  Large  holders  still  maintain  their 
higher  pretensions,  especially  for  old  crop,  and  the  so-called 
syndicate  still  adhere  to  13s.  6d.  to  14*.  6tZ.  for  old  selected 
extra  Karahissar  and  Yerli.  Small  weak  holders,  who  have 
only  new  to  sell,  are  easier  to  deal  with,  and  it  is  only  from 
this  source  that  buyers  can  hope  to  do  business  at  prices  which 
compare  favourably  with  those  of  other  primary  markets. 
Rain  continues  to  fall  around  the  Smyrna  district,  but  in  the 
Karahissar  district  and  other  high  lands  the  drought  still 
continues.  A  Smyrna  correspondent  writes  on  Nov.  14  that 
the  rains  have  continued,  but  sellers  have  not  changed  their 
views.  The  sales  amount  to  24  cases  extra  Karahissar  at  the 
equivalent  of  10s.  llrf.  ner  lb.,  c.i.f.  European  ports,  chiefly 
for  England  and  the  Continent.  The  arrivals  amount  to 
1,901  cases,  as  compared  with  1,260  cases  at  the  same  date  of 
last  year.  Without  seeking  to  influence  those  interested,  one 
might  go  so  far  as  to  say  that  present  prices  are  reasonable, 
in  view  of  the  yield  of  the  last  two  crops.  In  our  opinion,  if 
there  be  any  further  decline  it  can  only  be  slight,  whereas  if 
the  sowings  are  hindered  it  will  not  be  surprising  if  we  have 
to  suffer  from  the  more  or  less  exaggerated  pretensions  of  the 
chief  holders,  and  in  cas?  of  a  fair  demand  may  have  to  submit 
to  the  terms  of  those  who  belong  to  the  syndicate  and  who 
hold  the  greater  part  of  our  stock. 

Pepper. — At  auction  20  bags  greyish  Singapore  were 
offered  and  brought  in  at  Zd.  and  11  bags  good  Ceylon  sold 
at  Z\d.  Privately  fair  Singapore  is  quoted  at  Zd.  on  the 
snot,  and  for  arrival  little  business  is  reported,  sellers  of 
January-March  shipment  quoting  2jfcZ.  c.i.f.  Of  White 
pepper  at  auction  25  cases  of  superior  Singapore  were  bought 
in  at  lOd.  and  14  bags  of  fair  Singapore  at  4frZ.  Privately 
the  spot  demand  is  quiet,  fair  Singapore  offering  at  4ftf.  and 
fair  Penang  at  A^d.  For  arrival  the  sales  incluae  60  tons 
of  Singapore  at  4ffZ.  to  Vgd.  c.i.f.  for  January-March 
shipment. 

Pimento. — At  auction  260  bags  were  offered  and  bought 
in  at  2j<2.  for  fair.  Privately  sellers  to  arrive  December- 
January  miote  18s.  9d.  c.i.f. 

Potassium  Iodide  is  a  firm  market  on  the  basis  of  7s.  lief., 
less  5  per  cent.  There  are  several  small  lots  of  Japanese 
make  on  offer,  but  at  prices  closely  approaching  those  of 
British  make — viz.,  7s.  5^d.  net. 

Quinine. — Quite  steady,  but  the  demand  continues  ex- 
tremely small  at  from  7^cZ.  to  7JcZ.  per  oz.  for  German 
sulphate,  and  at  l\d.  for  "  outside  makes,"  including  Java. 

Saffron  remains  firm  at  the  advance  announced  last 
week,  finest  new  Valencia  offering  at  30s.  net  to  27s.  net 
as  to  quality. 

Santonin. — At  the  moment  there  is  a  temporary  scarcity 
of  raw  material  in  Hamburg,  due  more  probably  to  local 
causes  than  to  any  genuine  scarcity  at  primary  sources.  No 
advance  in  prices  is  anticipated,  however,  and  small  orders 
have  been  accepted  by  makers  at  previous  prices,  although 


the  delivery  is  a  little  uncertain.  Prices  are  from  9s.  to 
10s.  per  lb.,  as  to  quality. 

Sarsaparilla. — The  Redstart,  from  Havre,  has  brought 
47  bales  of  grey  Jamaica.  Other  arrivals  include  five 
bales  Lima,  four  red  native,  and  35  Mexican. 

Senega. — Steady.  Small  sales  are  reported  at  Is.  lid. 
spot,  and  for  shipment  Is.  llrf.  to  2s.  c.i.f.  is  quoted. 

Senna. — The  Clan  Chisholm  has  brought  380  bales  Tinne- 
velly  from  Tuticorin.  The  market  is  well  stocked  with 
Alexandrian,  and  fair  quantities  of  half-leaf  and  sittings 
have  been  disposed  of. 

Shellac. — The  spot  market  is  steady  on  the  basis  of  93s. 
for  fair  free  TN  orange,  with  business  on  a  small  scale. 
The  value  of  good  orange  marks  are  from  105s.  to  125s., 
and  AC  Garnet  is  quoted  90s.  to  95s.  on  the  spot.  Futures 
are  lower,  sales  during  the  week  comprising  December  at 
93s.  to  91s.,  March  at  94s.,  and  May  at  97s.  6d. 

Sulphur. — A  state  of  uneasiness  continues  to  be  acute 
throughout  the  Sicilian  sulphur-industry  (according  to 
H.M.  Embassy  at  Rome),  and  there  is  great  dissatisfaction 
with  the  prices  fixed  by  the  "  Consorzio."  Conferences  and 
meetings  between  the  refiners  and  the  Consorzio,  as  well 
as  with  the  Minister  of  Agriculture,  have  been  held,  and 
it  has  been  agreed  to  resume  temporarily  the  old  list  of 
prices  and  to  appoint  a  commission  to  study  the  means  of 
equalising  the  price  of  the  different  qualities  in  the  different 
centres  of  industry.  The  dispute  is  principally  between 
Catania  and  the  ports  of  Licata  and  Porto  Empedocli. 

Tonka-beans. — Owing  to  the  arrival  of  larger  supplies  of 
Angostura  on  the  New  York  market,  prices  there  have 
declined  by  35c.  per  lb.  to  $1.25 ;  on  the  spot  5s.  6cZ.  will 
buy  fair  Angostura. 

Tragacanth. — A  considerable  business  has  been  done  in 
the  new  consignments,  the  chief  demand  being  for  fine 
Bagdad  qualities,  for  which  up  to  161.  5  s.  and  161.  10s.  per 
cwt.  has  been  paid ;  other  sales  include  Bagdad  at  between 
80s.  and  100s.,  and  11.  upwards.  Good  quantities  of  thin 
Persian  fourths  have  been  placed  at  81.  10s.,  and  thick 
Persian  sorts  at  51.  10s.  per  cwt. 

Turmeric. — Madras  is  unaltered  at  from  18s.  to  21s. 
as  to  quality.  Small  sales  of  Bengal  have  been  made  at  19s. , 
and  Cochin  split  bulbs  at  13s. 

Vanilla. — The  "  Depeche  Coloniale"  (Paris)  of  Octo- 
ber 31  reports  that  the  yield  of  vanilla  on  the  east  coast  of 
Madagascar,  principally  in  the  district  of  Maroantsetra 
(north  of  Tamatave),  has  this  year  been  most  satisfactory 
both  in  quantity  and  quality. 

Wax,  Carnauba. — Fair  quantities  have  changed  hands 
during  the  past  ten  days,  up  to  95s.  having  been  paid  for 
v;axy  grey  and  90s.  for  chalky. 

Wax,  Japan. — Spot  supplies  continue  very  scarce  at  be- 
tween 53s.  and  55s.  per  cwt.,  and  on  c.i.f.  terms  48s.  to  49s. 
is  quoted,  at  which  business  has  been  done  in  parcels  afloat. 

Wood  Oil. — Quiet,  with  sellers  of  Hankow  at  27s.,  and 
November-December  at  25s.  Zd.  c.i.f. 


Where  to  Study. 

The  following  educational  institutions  are  advertising  ia 
this  week's  issue : 

Muter's  (South  London)  School  of  Pharmacy,  325  Ken- 

nington  Road,  London,  S.W. 
Westminster  College  of  Chemistry,  Pharmacy,  and  Botany, 

402  Clapham  Road,  London,  S.W. 
London  College  of  Pharmacy,  323  Clapham  Road,  London, 
S.W. 

South  of  England  College  of  Pharmacy,  186  Clapham  Road, 
London.  S.W. 

Northern  College  of  Pharmacy,  100  and  102  Burlington 

Street,  Manchester. 
Manchester  College  of  Pharmacy,  225a  and  227a  Oxford 

Road,  Manchester. 
Birmingham  and  Midland  College  of  Chemistry,  45  NewhalV 

Street,  Birmingham. 
Leeds  College  of  Pharmacy,  Clarendon  Road.  Leeds. 
Glasa-ow  School  of  Pharmacy,  180  West  Regent  Street, 

Glasgow. 

Lemongrass  has  been  widely  cultivated  in  the  Straits  Settle- 
ments as  a  catch  crop  between  coconuts  and  rubber. 
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Natural  Alimentation. 

THERE  is  a  marked  change  coming  over  the  dietary  of 
the  people  of  this  country.  Until  comparatively  recent 
years  many — perhaps  the  majority — ate  as  if  they  were 
carnivorous  instead  of  omnivorous  animals,  in  so  far  as 
the  cereal  and  vegetable  portion  of  their  diet  was  by  far 
the  lesser  part.  That  condition  is  changing  rapidly,  and 
one  of  those  who  deserve  credit  for  participating  in  the 
influences  which  have  effected  the  change  is  Dr.  Allinson, 
whose  food-theories  were  early  appreciated  by  Mr.  Peter 
Tyrer,  a  gentleman  long  connected  with  the  drug-trade. 
Mr.  Tyrer  was  not  content  with  theorising,  but  has  devoted 


DB.   AlLINSON's  b  OOO-JllLLS. 


years  to  manufacturing  the  natural  foods  suggested  by  Dr. 
Allinson,  so  that  the  food-mills  at  Bethnal  Green. 
London,  E.,  are  a  fine  representation  of  modern  methods 
of  treating  cereals  and  other  food-bases.  These  mills, 
as  shown  above,  are  the  property  of  the  Natural  Food 
Co.,  Ltd.,  and  it  was  under  Mr.  Tyrer's  guidance  that  a 
C.  &  D.  representative  inspected  them  and  the  various 
stages  of  food-production.  The  five-storey  building  of 
brick  stands  back  some  little  distance  from  Patriot  Square. 
The  chief  purpose  of  the  mills  is  the  preparation  and 


The  Geinding-flooe. 
In  the  photograph  one  of  the  stones  is  shown  as  it  is  taken 
up  by  the  hoist  for  re-dressing. 


packing  of  wholemeal  flour  and  infants'  food,  with  a 
separate  laboratory  for  the  preparation  and  mixing  of  vege- 
table butters  and  fats.  A  60-h.p.  suction  gas-engine  on  the 
ground  floor  provides  power  for  seven  vertical  shafts  that 
turn  the  grinding-stones  on  the  first  floor.  Mixing- 
machinery  occupies  the  second  floor,  and  cleaning-machinery 
the  third.  Two  enormous  bins  holding  the  untreated  and 
polished  grain  occupy  the  fourth  floor,  while  the  grain  on 
arrival  is  taken  to  the  top  floor,  whence  it  takes  its  devious 


way  downwards.  During  the  process  of  preparation  the 
food-products  are  not  handled ;  numerous  elevators  of 
chains  with  small  buckets  carry  the  material  upwards,  while 
spiral  worms  rotating  in  closed  conduits  convey  it  laterally. 
Labour  is  saved  by  gravitation.  There  are  meal  spouts  and 
conveyors  which  carry  flour  to  the  packing-rooms.  Filling 
into  bags  or  tins  is  done  in  the  packing-room  from  shoots, 
and  the  result  is  that  the  atmosphere  of  the  factory  is 
surprisingly  free  from  dust.  The  woodwork  is  chiefly  var- 
nished pitchpine.  The  untreated  grain  is  freed  first  from 
extraneous  dust  and  admixtures  in  a  cleaning-machine, 
where  discriminating  draughts  and  screens  remove  the 
small  and  broken  grains,  oats  and  barley,  cockle-seed — 


Meal  Spouts  and  Conyeyoes. 


about  seven  different  grades  of  by-products  being  thus  ob- 
tained. The  polished  wheat  is  taken  to  the  clean  bin,  whence 
it  descends  by  gravitation  to  be  crushed  between  the  rotating 
stones.  A  draught  is  drawn  between  the  grinding  faces 
to  obviate  undue  heating  and  consequent  spoiling  of  the 
flavour.  The  crushed  grain  ascends  by  elevator  to  the 
screening-machinery,  which  removes  the  particles  of  correct 


A  Room  on  the  Packing-floob. 


size,  returning  the  remainder  to  be  recrushed,  the  highly 
resistant  bran  going  to  a  special  pair  of  stones.  The  whole 
cycle  is  repeated  until  the  whole  of  the  grain  is  a  component 
part  of  the  meal.  Worms  convey  the  finished  meal  of 
uniformly  fine  colour  and  flavour  to  packing-shoots,  where 
it  is  filled  into  bags  or  sacks  containing  from  3^  lb.  to  1£  cwt. 

The  prepared  material  for  making  infants'  food  is  ground, 
then  bolted  in  a  screener  through  fine  French  silk.  It  then 
descends  a  shoot  to  the  packing-room  on  _  the  ground 
floor,  where  it  is  packed  into  paper-lined  tins  to  retail 
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at  Is.  and  2s.  6d.,  the  latter  containing  4  lb.  Here 
girls  were  busy  packing  Brunak,  a  coffee-substitute,  with 
the  flavour,  odour,  and  appearance  of  coffee,  and  yet  free 
from  coffee.  The  store  occupies  a  portion  of  this  floor,  and 
the  neat  and  orderly  arrangement  is  a  tribute  to  the  store- 
keeper. Mention  has  been  made  of  the  fats  produced. 
These  include  walnut-butter,  a  delicious  preparation  of 
nut-fats,  with  a  rich  flavour  and  colour  of  walnuts.  Such 
preparations  as  this  are  much  liked  by  vegetarians.  There 
is  also  made  a  pure  white  vegetable-butter,  which  is  half  the 
price  of  ordinary  butter.  Attached  to  the  offices  at  305  Cam- 
bridge Road,  Bethnal  Green,  a  few  hundred  yards  from  the 
mills,  is  a  steam-oven,  by  Messrs.  Werner,  Pfleiderer  &  Co., 
for  educational  bakery,  to  show  how  Allinson  wholemeal 
bread  should  be  made — i.e.,  without  adding  chemicals  or 
excessive  proportions  of  yeast,  thereby  detracting  from 
the  natural  flavour.  Here  also  is  cooked  "  Power,"  a  rich 
brown  food  in  granules  ready  for  use  and  of  pleasant  taste. 

Renter's  Removal. 

We  recently  reported  that  Mr.  R.  J.  Reuter  had  removed 
to  5,  6,  and  7  Denman  Street.  Piccadilly  Circus,  W., 
from  his  warehouse  in  the  City,  which  his  business  had 
outgrown.  The  new  place  is  a  commodious  building,  con- 
sisting of  three  floors,  each  with  a  superficial  area  of 
3,000  sq.  ft.  Here  a  walk  over  showed  that  each  department 
is  arranged  with  a  special  view  to  the  requirements  of 
the  business.  Approaching  the  premises  by  way  of  the  main 
entrance  in  Denman  Street,  we  find  the  ground  floor  is  the 
"working"  one,  and  is  largely  devoted  to  stock.  The 
innumerable  articles  which  a  druggists'  sundriesman  holds 
in  stock  are  here  all  classified  and  stored  in  cabinets  of 
huge  pigeon-holes  reaching  to  the  ceiling,  these  forming  a 
series  of  avenues.  Each  avenue  is  fitted  with  a  travelling 
electric  light,  which  enables  the  warehouseman  quickly  tc 
lay  his  hand  on  the  article  required.  The  stenographers' 
rooms  and  invoice-clerks'  office  are  situated  on  this  floor, 
and  there  is  also  a  room  set  apart  for  agents  and  travellers. 
Another  portion  of  the  floor,  which  overlooks  Wellington 
Mews,  is  given  up  entirely  to  "  4711  "  goods.  There  is  a 
special  entrance  from  this  thoroughfare  for  these  articles 
alone,  and,  as  they  are  stored  in  the  immediate  vicinity, 
orders  can  be  despatched  practically  at  a  moment's  notice. 
Immediately  on  the  right  of  this  department  is  a  special 
workroom  devoted  to  the  fitting-up  of  feeding-bottles,  box- 
wood-top stamping  (a  speciality  of  the  firm),  carding  goods, 
etc.  Another  room  is  also  set  apart  for  the  use  of  travellers, 
where,  at  the  end  of  a  journey,  their  sample-cases  are 
turned  out  and  replenished  with  new  stock. 

The  first  floor  is  chiefly  taken  up  by  a  spacious  suite  of 
general  offices,  including  the  rooms  of  the  principal  and 
manager,  and  interview  and  show  rooms.  It  is  from  these 
that  the  whole  business  is  directed,  under  the  personal 
control  of  Mr.  Reuter  and  his  manager,  Mr.  Taff's.  The 
suite  is  handsomely  fitted  up  in  mahogany,  and,  as  usual, 
the  L  C  C.  have  shown  their  zeal  for  teak  doors  and 
elaborate  precautions  in  case  of  fire.  Bandages  and  cotton- 
wools  are  also  stored  on  this  floor  in  a  special  dustproot 
room,  and  a  room  is  also  set  apart  for  the  manufacture  of 
washing-gloves  and  carded  goods. 

Access  is  obtained  to  the  basement  by  two  wide  staircases, 
one  at  each  end.  This  floor  is  devoted  to  heavy  goods,  such 
as  bottles,  earthenware,  storage  of  empties,  etc.  The  stocks 
of  bottles  represent  several  hundred  types  used  m  phar- 
macy, and  it  would  be  difficult  to  find  a  shape  which  Mr. 
Reuter  could  not  supply.  Here  also  are  the  "  dock"  and 
lift  by  which  goods  are  received  from  the  street,  when  they 
are  immediately  checked  and  passed  into  stock.  Adjoining 
this  is  the  packing  department,  from  which  our  representa- 
tive was  glad  to  escape  for  the  calm  serenity  of  the  show- 
room, where  in  a  series  of  wallcases  are  full  displays  of 
Christmas  caskets  of  perfumes,  sprays,  "4711"  goods, 
soaps,  bandages,  celluloid  goods,  manicure-sets,  tooth- 
brushes, china  pots,  atomisers,  throat-sprays,  ozonators, 
etc.  As  agent  for  Martin,  of  Paris,  Mr.  Reuter  has 
specialised  in  sprays.  A  recent  novelty  is  the  "  Denman," 
on  the  old  Gilbertson  principle,  which,  while  giving  a  sharp 
and  diffuse  spray,  finishes  off  without  any  "  drip."  These 
are  produced  in  handsome  cut-glass  bottles,  and  made  with 
nickel,  plain  gilt,  and  engraved  gilt  mountings,  selling  at 
from  21s.  to  130s.  per  dozen.    Although  the  chief  demand  I 


is  still  for  pump-sprays,  there  are  signs  that  the  ordinary 
double-bellows  spray  is  again  coming  into  vogue.  They 
range  m  price  from  16s.  per  dozen  up  to  12s.  each  in  cut- 
glass  bottles  fitted  with  gilt  mounts  and  brass  threads,  the 
latter  obviating  any  cross-threading  when  fastening  the 
spray  to  the  bottle.  Mr.  Reuter  is  the  agent  for  Bauer  & 
Black,  of  Chicago,  and  holds  a  large  stock  of  their  plasters 
and  suspensory  bandages.  Many  of  these  bandages  are  now 
"  seamless,"  thus  giving  greater  ease. 

Atomisers,  nebulisers,  and  throat-sprays  of  every  de- 
scription are  a  feature  of  the  Reuter  business,  the  sale  of 
which  necessitates  a  full  display  in  the  wallcases.  Dozens 
more  special  lines  could  be  mentioned,  but  these  notes  are 
about  the  premises  \  still  the  name  of  "  Reuter  "  is  now  so 
closely  identified  with  china  pots  with  celluloid  caps  that 
one  has  to  see  the  array  of  samples  bearing  the  names  of 
historic  houses  before  one  realises  how  much  they  have 
caught  on.  Denman  Street  has  had  quite  an  accession  of 
visitors  this  month,  for  it  is  almost  as  central  as  the  Bank 
(being  close  to  the  Piccadilly  Circus  Station). 


Chemical  Society. 

A MEETING  was  held  at  Burlington  House  on  Thurs- 
day, November  19,  Sir  William  Ramsay,  F.R.S. 
(President),  in  the  chair.  It  was  announced  that  Professor 
Emerson  Reynolds,  F.R.S. ,  had  presented  a  bust  of 
Faraday  to  the  Society. 

A  Time-limit  for  Papers. 

Before  taking  the  papers  the  President  alluded  to  the 
appeal  he  had  made  at  the  previous  meeting  to  authors  to 
be  as  brief  as  possible,  and  pointed  out  that  as  his  request 
had  not  had  the  desired  effect  he  proposed  to  introduce  a 
time-limit,  which  for  that  evening,  as  there  were  six  papers 
to  be  taken  in  an  hour  and  a  half,  would  be  fifteen  minutes, 
and  that  no  author  would  be  allowed  to  go  on  longer  unless 
the  meeting  by  a  show  of  hands  signified  its  desire  that  he 
should  have  more  time.  This  rule  proved  very  effective, 
the  six  papers  being  got  through  in  seventy-eight  minutes. 

A  New  Solanaceous  Alkaloid — Meteloidine 

was  the  title  of  the  first  contribution,  read  by  Messrs. 
Pyman  and  Reynolds,  of  Messrs.  Burroughs  Wellcome  & 
Co.'s  Dartford  works.  The  new  alkaloid  comes  from 
Datura  meteloides,  which  also  contains  atropine  and 
hyoscine.  On  hydrolysis  the  alkaloid  furnishes  tiglic  acid 
and  a  new  crystalline  base,  teloidine,  which  contains  one 
atom  of  oxygen  more  than  oscine  (the  similar  basic 
hydrolytic  product  of  hyoscine)  and  two  more  than  tropine. 
On  this  ground  the  authors  think  that  tropine,  oscine,  and 
teloidine  may  all  be  closely  related.  Tiglic  acid  is  a  new 
hydrolytic  product  for  the  solanaceous  group  of  alkaloids. 
The 

Affinity  of  Alkaloids  foe  Hydrochloric  Acid 

was  then  discussed  by  Professor  Veley,  who  as  usual  en- 
livened his  communication  with  humorous  remarks.  On 
this  occasion  he  drily  thanked  the  President  for  exerting 
his  authority  only  as  regards  time,  and  leaving  him  un- 
limited space  to  accommodate  the  constitutional  formulas 
of  one  or  two  of  the  alkaloids  he  was  dealing  with. 
Professor  Veley  pointed  out  that  in  such  alkaloids  as 
quinine  (containing  two  nitrogen  atoms),  which  normally 
form  salts  with  one  molecule  of  acid,  but  under  certain  con- 
ditions form  salts  with  two  molecules,  both  N  atoms  are 
basic,  but  one  of  them  is  contained  in  a  group  of  such 
a  type  that  its  basicity  is  weakened.  In  others,  such  as 
strychnine,  the  basicity  of  the  second  N  is  neutralised 
entirely,  and  the  author's  experiments  support  the  view 
that  strychnine  is  a  betaine  of  strychnic  acid.  Through- 
out the  Professor  pronounced  cinchona  with  two  hard 
"  c's." 

The  other  papers  read  were  of  no  pharmaceutical  interest, 
though  one  by  Dr.  Barger,  and  another  by  that  author  in 
conjunction  with  Mr.  Ewins,  dealt  with  products  obtained 
in  the  course  of  unsuccessful  attempts  to  synthesise 
adrenalin  from  piperonal  as  a  starting-point. 
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TO  CORRESPONDENTS.— Please  write  clearly  and  concisely 
on  one  side  of  the  paper  only.  All  communications  should 
be  accompanied  by  the  names  and  addresses  of  the  writers. 
Publication  of  letters  does  not  imply  our  agreement  with  the 
arguments  or  approval  of  the  statements  therein.  If  queries 
are  submitted,  each  should  be  writt3n  on  a  separate  piece  of 
paper.  We  do  not  reply  to  queries  by  post,  and  can  only 
answer  on  subjects  presumably  of  interest  to  our  readers 
generally.  Letters  received  after  the  early  posts  on  Wi  di.es- 
day  cannot  as  a  rule  be  dealt  with  in  the  current  week's  issue. 

BUSINESS  INFORMATION.— We  have  very  full  records  of 
the  makers  or  agents  for  articles  and  products  connected 
with  the  chemical  and  drug  trades,  and  supply  information 
respecting  them  by  post  to  inquirers.  Inquiries  regarding 
any  articles  which  cannot  be  traced  in  this  manner  are  in- 
serted under  "  Information  Wputed." 


"Squire's  Companion." 
Sib, — I  desire  to  call  attention  to  some  oversights  in  the 
eighteenth  edition  of  the  "  Companion  "  which  were  noticed 
too  late  for  correction,  viz.  : 

P.  342,  line  35,  Cascara  should  read  Casearilla. 

P.  1187,  line  53,  Nebulce  should  read  Nebula. 

P.  1252,  line  47,  the  figure  12  should  read  7. 
All  these  are  fairly  obvious,  but  they  escaped  detection  by 
the  reader.  Yours  faithfully, 

413  Oxford  Street,  W.,  November  23.      P.  W.  Squire. 

The  Painless  Extraction  of  Teeth. 
Sir, — There  is  little  doubt  that  the  decision  of  the 
High  Court  in  Barnes  v.  Brown  will  materially  affect  many 
chemists  who,  like  myself,  have  a  connection  in  dental 
work,  and  have  had  notices  in  the  windows  that  teeth  were 
painlessly  extracted.  Your  correspondent  T.  L.  Callen- 
der  goes  very  wide  of  the  mark  in  his  suggested  amend- 
ment of  the  Dental  Act.  He  has  evidently  forgotten,  or 
is  not  aware  of,  Dr.  Guy's  proposals  at  the  British  Dental 
Association's  annual  meeting  at  Belfast  in  June  last, 
wherein  it  was  suggested  that  "  all  "  who  had  been  "  exclu- 
sively "  engaged  in  the  practice  of  dentistry  for  twelve 
months  prior  to  the  passing  of  such  amendments  should  be 
placed  on  the  register  of  dentists ;  to  protect  them  from 
legal  penalties,  but  not  to  endow  them  with  any  status 
whatever  other  than  permission  to  practise.  He  must  also 
have  overlooked  the  fact  that  the  cost  of  pursuing  the 
dental  curriculum  is  in  most  cases  the  reason  why  so  many 
unregistered  practitioners  exist.  His  suggested  amendment 
would  therefore  receive  very  small  approval.  Without 
doubt,  many  unregistered  men  now  in  practice  would  be 
very  willing  to  undertake  some  kind  of  curriculum,  and  a 
modified  examination  within  a  reasonable  limit  of  time, 
were  Dr.  Guy's  proposals  accepted.  It  serves  no  purpose 
to  sneer  at  the  length  of  time  it  has  taken  the  legal  advisers 
of  the  British  Dental  Association  to  read  this  new  meaning 
in  the  Act ;  the  ruling  has  been  given,  and  is  therefore  a 
precedent,  and  decisions  in  law  are  mainly  arrived  at  by 
precedent.  It  would  appear  that  the  "  British  Dental 
Journal  "  concludes  that  by  careful  manipulation  the  net 
of  the  law  could  be  so  strained  as  to  enmesh  any  unregistered 
practitioner  who  dares  to  advertise  that  he  either  extracts 
teeth  or  undertakes  dental  work  of  any  description.  Some 
years  ago  the  Editor  of  the  C.  &  D.  remarked  that  the  time 
would  come  when  the  dentists  would  have  the  same  battle 
to  fight  that  the  chemists  had,  owing  to  the  wording  of 
the  Dentists  Act.  Things  have  got  at  length  into  a  seem- 
ingly helpless,  hopeless  condition  for  both  chemists  and 
dentists.  Be  that  as  it  may,  how  many  chemists  will  sub- 
missively take  down  or  erase  their  notices  that  teeth  are 
extracted — painlessly,  perhaps — because  the  British  Dental 
Association  says  it  claims  special  qualification,  and  may  be 
proceeded  against?  Most  chemists  have  been  looked  upon 
for  time  out  of  mind  almost  as  the  people's  extractors  of 
teeth,  but  now  this — another  of  our  prerogatives,  may  I  say  ? 
— appears  to  be  threatened.  Is  it  not  time  that  chemists 
who  extract  and  adapt  teeth  roused  up  a  bit,  before  it  is 
too  late,  instead  of  taking  things  "  lying  down,"  as  they 


generally  do  ?  Could  not  an  Association  be  formed  for 
defence  purposes,  with  a  fund  raised  at,  say,  5s.  per  head, 
to  co-operate — perchance  this  spirit  of  persecution  which 
is  abroad  increases? — for  it  is  not  at  all  improbable  that, 
since  the  ruling  of  the  Lord  Chief  Justice  and  the  editorial 
remarks  of  the  "  British  Dental  Journal,"  some  of  us  may 
sooner  or  later  come  within  the  scope  of  their  resentment. 

I  am,  yours  very  truly, 

U.  D.  P.  (124/30.) 
Apprenticeship  and  India. 

Sir, — I  am  curious  to  know  if  there  are  many  men  who 
qualified  by  passing  the  Minor  during  their  apprentice- 
ship, and  should  be  glad  if  they  would  respond  to  this. 

I  passed  my  Preliminary  in  1884,  went  to  business  in 

  in  February  1885,  to  serve  four  years ;  in  December 

1888  I  obtained  leave  to  go  to  "  Muter's,"  and  worked  with 
the    doctor    from    January    to    April    1889,    in  which 

month  I  qualified.    My  good  old  master  in    would 

not  hear  of  me  joining  him  in  May  to  finish  my  term, 
another  three  months.    I  may  say  I  attended  night  classes 

the  last  eighteen  months  I  was  in   ,  twice  a  week,  I 

think ;  these  classes  were  held  on  alternate  nights  by  some 
of  the  local  chemists,  who  were  not  professional  teachers, 
though  they  were  practical.  To  these  classes  I  owed  my 
success,  as  I  got  a  fair  grounding  in  lots  of  things  which 
I  have  forgotten  years  ago.  I  was  twenty-one  years  and 
three  months  old  when  I  "  got  through "  the  Minor. 
After  two  years'  experience  in  England  I  left  for  India 
in  1891,  to  fill  an  appointment  on  a  three-years'  agree- 
ment; salary,  Rs.150,  Rs.200,  and  Rs.250,  outdoors, 
passage  paid  out  only.  I  mention  the  salary  because  you 
have  had  some  correspondence  lately  re  assistants  in  India, 
some  of  whom  want  to  start  where  I  left  off,  at  Rs.250. 
In  1894  I  bought  a  broken-down  business,  and  have  built 
it  up  into  a  very  prosperous  one.  I  mention  this  to  show 
some  croakers  that  there  are  worse  places  than  India. 
Of  course,  one  has  to  work,  and  I  reckon  I  work ;  and  I 
also  know  a  few  other  men  out  here  who  work,  and  have 
their  reward  accordingly. 

In  my  opinion  many  assistants  fail  in  India  because  they 
have  too  much  of  the  insidious  "  peg  "  (whisky  and  soda), 
and  also  because,  on  arrival,  they  often  have  to  assume 
a  great  responsibility,  which  many  are  not  qualified  for, 
as  they  do  not,  as  a  rule,  in  England  have  the  opportunity 
to  take  charge  of  a  junior  staff. 

Your  C.  <k  D.  arrives  regularly,  and  under  the  influence 
of  a  smoke  I  always  enjoy  its  pages,  from  front  cover  to 
back.  The  information  one  gains  from  its  pages  is  a 
prompt  and  good  financial  investment ;  besides,  it  keeps  us 
outsiders  in  touch  with  home  trade  and  topics. 

Yours  faithfully, 

Carlisle.  (114/23.) 

[We  should  be  glad  if  Minor  men  and  women  who  have 
qualified  before  completing  their  apprenticeships  would 
drop  us  postcards  to  that  effect.  It  is  an  exceptional  feat. 
Mr.  J.  W.  Sutherland,  managing  director  of  Messrs.  Frazer  & 
Green,  Ltd.,  Glasgow,  accomplished  it  on  July  21,  1862,  when 
he  was  an  apprentice  with  Messrs.  Baildon  &  Sons,  Edin- 
burgh.—Editor  C.  &  Z>.] 


Dispensing-  Notes. 


Physostigmine  Solutions. 

Sm,— I  had  the  following  prescription  to  dispense  the  other 
day  and  three  days  afterwards  my  customer  returned  to  ask 
me  if  the  stuff  had  gone  wrong,  as  it  was  perfectly  clear  when 
made,  but  changed  into  a  reddish  colour  the  third  day.  _  I 
used  distilled  water  and  opened  a  fresh  tube  of  physostigmm. 
sulph.  : 

Physostig.  sulph   gr.  vnj. 

Aq'.      S3- 

M.  Ft.  collyr. 
Sig. :  The  drops.    To  be  used  as  directed. 
Please  state  if  the  drops  deteriorate  in  medicinal  yalue  after 
the  discoloration  has  taken  place,  also  if  it  is  possible  to 
dispense  same  without  discoloration  taking  place. 

v  Tyssil.  (10/32.) 

[Solution  of  phvsostigmine  sulphate  becomes  pink  in  a  very 
short  time  if  made  with  water  only.  The  coloration  is  due 
to  oxidation  on  exposure  to  the  air  and  formation  of 
rubeserine.  Light  is  supposed  to  assist  in  the  change,  conse- 
quently it  is  customary  to  keep  such  solutions  in  amber-glass 
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bottles.  The  solution  requires  a  preservative.  A  trace  of 
sulphurous  acid,  owing  to  its  preservative  and  deoxidising 
properties,  serves  the  purpose  very  well.  Unless  the  quantity 
be  carefully  adjusted  there  may,  however,  be  objection  to  its 
use  in  ophthalmic  work.  In  practice  boric  acid  about  1  in  50 
retards  coloration  and  preserves  the  solution  long  enough  for 
prescription-work,  and  as  this  strength  of  boric  solution  is 
commonly  used  for  application  to  the  eyes  there  is  no  objec- 
tion to  its  use  in  this  connection.  Boil  the  boric  acid,  in  clean 
crystals,  with  the  distilled  water,  and  when  cool  add  the 
physostigmine  sulphate.  Bottle  quickly.  The  deterioration 
in  medicinal  properties  on  account  of  the  coloration  is  so  slight 
(except  in  very  old  solutions)  that  it  may  be  discounted.] 
Two  Prescriptions. 
Sib, — The  following  prescription  was  presented  to  be  dis- 
pensed. If  dispensed  as  written,  a  white  precipitate  is  thrown 
down,  but  if  simple  syrup  be  substituted  for  syr.  limonis  a 
presentable  mixture  is  the  result.  What  is  the  precipitate, 
and  how  should  the  mixture  be  dispensed? 

Plumbi  acet  gr.  xxiv. 

Morph.  acet.  .;   •••   gr.  j. 

Acid.  acet.  dil.      ...  ...  Jjj. 

Syr.  limonis  

Aquam  ad   .^vj. 

M.    Ft.  m.    ^ij.    om.  4  hor. 
Also  the  following  prescription  : 

Liq  hydrarg.  perchlor  ^ss. 

Potass,  iodid   gr.  iv. 

Liq.  strych.  hydrochlor   mij. 

Glycerin.    ...  ^ss. 

Decoct,  aloes  ad    jjij. 

M.    Ft.  m.    Mitte  3vj. 
Sig.  :         ter  in  die  p.c.  ex  aq.  sumat. 

Theoretically,  this  mixture  is  dangerous,  but  the  prescrip- 
tion had  been  previously  dispensed  by  several  chemists,  in- 
cluding an  historic  house.  Can  you  suggest  any  way  of 
overcoming  the  precipitation  of  alkaloid  ? 

Yours  truly, 

David  Hoole. 

[The  precipitate  in  the  first  mixture  is  lead  citrate,  which 
is  insoluble.  By  adding  the  syrup  of  lemon  gradually  a 
very  light  precipitate  can  be  obtained,  which  will  shake  up 
easily.  The  prescription,  however,  is  otherwise  on  conven- 
tional lines,  and  we  think  it  may  fairly  be  assumed  that  the 
syrup  of  lemon  is  meant  only  for  flavouring-purposes.  To  use 
simple  syrup,  to  which  has  been  added  20  minims  of  tincture 
of  lemon,  instead  of  B.P.  syrup  of  lemon  would,  we  think,  be 
correct  procedure  in  this  case.  The  second  mixture  is  quite 
safe.  There  is  very  little  precipitation,  and  such  precipitate 
as  there  is  is  dissolved  by  the  alcohol  in  the  decoction  of  aloes. 
In  our  mixture,  made  with  decoction  decanted  from  sedi- 
ment, we  cannot  discern  any  precipitate  after  three  days' 
standing.  On  such  a  mixture  one  would  naturally  put  a 
shake-the-bottle  label.] 

A  Tragacanth  Cream. 

Sir, — Will  you   kindly   help   me   out  of   the  following 
difficulty? 

Glycerini    ^viij. 

Pulv.  trag   ...  jjiiji 

Spt.  camph     5$iv. 

01.    lavand.,    ol.     geranii,  ol. 

limonis  aa.    ^ss. 

Aq.  ad   jxxxij. 

The  above  preparation  turns  out  differently  each  time  I 
make  it,  sometimes  thick,  other  times  of  a  nice  consistency, 
which  can  be  poured  from  the  bottle  freely.  How  can  I 
proceed  to  have  it  always  in  the  latter  condition  ? 

Yours  truly, 

FOBDSBTJRG.  (115/2.) 

[You  have  not  indicated  your  method  of  procedure,  but  if  it 
be  always  the  same  your  results  should  be  uniform,  unless  vou 
use  different  tragacanths.  These  vary  in  strength  materially, 
and  it  is  well  to  standardise  each  lot  as  it  comes  in  by  noting 
the  quantity  required  to  give  the  proper  "body"  to  the 
mucilage.  The  preparation  made  from  your  recipe  with  good 
tragacanth  should  be  thick.  It  pours,  "but  not  freely.  The 
application  is  nearly  as  strong  in  tragacanth  as  the  B.P. 
mucilage.  We  think  you  will  find  the  following  method  of 
making  simple  and  satisfactory  :  Put  the  spirit  of  camphor 
and  essential  oils  into  a  dry  40-oz.  bottle,  add  the  tragacanth, 
shake  well,  pour  in  about  half  the  glycerin  and  water 
Previously  mixed,  shake  quickly  and  vigorously.  Finally, 
add  the  remainder  of  the  glycerin  and  water,  and  shake.  It 
seems  a  nice  cream.] 

Northern  (106/54)  dispensed  a  prescription  as  follows: 

Glycer.  pepsini  (Armour)   ^j. 

Syr.  hypophos.  co   jjjj, 

Aquam    ad   ^vj. 

He  states  that  the  mixture  frequently  bursts  the  bottle.  Our 


correspondent  does  not  say  how  long  it  has  been  made  up 
before  bursting  the  bottle.  In  the  ordinary  course  of  prescrip- 
tion-business it  ought  to  be  consumed  before  there  has  been 
time  for  trouble  to  "brew."  If  it  be  a  stock  mixture  which 
may  remain  on  hand  for  a  considerable  time,  it  requires  a 
preservative — chloroform-water  instead  of  plain  water ;  or 
2  grains  of  salicylic  acid,  using  this  with  freshly  boiled  water. 
The  source  of  trouble  is  no  doubt  fermentation,  the 
micro-organisms  probably  being  introduced  with  the  water.  If 
a  preservative  be  not  permissible,  use  boiled  water  and  take 
precautions  to  ensure  freedom  from  outside  germs. 

Dispenser  (Hants)  (122/12). — The  ingredients  of  the  pre- 
scription appear  to  be  ernutine  and  chloroform-water,  of  each 
V  J- 


Legal  Queries. 

For  concise  statements  respecting  various  Acts  which  affect 
directly  or  indirectly  the  Chemical  and  Drug  Trades,  see  the 
"C.  &  D.  Diary,"  1908,  p.  456;  Stamped  Medicine  Law 
P-  435 ;  Pharmacy  and  Poisons  Law,  p.  448 ;  and  Patenti 
Law,  p.  442. 

Kant  (114/5). — Your  label  for  aniseed  balsam  does  not  make 
the  preparation  liable  to  medicine  stamp-duty.  It  is  only 
when  the  word  "balsam"  is  used  along  with  the  name  of  a 
part  or  organ  of  the  body — e.g.,  "chest-balsam" — that 
liability  is  incurred. 

A.  M.  F.  (119/67). — You  will  find  full  particulars  regarding 
the  new  regulations  for  scales  in  the  C.  &  29.,  March  21, 
p.  466.  They  are  also  given  in  the  C.  &  D.  Diary,  1909,  which 
will  be  delivered  to  you  soon. 

Legal  (121/35). — There  is  little,  if  any,  ground  for  action 
so  far  as  the  name  is  concerned.  We  cannot  as  a  rule  advise 
correspondents  in  respect  to  legal  proceedings.  In  any  case 
complete  particulars  must  be  submitted  to  us,  and  the  subject 
involved  must  be  of  general  interest. 

Dispenser  (121/22)  asks,  Can  a  qualified  assistant  sell  poisons 
in  a  drug-stores,  the  proprietor  of  which  is  unqualified,  with- 
out the  unqualified  proprietor  being  proceeded  against  for 
keeping  open  shop  for  the  sale  of  poisons?  [The  qualified 
assistant  cannot  be  proceeded  against,  but  the  proprietor  can 
be  both  for  keeping  open  shop  and  for  the  sale  of  poisons,  the 
sale  by  the  assistant  being  on  his  behalf.] 

E.  0.  (122/41). — (1)  The  title  "pharmaceutical  chemist  and 
druggist  "  can  only  be  used  by  pharmaceutical  chemists,  and 
not  by  Minor  men.  (2)  The  Dentists  Act  is  the  same  in 
principle  as  the  Pharmacy  Act  as  regards  companies.  We 
do  not  know  of  any  case  in  which  the  title  "  pharmaceutical 
chemist  "  is  used  by  companies  except  where  it  has  been  used 
by  the  companies'  personal  predecessors.  We  cannot  advise 
correspondents  how  to  circumvent  the  law. 

Tonic  (124/39).— Such  a  description  as  "  Dog  Medicine  Co." 
used  by  an  unregistered  person  is  not  an  infringement  of  the 
Veterinary  Surgeons  Act. 

Suffolk  (116/1).— Section  133  of  the  Income-tax  Act,  1842 
(except  so  far  as  it  is  referred  to  or  incorporated  in  any  other 
enactment),  was  repealed  by  the  Finance  Act,  1907,  but  by 
Section  24,  Subsection  2,  of  the  latter  Act  any  person  who  is 
charged  income-tax  on  the  three  years'  average,  and  whose 
profits  or  gains  fall  short  of  the  computed  amount  "  shall 
be  entitled  to  be  charged  on  the  actual  amount  of  the  profits 
or  gains  so  arising  instead  of  on  the  amount  of  the  profits  or 
gains  so  computed,  and,  if  he  has  paid  the  full  amount  of  the 
tax  on  the  profits  or  gains  so  computed,  be  entitled  to  repay- 
ment of  the  amount  overpaid." 

G.  B.  (19/5). — Negotiations  are  now  proceeding  between  the 
Pharmacy  Boards  of  New  South  Wales  and  Cape  Colony  for 
reciprocity  of  certificates,  but  there  is  no  other  provision  in 
Australia  for  acceptance  of  the  Cape  certificate. 

Anxious  (123/41). — (1)  The  only  difference  that  the  Poisons 
and  Pharmacy  Bill  will  make  to  unqualified  persons,  such  as 
drug-store  keepers  (in  the  event  of  it  being  enacted),  is  that 
under  Clause  2  they  may,  like  other  unqualified  persons,  apply 
for  a  licence  to  sell  poisonous  substances  containing  arsenic, 
tobacco,  or  the  alkaloids  of  tobacco,  for  the  special  purposes 
mentioned  in  the  clause.  Clause  3  of  the  Bill  regulates  "the 
business  of  pharmaceutical  chemist  or  chemist  and  druggist," 
as  carried  on  by  pharmaceutical  chemists,  chemists  and  drug- 
gists, limited  companies,  and  firms  in  Scotland.  Unqualified 
persons  are  not  mentioned.  (2)  We  cannot  advise  on  the 
second  point  of  your  letter,  which  is  purely  a  personal  matter, 
upon  which  you  should  obtain  the  advice  of  a  personal  friend. 

P.  T.  0.  (123/39).— Under  the  Sunday  Closing  Act  (29 
Charles  II.)  only  works  of  necessity  and  charity  are  excepted. 
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The  Act  is  practically  obsolete,  and  is  only  enforced  when  there 
is  a  local  feeling  against  Sunday  trading.  We  do  not  recall 
any  case  in  which  chemists  have  been  fined  for  selling  toilet- 
articles.  Whether  these  are  necessities  or  not  depends  upon 
the  circumstances  of  each  case.  Once  on  a  time  a  gentleman 
was  visiting  a  Scotch  town  on  a  Sunday,  and,  wanting  a  cake 
of  soap,  went  into  a  chemist's  for  one.  He  was  refused,  and 
while  arguing  with  the  chemist  the  latter  supplied  a  little  girl 
with  a  pennyworth  of  peppermint-drops.  The  visitor  queried 
the  consistency  of  this,  asking  upon  what  principle  he  was  re- 
fused a  cake  of  soap  and  a  child  got  lozenges;  to  which  the 
chemist  promptly  replied,  "  Ye  can  sook  peppermint-draps  in 
the  kirk,  but  ye  canna  wash  yer  face  there."  That  was  his 
guiding  principle  of  what  Charles  II.  meant. 

Doctor-Chemist  (31/90).— See  the  G.  &D.  Diary,  1908,  p.  451, 
par.  21. 


Miscellaneous  Inquiries. 

We  endeavour  to  reply  promptly  and  practically  to  trade  ques- 
tions of  general  interest,  but  cannot  guarantee  insertion  of 
replies  on  a  particular  date,  nor  can  we  repeat  information 
given  during  the  past  twelve  months.  A  preliminary  condi- 
tion for  reporting  on  samples  submitted  is  that  all  particulars 
as  to  source  and  uses  are  given  to  us. 


Tonic  (124/39). — Carbolic  Jelly  should  be  made  in  the 
phials  in  which  it  is  sold. 

G.  D.  S.  (N.Z.)  (109/4).— (1)  It  is  incorrect  to  say  that  strych- 
nine has  no  action  upon  fowls.  Chickens  are  certainly  less 
susceptible  to  it  than  other  birds,  but  in  sufficiently  large  doses 
it  kills  them  as  well.  (2)  Syr.  Ferri  Iodidi  keeps  well  in  full 
bottles.  Nowadays  a  trace  of  hypophosphorous  acid  is  used 
in  the  liquor,  and  this  prevents  it  and  the  syrup  becoming 
brown  or  oxidised. 

D.  G.  T.  (120/3). — German  Yeast  is  not  a  compounded 
article,  but  ordinary  yeast  washed  and  dried. 

L.  J.  C.  (122/23). — Pyrethrum  Powder  does  not  act  as  a 
poison  to  dogs. 

Gentian  (122/24). — Acetyl-salicylic  Acid  hydrolyses  in 
presence  of  water  into  acetic  and  salicylic  acids.  Conse- 
quently, when  mixed  with  sodium  bicarbonate,  acetate  and 
salicylate  of  sodium  are  formed  with  liberation  of  carbonic- 
acid  gas. 

A.  C.  (123/6). — Have  you  received  permission  from  the 
Board  of  Inland  Revenue  to  manufacture  dry  shampoo  with 
industrial  methylated  spirit  ?  If  so,  be  good  enough  to  send 
us  a  copy  of  the  formula  which  you  submitted,  so  that  we  may 
suggest  "  a  good  perfume."  We  have  (we  may  add)  not  heard 
of  any  case  in  which  the  Board  has  permitted  such  use  of  the 
spirit. 

Jara  (121/16). — Ringworm  in  Cattle. — You  will  find  any 
of  the  following  recipes  advantageous  and  safe  in  the  treat- 
ment of  ringworm.  The  parts  should  be  washed  and  scraped 
as  directed  in  "  Veterinary  Counter-practice  "  : 


Creosoti      «, 

Potass,  carb.    ^j. 

Sulph.  nig   ...  "^ij. 

01.  cetacei    ^iv. 

Adipis  kviij. 

Ft.  ung. 

Jeyes'  fluid    ...       ...       ...  ... 

Black  sulphur   

Lard    jvj. 

Mix. 


The  above  can  be  rubbed  on  to  the  parts  every  second  day. 
Generally  not  more  than  two  dressings  are  required.  Other 
simple,  cheap,  and  safe  cures  are  given  below,  but  they  often 
require  frequent  application,  and  must  be  used  daily  : 

a.  c. 

Sulphur,  nig   ^j.  '  Cupri  sulphat.         ...  jjj. 

Acid,  carbol   ^ss.  1  Adipis    jv. 

Adipis    |(V.  D 

B.  Acid,  sulphuric.        ...  (jj, 

lodi    Glycerini    ^iij. 

Adipis    jv.  Misce  caute. 

Black  sulphur  is  also  combined  with  train  oil  or  soft  soap — 
1  to  5. 

There  is  a  new  treatment  for  Milk  Fever,  by  injecting 
sterilised  air  into  the  teats  and  insufflating  the  udder  to  an 
enormous  extent.  It  has  never  "  caught  on  "  like  the  potas- 
sium iodide  and  chinosol  cures.  Inquiries  as  to  cost  of 
apparatus  shouKT  be  made  of  any  veterinary-instrument 
maker. 


Aconiti  (122/60). — The  difference  between  the  food-values  of 
butter  and  margarine  is  so  small  as  to  be  negligible. 

D.  A.  D.  (30/80)  tells  us  that  a  yearling  heifer  was  found  to 
be  suffering  from,  at  first,  a  slight  swelling  on  the  outside  of 
the  hind  quarter,  which  gradually  increased  and  eventually 
"  broke,"  exuding  a  considerable  quantity  of  bloody  pus,  etc., 
which  was  characterised  by  a  most  offensive  odour.  The 
aperture  then  seemed  to  increase  in  size,  and  the  skin  began 
to  be  affected  in  a  circle,  which  gradually  progressed  until  the 
whole  circle  (about  9  in.  in  diameter)  of  the  skin  has  been 
circumscribed  precisely  after  the  manner  of  a  mammoth 
ringworm,  loosening  the  skin  and  causing  it  to  fall  off  com- 
pletely. The  sloughing  and  ulceration  have  eaten  down 
almost  to  the  bone,  but  the  heifer  seems  to  be  in  a  most  happy 
frame  of  mind,  eating,  chewing  the  cud,  and  even  frolicking 
about.  What  is  to  be  done  ?  [The  trouble  probably  arose  from 
some  bruise  or  sprain.  The  sloughing  will  continue  as  long  as 
there  is  any  unhealthy  tissue.  The  part  should  be  carefully 
examined  for  this,  and,  if  present,  the  tissue  should  be 
cauterised.  Then  wash  with  weak  potassium-permanganate 
solution  (1  in  1,000),  and  dress  with  iodoform  1  part  and  starch 
4  parts.] 

Impaction  or  Constipation  in  cattle  (unless  when  caused 
by  a  mechanical  obstruction)  is  usually  due  to  impaired  nerve 
action,  which  generally  precedes,  accompanies,  or  follows 
some  disease,  such  as  a  fever.  At  all  times  a  brisk  and  sharp 
cathartic  should  be  given,  followed  by  nerve  stimulants.  A 
good  purge  is  the  following,  to  be  given  as  a  draught  in  gruel : 


Pulv.  aloes  ...   

Pulv.  sapo.  hispan   ^j. 

Pulv.  cambogias    3ss. 

Hydrarg.  subchlor   .^ss. 


A  hypodermic  injection  of  physostigmine,  given  a  few  hours 
after  the  dose,  is  of  great  benefit,  having  a  wonderful  power  in 
causing  increased  peristaltic  action  of  the  stomach  and  intes- 
tines. As  a  stimulant  give  the  following  every  four  hours  in 
cold  water  : 

Ammon.  carb.    ^ij. 

Pulv.  nucis  vom   jjj. 

Pulv.  gentianas    ^ij. 

Pulv.  zingiberis    31]'. 

Ft.  pulvis. 

Tara  (121/16). — Oleum  Sambuci  is  made  by  boiling  1  lb.  of 
fresh  elder-leaves  in  2  pints  of  olive  oil  till  the  leaves  are 
crisp,  then  pressing  out  the  oil  and  allowing  it  to  settle.  The 
oil  is  used  on  account  of  its  emollient  properties.  Unguentum 
Sambuci  is  made  by  digesting  3  lb.  of  fresh  elder-leaves  in  a 
mixture  of  4  lb.  of  lard  and  2  lb.  of  mutton  suet.  This  for- 
mula was  official  in  the  Dublin  Pharmacopoeia,  1826.  This 
could  be  further  medicated  by  the  addition  of  eucalyptus  oil, 
following  the  proportions  indicated  in  the  B.P.  ung.  eucalypti. 

C.  J.  (117/54). — Valuation  of  Insect-powder. — Refer  to 
C.  &  D.,  May  30,  1908,  p.  848. 

C.  H.  C.  F.  (115/35). — The  principal  use  of  chlorodyne  in 
veterinary  practice  is  for  colic,  diarrhoea,  and  post  partum 
straining.  Chlorodyne  is  preferred  to  morphine  in  cases  of 
diarrhoea  and  dysentery. 

A.  A.  S.  (N.S.W.)  (100/43).— The  sample  of  office  Raste  has 
a  starch  basis,  and  contains  some  tragacanth.  It  is  pre- 
served with  formalin  and  perfumed  with  oil  of  rose  geranium. 

Nap.  (103/74). — Red-water  in  Cattle. — The  sample  of 
"certain  cure"  which  you  send  has  the  characteristics  of  a 
mixture  of  pine  oil  and  thyme  oil.  You  give  us  no  particulars 
of  how  it  is  used. 

S.  B.  W.  (116/58).— Ink-eradicator.— No.  1  solution  is  acetic 
acid  coloured  with  litmus.  No.  2  is  liq.  soda?  chlorinatse. 
The  liquids  are  applied  to  the  ink-stain  successively,  and 
excess  removed  by  blotting-paper. 

G.  E.  D.  (109/42). — Worm-medicine  for  dogs. — Your  sample 
is  made  from  a  recipe  such  as  the  following : 


Oil  of  chenopodium    rrixvj. 

Oil  of  turpentine  ...       ...       ...  niij. 

Oil  of  aniseed    ntxvj. 

Castor  oil    ...       ...  ^iiiss. 

Olive  oil    .^iij- 

Mix  and  heat  gently. 


Dose  :  For  a  full-sized  or  medium  puppy  under  six  weeks  old 
give  5  drachm  in  a  drachm  of  milk.  Between  six  and  eight 
weeks  the  dose  is  1  drachm,  and  at  eight  weeks  1  drachm  to 
be  repeated  in  an  hour.  If  the  bowels  do  not  act  within  an 
hour,  give  a  small  dose  of  castor  oil.  For  small  puppies 
reduce  the  doses  to  one-half,  and  for  the  toy  breeds  to  one- 
quarter.  If  no  worms  are  expelled,  the-mixture  may  be  re- 
peated in  a  few  days. 

Oleum  (109/33). — We  cannot  recognise  the  essential  oils  you 
send.    The  mixture  resembles  Jockey  Club  in  perfume. 
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W.  E.  B.  (94/48).— Foot-eot  Powder. — This  powder  is 
mixed  with  about  twice  its  bulk  of  water,  and  when  dissolved 
is  diluted  so  as  to  make  a  2-per-oent.  solution.  This  liquid  is 
put  into  a  trough,  through  which  the  sheep  are  driven  every 
fourth  or  fifth  day.    The  powder  consists  of : 

White  arsenic   1  lb. 

Caustic  soda  ...       ...       ...     i  lb. 

Sodium  carbonate   5  lb. 

Prussian-blue   a  sufficiency 

Mix  and  preserve  in  well-closed  tins. 

/.  S.  (98/6). — The  liquid  used  for  attracting  rats  to  traps 
is  mucilage  of  tragacanth  containing  a  few  drops  of  oil 
of  anise. 

H.  B.  M.  (Hangchou)  (101/9).— (1)  Hydrogen  Peroxide 
from  sodium  perborate. — The  following  is  the  method  you 
desire  : 

1.  10  to  12  volume  strength. 

Sodium  perborate  170  grams 

Powdered  citric  acid    60  grams 

Water    1  litre 

Filter  the  solution  if  cloudy. 

2.  10  to  20  volume  strength. 

Sodium  perborate  ...    210  grams 

Powdered  citric  acid    105  grams 

Water    700  grams 

The  citric  acid  may  be  replaced  by  tartaric  acid  if  desired. 

(2)  Oxylithe  is  fused  sodium  peroxide.  It  is  used  for  generat- 
ing oxygen  by  adding  the  cubes  to  water. 

Mihi  (278/26).— (1)  Marseilles  Soap,  or  white  Castile  soap 
as  used  in  pharmacy,  is  an  olive-oil-and-soda  soap  (see  C.  &  D., 
April  4,  1908,  p.  523).  (2)  The  confusion  regarding  the 
strength  of  oleate  of  mercury  arises  from  the  fact  that  in  the 

B.  P.  1885  the  "  oleate  of  mercury  "  was  a  mixture  of  mercuric 
oleate  in  oleic  acid.  The  percentage  strength  was  then  stated 
in  reference  to  the  quantity  of  mercuric  oxide  used,  not 
according  to  the  mercuric  oleate  in  the  resulting  mixture. 
The  hydrargyri  oleas  of  the  present  Pharmacopoeia  is  pre- 
pared by  precipitation,  and  is  relatively  pure.  (3)  We 
understand  that  long-distance  swimmers  anoint  the  body 
with  vaseline  stiffened  with  hard  paraffin,  hut  perhaps  some 
reader  with  special  knowledge  of  this  subject  can  give  the 
exact  information. 

A.  W.  M.  (98/17).— Hair-wash  said  to  be  of  great  service  as 
an  astringent  lotion  for  the  hair,  and  also  used  for  bathing 
the  head  when  it  is  aching,  has  been  made,  apparently,  by 
diluting  aromatic  acetic  acid.  One  ounce  of  the  following 
acid,  acetic,  glac.  aromat.  in  a  pint  of  camphor-water  yields 
a  product  resembling  your  sample  : 

Ac.  acet.  glac.   ^xij. 

Camphor  \(ss. 

01.  caryoph  ^ss. 

Solve. 

Tinctus  (98/7).— Composition  for  cleaning  white  canvas 
shoes,  kid  gloves,  etc.— This  is  a  kind  of  artificial  rubber,  but 
we  cannot  say  how  it  is  made.  We  suggest  that  you  experi- 
ment with  tragacanth,  glue,  and  glycerin  to  produce  a  com- 
position to  be  employed  for  the  same  purpose. 

C.  O.  B.  (115/71).— The  powder  for  applying  to  corns  ap- 
pears to  be  zinc  oxide. 

Reynard  (119/20).—  The  liquid  used  for  scaring  away  foxes 
and  rabbits  is  a  tarry  by-Droduct  of  gas-making.  We  take 
it  that  foxes  and  rabbits  dislike  the  abominable  smell  of  the 
compound. 

Yoyageur  (Cape  Colony)  (121/56).— As  we  stated  in  the 

C.  &  D.,  October  2.  p.  567,  the  silky  cloudiness  of  household 
ammonia  is  a  matter  of  adjusting  the  lime  salts.  It  is  on 
this  line  you  must  experiment. 

Nostrums  (94/10).— Books  on  Dyspepsia.— Brunton's  "Dis- 
orders of  Assimilation,  Digestion,  etc."  (Macmillan,  10s.  6d.)  ; 
Alderson's  "Indigestion:  its  Prevention  and  Cure"  (W. 
Scott,  Is.) ;  Dutton's  "  Indigestion  "  (Kimpton,  Is.  td.). 

A.  &  Co.  (109/26).— Liquid  Glue.— The  usual  formula  for 
liquid  glue  is  as  follows  : 

Russian  glue    3  lb. 

French  gelatin    ^  lb! 

Acetic  acid   .  4  lb' 

Water    4  pi'nts 

Soak  the  glue  in  the  acid  till  soft  and  the  gelatin  in  the 
water.  Liquefy  the  gelatin  by  heat  and  add  the  glue.  When 
dissolved,  strain. 

.  This  is  not  suited  for  putting  up  in  collapsible  tubes ;  what 
is  employed  in  this  case  is  a  thick  solution  of  sodium  sili- 
cate.   A  little  camphor  is  often  added  as  a  disguise. 


W.  &  R.  B.  (91/30).— There  is  no  book  dealing  with  the 
manufacture  of  dental  wax. 

Rubie  (92/12). — (1)  There  are  a  few  oil-soluble  aniline  dyes 
which  are  applicable  for  colouring  heavy  petroleum. 
(2)  It  is  impossible  for  us  to  say  what  is  the  most  suitable 
position  for  you  in  a  wholesale  house.  If  you  study  the 
C.  <£  D.  Supplement  you  will  see  what  positions  are  available. 


Trade-marks  Applied  For. 

Objections  to  the  registration  of  any  of  the  undermentioned  applica- 
tions should  be  lodged  with  Sir  C.  N.  Dalton,  K.C.M.G.,  C.B., 
Comptroller-General  of  Patents,  Designs,  and  Trade-marks, 
at  the  Patents  Office,  25  Southampton  Buildings,  Chancery 
Lane,  London,  W.C.,  within  one  month  of  the  dates  men- 
tioned. The  objection  must  be  stated  on  Trade-marks  Form 
No.  7,  cost  £1,  obtainable  through  any  money- order  office. 
|The  figures  in  parentheses  refer  to  the  classes  applied  for. 


(From  the  "Trade-marks  Journal,"  November  18,  1908.) 

"  Rapidal  "  ;  for  goods  (1).  By  W.  H.  Screeton,  Wellington 
Road,  East  Ham,  Essex.  302,398. 

"  Ensynoids  "  and  "  Ensyna  "  ;  for  photographic  chemicals 
(1)  and  papers  (39).  By  Houghtons,  Ltd.,  88-89  High  Hol- 
born,  London,  W.C.  304,684/686. 

"  Crempoid  "  ;  for  a  wood-preservative  (1)  and  for  a  dis- 
infectant (2)  and  a  dust-preventive  (50).  By  A.  J.  Craig 
and  N.  Kemp,  Edinburgh  Road,  Galashiels.  305,790  /  791, 
305,861. 

:'  Hako  "  and  "  Satralbtn  "  ;  for  photographic  chemicals  (1) 

and  papers  (39).    By  E.   Schering,  170  Mullerstrasse, 

Berlin.    306,241/2,  3,  4. 
'Voltax";  for  varnishes,  etc.  (1).    By  Turners  &  Manville, 

Ltd.,  5  Lloyd's  Avenue,  London,  E.C.  306,268. 
"  Lizarol  "  and  "  Arsacetin  "  ;  for  dyes  (1  and  4)  and  chemi- 
cals (3).   By  Meister,  Lucius  &  Briining,  Hoechst  a/Main, 

Germany.    306,326/7,  305,705. 
"  High  Level,"  and  label  device ;  for  paints,  varnishes,  etc. 

(1).    By  the  High  Level  Brand  Co.,  St.  Thomas  Street, 

Newcastle-on-Tyne.  306,401. 
"  Cadog  "  ;  for  vermin-destroyers  (2).  By  Danysz  Virus,  Ltd., 

52  Leadenhall  Street,  London,  E.C.  306,598. 
"  Flipflap  "  ;  for  flvcatchers  (2).    By  Kay  Bros.,  Ltd.,  Peters- 
gate  Mills,  Stockport.  306,958. 
"  Matro  "  ;  for  chemicals  (3).    By  Vian-Ozone  Medicine  Co., 

3  Waterloo  Place,  North  Shields.  301,793. 
"Dalene";  for  a  lotion  (3).    By  Daley  &  Smith,  37  Clifton 

Street,  Manchester.  305,622. 
"  Quinora  "  ;  for  a  medicine  (3).    By  Peter  Irvine,  71  St. 

Vincent  Street,  Glasgow.  306,217. 
"  Ichtammon  "  ;   for  chemicals  (3).      By  Crown  Chemical 

Works,  Ltd.,  Marsh  Gate  Lane,  Stratford,  E.  307,239. 
"  Pole  Star  "  ;  for  wax  products  (4)  and  perfumery,  etc.  (48). 

By  D.  &  W.  Gibbs,  Ltd.,  High  Street,  Wapping,  E. 

306,696,  306,664. 
"  Deca  "  ;   for  non-medicated  curative  appliances  (11).  By 

J.  E.  Garratt,96  Southwark  Street,  London,  S.E.  306,884. 
"Zotos";  for  goods  (11  and  44).      By  F.  T.  E.  Souter, 

37  Egerton  Crescent,  Kensington,  W.  307,120. 
"Corporation  Brand,"  and  label  device;  for  goods  (42). 

By  Saccharin  Corporation,   Ltd.,   165  Queen  Victoria 

Street,  London,  E.C.  304,767. 
"  Orion  "  ;  for  condensed  milk  and  milk  powder  for  foods 

(42).    By  Jansen  &  Storms,  74  Achtergracht,  Weesp, 

Holland.  305,618. 
"  Pansitine  Bouty,"  and  label  device;  for  a  food  (42).  By 

F.  Bouty,  1  rue  de  Chateaudun,  Paris.  305,503. 
"Limoda,"  and  label  device;  for  aerated  waters  (44).  By 

E.    E.    Hall,    293   Tettenhall   Road,  Wolverhampton. 

306,577. 

"  Sunnysmiles  "  ;   for  cloth-cleansers  (47).      By  Vanner  & 

Prest,  1  and  2  Chiswell  Street,  London,  E.C.  306,984. 
"  Heikocosmo  "  ;  for  goods  (48).    By  Heine  &  Co.,  6  Schreber- 

strasse,  Leipzig.  305,724. 
"  Piver,  L.  T.,  Paris,"  and  label  device;  for  perfumery,  etc. 

(48).  By  L.  T.  Piver  et  Cie.,  10  Bd.  de  Strasbourg,  Paris. 

299,132. 

"  Yo-kari-mai  "  ;  for  a  perfume  (48).    By  G.  Elliott  &  Son, 

50  Park  Street,  Walsall.  306,668. 
"  Paquita  "  ;  for  perfumery,  etc.  (48).     By  Bayley  &  Co., 

94  St.  Martin's  Lane,  London,  W.C.  306,992. 
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Prescription  Problem. 

The  stumbling-block  in  the  prescription  given  in  our  issue 
•of  November  14  (p.  760)  was  the  ancient  alchemic  sign 
for  water.    The  prescription  read  as  follows  : 

Sodii  Bicarb.  ...       ...       ...  Oj. 

Sp.  Cajup. 

—  Armorac.  Go. 

Tr.  Cimicifugse 

Ext.  Tarax.  Liq.  aa.    nixv. 

Syr.  Zingib.    mxx. 

V  Rosmar.  ad    3j- 

M.  ft.  mist.    Sig.  : 
3j.  c.  3ss.  sue.  lim.  t.i.d.s. 

The  direction  lines  may  also  be  read  : 
M.  ft.  [mist.]  et  sig. 
Reckoning  either  way,  the  only  two  competitors  who 
are  absolutely  correct  are  : 

Mr.  E.  H.  Stutely,  36  Church  Street,  Cromer,  Norfolk. 
Mr.  J.  H.  Smith,  c/o  Messrs.  White  &  Co.,  20  Gravelly 
Hill,  Birmingham. 

The  following  give  the  alchemic  sign  "aqua,"  but 
•omitted  or  added  letters  :  Messrs.  J.  F.  Blackmore  (Ply- 
mouth), A.  H.  Churchill  (Stirchley),  A.  Findlay  (Brechin), 
R.  Johnston  (Downpatrick),  E.  Longmate  (Wymondham), 
T.  W.  Lowther  (Moseley),  J.  Richards  (Knightsbridge, 
S.W.),  J.  W.  Atkinson  (Birmingham),  G.  H.  Toy  (Bir- 
mingham), R.  W.  Warrick  (Welling,  Kent),  T.  H.  Wilkin- 
son (Lichfield),  and  B.  Williams  (Hindhead).  The  pre- 
scription is  one  of  Sir  James  Sawyer's. 

The  directions  afforded  some  scope  for  variety,  "  succ. 
limon."  being  rendered  "  aq.  bis,"  "acetum,"  "  vinas 
bis,"  "  vin.  c.  bis,"  and  "  vin.  Xeri  bis."  In  the  last 
case  the  wine  is  to  be  followed  by  "  jusculum  avenaceum  " 
.(gruel).  Several  competitors  gave  "  inf.  rosmar.  "  for  the 
Tosemary- water,  and  two  "  syr.  rosmar.";  while  for 
*'  M.  ft.  et  sig."  a  variation  given  on  several  postcards 
was  "  M.  ft.  a.s.  "  (artem  secundum). 

The  next  facsimile  for  elucidation  is  from  an  Australian 
original : 


Home  competitors  should  post  their  solutions  to  us  not 
later  than  December  3.  Australian  subscribers  should 
send  their  postcards  to  the  Editor  of  The  Chemist  and 
Druggist  op  Australasia,  Fink's  Buildings,  Melbourne. 

"  The  C.  &  D.  Diary,"  writes  an  Australian  pharmacist 
%R.  C,  80/148),  "  is  always  worth  by  itself  the  year's  subscrip- 
tion." 


Coming  Events. 

Notices  for  insertioi   under  this  heading  should  be  received  by 
the  Editor  on  Wednesday  of  each  week. 


Friday,  November  27. 

Tunbridge  Wells  Chemists'  Association,  33  Mount  Pleasant, 
at  9  p.m.    General  meeting. 

Monday,  November  30. 

Royal  Society  of  Arts,  John  Street,  Adelphi,  London,  W.C., 
at  8  p.m.  Mr.  Oscar  Guttmann  on  "  Twenty  Years' 
'  Progress  in  Explosives"  (II.). 

Edinburgh  Chemists'  Trade  Association,  36  York  Place,  at 
9  p.m.  Opening  meeting  of  the  session.  Inaugural 
address  by  the  Chairman. 

Wednesday,  December  2. 

Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Great  Britain,   16  Bloomsbury 

Square,  London,  W.C.,  at  11  a.m.    Council  meeting. 
Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Ireland,  67  Lower  Mount  Street, 

Dublin,  at  3  p.m.    Council  meeting. 
Midland  Pharmaceutical  Association,  Grand  Hotel,  Colmore 

Row,  at  8.45  p.m.    Mr.  Fred.  Smith,  lantern  lecture  on 

"Astronomical  Photography." 
Stockport    Chemists'    Association,    County   Restaurant,  at 

9  p.m.    Mr.  A.  D.  Watson  on  the  "  B.P.  Codex." 
Mr.    W.  S.  Glyn-Jones,    Parliamentary   Secretary   to  the 

Pharmaceutical  Society,  will  address  a  meeting  of  chemists 

at  the  Royal  Hotel,  Stockton-on-Tees,  at  8  p.m. 
Thursday,  December  3. 
North    Staffordshire   Chemists'   Association,   Grand  Hotel, 

Hanley,  at  7  p.m.    Whist-drive.    Tickets  (2s.  6d.  each) 

from  Mr.  T.  Bentley  (Hon.  Secretary),  Park  Pharmacy, 

Stoke-on-Trent. 

Great.  Yarmouth  Pharmaceutical  Association,  156  King  Street, 
at  8  p.m.    Monthly  meeting. 

Chemical  Society,  Burlington  House,  Piccadilly,  W.,  at 
8.30  p.m.  The  following  papers  will  be  communicated: 
(1)  "  Double  Salts  of  Potassium  Iodide  with  Mercury 
Iodide  and  Camphor  Dimercuriodide  in  Organic  Sol- 
vents," (2)  "Action  of  Mercuric  Iodide  on  Ketones  in 
Alkaline  Solution,"  and  (3)  "Condensation  of  Camphor 
with  Mercuric  Iodide,"  by  Messrs.  J.  E.  Marsh  and 
R.  de  J.  Fleming-Struthers ;  "The  Relation  Between 
Absorption  Spectra  and  Chemical  Constitution. 
Part  XIII.  Some  Pyrones  and  Allied  Compounds,"  by 
Mr.  E.  C.  C.  Baly,  Dr.  J.  N.  Collie,  and  Mr.  H.  E. 
Watson;  "Organic  Derivatives  of  Arsenic.  Part  I. 
Dicamphorylarsinic  Acid  "  by  Dr.  G.  T.  Morgan  and  Miss 
F.  M.  G.  Micklethwait ;  "Tellurium  Dicyanide  and 
Boron  Thiocyanate,"  by  Mr.  H.  E.  Coeksedge. 

Mr.  Glyn-Jones  will  address  a  meeting  of  chemists  at  the 
Park  Hotel,  Preston,  at  3  p.m.,  and  at  the  Royal  Institu- 
tion, Colquitt  Street,  Liverpool,  at  8  p.m. 

Worcester  Chemists'  Association,  Star  Hotel.    Annual  dinner. 

Hull  Chemists'  Association,  Grosvenor  Hotel,  Carr  Lane,  at 
8.30  p.m.  Annual  supper.  Tickets  (4s.  each)  from  Mr. 
Walter  Staning,  Hon.  Secretary,  455  Anlaby  Road. 

Plymouth,  Devon-port,  and  Stonehouse  Chemists'  Association, 
Junior  Section,  7  Whimple  Street,  Plymouth,  at  3.15  p.m. 
Mr.  E.  Turney  on  "  Methods  of  Study." 

Friday,  December  4. 

Blackpool  and  Fyldc  Chemists'  Association,  Palatine  Hotel, 
Blackpool,  at  8  p.m.  Mr.  D.  J.  Bailey  on  "An  Associa- 
tion's Usefulness." 

Dundee  Chemists'  Assistants'  Association.  Mather's  Hotel,  at 
9.15  p.m.    Mr.  F.  A.  Mackay  on  "  Our  Association." 

Glasr/ow  School  of  Pharmacy,  Regent's  Hall,  234  Sauchiehall 
Street,  at  9  p.m.  Students'  annual  reunion.  Tickets  (2s. 
each)  from  Mr.  R.  Blair,  Secretary  of  the  Committee, 
180  West  Regent  Street. 


The  dance  of  the  Chemifts'  Assistants'  Association,  which 
had  been  fixed  for  December  3,  has  been  postponed  till  next 
year. 

The  Dundee  Chemists'  Assistants'  Association  are  holding  a 
social  evening  at  Mather's  Hotel  on  December  18.  Tickets 
{Is.  each)  f_r:n  the  Hon.  Secretary. 

The  Chemists'  Ball  is  to  be  held  at  the  WharnclifFe  Rooms, 
Great  Central  Hotel,  on  January  13,  1909.'  Mr.  Frank  U. 
Stamp,  29  High  Street,  Hampstead,  N.W    is  Hon.  Secretary. 

The  annual  dinner  of  the  Bradford  Cn  mists'  A-sociation 
will  be  held  at  the  G.N.R.  Victoria  Hotel  on  December  8. 
Tickets  (3s.  6rf.  each)  from  Mr.  W.  H.  Smithies,  Hon.  Secre- 
tary, 252  Whetley  Lane. 

The  annual  dinner  of  the  Nottingham  Branch  of  the  Drug 
Stores  Association  of  Great  Britain  will  be  held  at  the  Albert 
Hotel,  Derby  Road,  Nottingham,  on  December  3.  Tickets 
(3s.  td.  each)  can  be  obtained  from  Mr.  C.  Manfull,  42  Thur- 
garton  Street,  Sneinton,  Nottingham: 
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GOOD  SELLING  SEASON  LINES 


Humming* 
Bird 

Sachet  ' 


1  mmmwm^ 


Powder  Leaflets,  1/6.  2,'S,  4/6. 


The 

BUTTERFLY  SACHET 


PLUM=PUDDING 
SACHET. 

4/6  doz.         48/-  gross. 

A  perfect  representation  of  a 
rich  fruity  pudding;. 


PILE 
OINTMENT. 

An  efficacious  pre- 
paration, prepared 
with  witch  hazel 
neatly  packed  in  i  oz. 
tubes,  cartoned,  com- 
plete with  lubes  7/6 
doz.  ;  spare  tubes, 
31-  doz. 


fgf  3/6  doz.  39/-8TS 

W\        Larger  size  6/- „  66/- grs 
Very[large12/-„  132/-,, 


SEASONABLE  COUNTER  SPECIALITY. 

Also  made  in  EUCALYPTUS  and  ALMOND.  . 
6d.  size,  30/-  gross  ;  3d.  size,  15/-  gross. 


^T«r  the.  Skin   &  P*"7fi) 


IfkNOLINE 


fn  «t^l  mmmlKKt- fOK    THE.  TOILET 

A  delpjfhrfvlly  soothe*  Emollient  ~< 
v*-^ —  for   CKo>|icd  &  Rou^K  Skir\s 


COLLAPSIBLE 
TUBES 

OF  ALL  KINDS. 
Adeps  Lanae,  Anhydrous, 

Odourless,  lOd.  per  lb. 


M ARSHALLS',  LTD.   Works ;  46-47  C0LEBR00KE  ROW,  LONDON,  N. 


Telephone : 
833  CITY. 


Printed  by  SrornswooDE  &  Co.  Ltd.,  New-street  Square;  and  Publis     bed  at  the  Office,  42  Cannon  St.,  in  the  City  of  London. — Nov.  28, 1908. 


